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* ADVERTISEMENT: 


IH E following Letters contain the genuine 
_ Correſpondence of ſeveral amiable Ladies, deſcrib- 
ing the happineſs of a Country Life, and the 
” heartfelt} pleaſures of real Friendſhip; that the 
pourtray in lively colours the tranquil felici- - 
ty of ſylvan Retirement, muſt be acknowledged 
by every Reader, while they hold out and incul- 
cate the moſt pleaſing ſentiments of Morality ; 
particularly addreſt to the Bxrrisn Farr, | 


— 
n 3 


Yor. 1. B 


THE 
YALE OF FELICITY. 


LETTER I. , 


Keen 


. V. 10 R. I 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


WI E N you receive this, I hope I 


ſhall be ſomething nearer than I 
have been for many years; at leaſt, I hope 
no ſea will interfere between our fu- 
ture correſpondence, it being my inten- 
tion, ſince Providence has bleſſed my 


induſtry with affluence, to ſettle and end 


my days in my native country: I was hap- 


py to hear you was ſettled,” and long for 


a regular hiſtory of your ſingular ſitua- 


tion, and the particular character of your 
_ amiable Patron,—I, likewiſe, have ex- 


perienced 


* % 
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wt ” perienced many, and extraordinary occur- 
rences, ſince we parted from ſchool, which, 
perhaps, may not be unentertaining to you ; 


reſidence, ſhall begin, with my friend's 


when, I expect you will prepare mate- 
rials, and begin the work with a prefatory 
addreſs to me in anſwer to this. I 


happineſs of knowing, are well; and 
ſhall rejoice in the pleaſure of their ac- 
quaintance, eſpecially as my ſiſters, who vill 


female friendſhip; and they ſay, who ſo 


they have no knowledge of any per- 
fon now in England, as they were but 
infants when I took them to - with 
me. Therefore, I expect a favourable 
and quick anſwer, which you may direct for 
me at Dover, where | may ſtay, perhaps, a 


to my mind. I remain, with ſincere and 
laſting friendſhip, 


Your's, 
E i WARTON- 


LETTER 


and, when J have fixed the ſpot for my 


permiſſion, a regular correſpondence; till 
hope your ſiſters, whom | have not the 


return with me, defire to cultivate ſome I 


proper as my friend's relations, ſince 


few weeks, till I meet with a ſituation _ 
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LETTER Il. 


RN. M. % . 


Received youi's with the greateſt plea- 
1 ſure; eſpecially as you inform me, that 
we ſhall not be ſeparated any more by the 


2 boiſterous ſeas; therefore, hope it will 


I vt be long ere we ſhall perſonally renew that 


q friendſhip which has ſo long lain dormant, : 


but which in youth was carried on 
with ardour. 


| moſt ſincerely congratulate you on 
q your increaſe of fortune: Knowing the 
innate goodneſs of heart which you poſ- 
ſefſed in youth, am perſuaded you will 
be a faithful ſteward with your talent in 
riper yenrs; and, as you ſeem to defire a 
particular hiſtory of my ſituation, and cha- 
Y rater of my Noble Patrons, think you 
were not a little ſelf. intereſted by the re- 
queſt, Be that as it may, I forgive you 


B = knowing, 
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knowing, that you will not only take the 
precept, but practice the example. 
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From your deſire to form an acquain- 
tance among the female branches of out 
families, you ſeem to anticipate every wiſh x 

of me and mine.—Your ſiſters are mine al- 
ready, mine are your's, and they ardent- 
ly long for an opportunity to commence a 
correſpondence, To haſten which, I have it 
in commiſſion to ſend a moſt particular in- 
vitation for all the females you have 
brought over with you, to ſojourn with 
us till you have fixed your reſidence; and 
my ſiſters ſay, they ablolurcly will not be 
refuſed— ſo, preparations are making, 
and they muſt bring the anſwer with 
them; therefore, beg our beſt reſpects 


to all and am, dear Sir, 
Your's, 


R. MITFORD. 


LETTER 


OE FELICIEY.- : 5 


Oh LETTER III. 


M. I,. 10 T. M. 


\ 


DEAR BROTHER). 


E arrived ſafe on Saturday . 
after a great fatigue, which was 
amply made amends for by your worthy | 


friends, the firſt hour of our coming 
amongſt them. The politeneſs of our 
reception, the refined elegance of manners, 

the admirable neatneſs of the place, and 


hoſpitality of the owners, are far beyond 


the deſcription of my pen. Suffice it io. 


ſay, we are all wonder and ecſtacy ; and we 
only wiſh you here, to be fully ſenſible. 
of the merits of the incomparable in- 
habitants of this delightful village. 'F 
know not what to call it; for it ſurpaſſes 
every idea 1 could ever form of this terreſ- 
trial world. The order, neatneſs, affability, 


congeſcephon, and good-humour which per- 
CINE, =, B 3 vade 
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vade every one, from the amiable Lord and 
Lady of the Manor down to the verieſt 
ruſtic, for I muſt not ſay loweſt, as there 
are no poor properly fo called, nor diſor- 
derly perſons, in this place. = 


I hope my dear brother will come and 
take a ſurvey of this wonder of the world; 
nnd take, even if it is but a faint copy, 
to draw out his plans upon, as he is 
beginning, as it were, a new life; and 


though I would not be thought envious, 


yet, 1 confeſs, I think it a pity there ſhould 


- be but one place like it. But I crave your 


pardon for adviſing ; and, for the preſent, 
conclude, wiſhing you every ſucceſs, 
and a ſpeedy ſettlement in likeneſs to this. 
My ſiſter muſt ſend her opinion next 
A poſt, for we cannot poſſibly be both 
writing at once, Adieu, dear brother. 


Your affectionate ſiſter, 
N WAR T O N. 
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= LETTER IV. 
_ ECEORGIAN W ARTON 
T.W ARTON. 


XCUSE my ſeeming neglect in 
not ſending you by laſt poſt; but 
my ſiſter informed you we could not both 
ſpare ume for writing at once; and as 
we are cloſely in confidence, and know 
each others thoughts, I ſhall not run over 
the ſame track Maria did in her's, as both 
our ſentiments are equal in reſpect to this 
eeigheh wonder of the world; therefore 
1 "* Aſhall begin with an account of the day 
2 after our arrival. 


It was Sunday ; at ſeven o'Clock in the 
morning we were all ſummoned to prayer, 
which was performed with great devotian 
an my Lord's private chapel, (to which 
B4 _there 


8 
there is a private door from Mr. M's 
houſe) by one of my Lord's Chaplains; 


n VALE 


and to which as many of the villagers as 


chooſe may come; and the greateſt part 
of them, I am informed, generally attend. 
After prayers we went to breakfaſt, 
about half paſt eight, and then retired to 
_ dreſs for the church, which is at ſome diſ- 
tance from the village, and where we 


heard a moſt excellent diſcourſe' from my 
Lord's Chaplain ; for I ſhould have told you, 
that my Lord and Lady have each of 
them one; the other read prayers: In the 


afternoon, | my Lady's preached, and my 
Lord's read prayers. Perhaps you may 


think me too particular, but 1 think 1 
The church is fitted up in the 1 


cannot. 
neateſt manner, and there is an excel- 
lent organ; the younger part of the vil- 
lagers, of both ſexes, make an exceil- 
lent choir, aſſiſted by the two ſchools, 
of which you ** hear more hereafter. 


After ſervice, we returned to 1 
and one of the Divines with us, a moſt 
amiable and accompliſned man he ſeems; 
and wy TR: here fay an are both 
an 
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4 an honour to the cloth, The rule is, one 
do dine at my Lord's, and they other at 
Mr. M's, every Sunday alternately; and, 
in my opinion, a moſt excellent method 


to preſerve _y and religious de- 
corum. 


On that day the converſation was tru- 
ly edifying, without being dull or te- 
dious; the chearful, lively manner in which 

every one bore a part, had the moſt happy 

effect; and the Rev. Mr. Dean has the 
moſt delightful method you can poſſibly. 
3 conceive of correCting an erroneous word, 
or checking an opinion rupugnant to 
2 the principles of religion and the ſanctity 
| of his profeſſion. 


1 Well, after an hou r or two's converſation, . 

ve returned to church to the afternoon 
: ſervice, and from thence took a delightful : 
2 walk round the park, which is compoſ- 
ed of ſuch beauties-as I ſhall not pretend 
to make you anticipate, before you par- 
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G. WARTON. 


THE VALE 
Your's affectionately, 


ſubſcribe myſelf, 


time to 


10 
take of its pleaſures, 
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LETTER V. 


T. WARTON: 
GEORGIAN AND MARIA WARTON. 


IT H what exquiſite peaſure, my 
deareſt ſiſter, do I peruſe your 
. moſt agreeable account of your preſent 
ſituation. I am, I can aſſure you, almoſt 
ready to participate of your happineſs 
before I have finiſhed my buſineſs of 
ſettling; but the delay would. be in- 
excuſable while we are fo ſeparated, I 
think, however, I ſhall ſoon make up my 
mind on this affair, as I have ſeen ſeve- 
ral places I approve of, but ſhould have- 
been glad had you both been with me. in. 
chooſing, though I would not wiſh: to 
interrupt the felicity you have juſt be- 
gun to taſte.— Whenever I ſend, you muſt 
TIT RE Set Ds let. 
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1 THE VALE 
let Mrs. Herbert come, for I ſhall be ab- 
lutely loſt without ſome of you. 


I make one letter ſerve you both, to be 


revenged on you for not both writing 
by one poſt ; but ſuppoſe when I get a- 
mong you, I ſhall find your excuſes rea- 
dy. Preſent my fincere reſpects to all 
your amiable friends, and believe me your 
forlorn brother, till 1 fee you all. 


T. WARTON. 


Yd 


LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 


MARIA WARTON 
10 


T. W ARTON. 


oon FORLORN PROTHER, 


j © make haſte, and come among us ; 
but, above all things, I charge you, 
for our ſakes, for love's ſake, and for 
your own, to keep your heart whole and 
= entire, I know it came ſafe to England, 
but prononce it for ever ruined, if you 
2 bring it not ſafe to this Vale of Felicity. 
We muſt ſpare Herbert—but that is all 
—ſo, adieu. We are all wel, © 


M. WARTON. 


LETTER VII. 


R. MITFORD 
- Xx 
7. ANON. 


H E moſt ſincere thanks do I return 
my friend, for his kind gr 
in obliging us with his amiable ſiſters ; they 


are, indeed amiable and lovely. My 
ſiſter declares ſo firm an attachment, that 
1 apprehend it will be no eaſy matter to 
ſeparate them, nor do I wiſh it, As to 
Mrs. Herbert, ſhe ſeems tobe an extraordi- 
_ nary being; and I'wonder not, that under 
fo judicious a perſon, the accompliſhments 
of your ſiſters are ſo conſpicuous, I un- *_ 
derſtand there is ſomething ſtrange in 
her _ which I have not yet learnt, 


but 


4 4K 88 
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but may expect it, I ſuppoſe when you 
commence your * 


1 Receive our utmoſt acknowledgments 
and reſpeQs ; and have the happineſs of 
filing myſelf 


Your inviolable friend, 


R. MI T FOR D. 
P. S. We long to ſee you here. 
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LETTER VIII 


7. WARTON 
TO 


DEAR SISTERS, 


Have at laſt accomplitied mf pe 
1 and hope I have ſuited all your taſtes 
by my choice. Maria, I think, ſeems 


than mine, as ſhe ſpeaks ſo highly of the 
Reverend Divine. I make not the leaſt 
doubt of his being deſerving of all her 


tice of it, only as ſhe deſired me to keep my 
heart till I come among you. I needed not 


next for two or three day's, I have, Iaſſure 
you 


GEORGIAN AND MARIA ANTON. 


more in love with the Parſonage Houſe 


praiſe ; and ſhould not have taken any no- 


that advice, for mine has been there ever 
| ſince my return to England's happy ſhore ; 
and I hope to be with you on Wedneſday 


OF FELICITY. 17 
you, ſeen nothing yet which would endan- 


| ger my peace; yet ſeem apprehenſive of the 
: conſequences of this viſit ; therefore hope 


you will prepare the way for me. Make 
wy beſt reſpects to all, I remain, 


Tour“ 's, at preſent, 


T. WAR TON. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 


ISS SELINA MITFORD 
To 5 
MISS HUET. 


H! my dear Huet, I received your's 
with joy and ſorrow, and acknow. 


| ledge you have had reaſon apparently 
to doubt my friendſhip, but ſpare me this 


once, and be aſſured I know no diminution 


of friendſhip, to you, and will never again 
give you cauſe to ſuſpect it, I have new 


friends, *tis true, and my friends muſt and 


hall be your's, for I will know none elſe, and 


to that end I make you my confidant in 


love, as well as friendſhip. Upon Wed- 
neſday laſt, oh, day of days, it gave 
an additional happineſs to our delightful 
village, by the arrival of, dare I ſay more 


than man—No, it was a man, in whom 


all the clegancs of nature and art ſeems 


combined 


, . 
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combined to make him perfect, my 


erfully before he came, for you muſt know 
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dear Kitty, that made an impreſſion I never 
before experienced, on my mind, heart and 


ſenſes, almoſt inſtantaneouſly-—indeed, the 


account his ſiſters gave of him operated pow- 


it is my new friends' brother; and I am a- 


| ſhamed to ſay, I was almoſt unable to con- 
ceal my emotion. On Saturday, or Monday, 


he leaves us, but not me in ſuſpenſe, 


for his amiable ſiſter, Georgian, told me 


the day after his arrival, that ſhe hoped 
my heart was diſengaged, and told me 
her brother was my profefſed admirer 
from the firſt moment he ſaw me, and plead- 


cd ſo powerfully for me to admit of him, that 
1 was almoſt incapable of reſiſting. She 


flew to him, and the firſt opportunity after, 
which ſhe took care to make ſo, on led the a- 
dorable man to my feet, — and, with: the 


| moſt modeſt and affecting grace, humbly 
| Pleaded the bewitching power of. love, and 


vowed eternal fidelity; told me was the only 


fair that ever had the leaſt influence over him; 


that, though it was ſudden, it was becauſe . 


he had never ſeen perfection before, as he 


0 
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was vleaſed to term it, and that if I ñ th 
could excuſe his want of eloquence to plead ar 
his own cauſe, he would preſent a heart rc 
untainted by the vices of the age; a 4. 
heart always attached to my family, al- Y At 
ways having a preſentiment for an attach- fr 


ment to what belonged to his friend, g 
and aſſured me he made England his pe. 1 
cular defire on that account; that though 
he, in ſeeing my brother's family, did not Y 
expect to be ſoon captivated; yet ' 

thought he ſhould meet a partner for life, 4 

eapable at leaſt of being a friend, and 4 
begged that if I could not love him, if 3 
my heart was not engaged, that I would 9 
not ſuffer him to — j 


This, my friend, was the ſubſtance of 
this incomparable man's diſcourſe; and, for 
the foul of me, I could not carry female 
decorum ſo far as to deny a partiality for 
A . | 


Surely there muft be ſomething more 
than ordinary in love like our's—ſo fud- 


den, fo unexpected, and I hope and think 
happineſs muſt go with and remain with 


us: 
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us: he gained my conſent to aſk my bro- 


ther's permiſſion, though I am under no 
apprehenſions on that head, as I know his 


regard for him is unbounded. I hope my 


dear friend will take this as an excuſe, 
and I beg you will never accuſe my 


fend any more. 


_ am ever 
Your's, 


. SELINA MITFORD. 


LETTER 
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LETTER x. 


4 a 


— 


MISS SELINA MITFORD 
og 
MISS HUET. 


I take the moſt early opportunity of ac- 


quainting you with my progreſs in 
matters of love; for, between that and 
friendſhip, I am all taken up, Mr, War- 
ton made his ſad caſe known to my brother, 


who you know, is a true philanthropiſt, 
and, therefore, 


ſery. No; he promiſed him a ſpeedy 


relief, but aſſured him at the ſame time, 


| that his ſiſter had been fo long with him, 


and ſo uſeful to the village, that he could 


by no means poſſibly * her but on one 


condition. 
« And 


"E LL, now I hope my friend will 
not complain of inattention, ſince 


could by no means 
ſuffer a fellow-being to remain in mi- 
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And what can that be?” Warton eager- 
q ly ered; Any thing 1 in my power muſt 


and ſhall be done to. remedy any incon- 


| 5 


| % venience. Tell me the conditions aſked, 
nor keep me longer in lulpenic,” 


«© Why then,” replied he, I muſt have . 


* an exchange; your ſiſter Georgina claims 
all my reſpect and love; that agreed 
f reren us, all is ſettled. 1 


With what; joy and rapture did Warton 
4 teceive this intimation.—— “ And can my 


1 % dear friend think,” ſaid he,“ that Iwant- 
„ed a moment to confider of the happieſt 
J event of my life? If my ſiſter receives 
your affection becoming her, ſhe is ten 
10 ane times dearer to me than ever.“ 


8 * 7 
1 

» _ 

* * 


1 So now. you ſce we are like to have a 
f gouble wedding, and I ſhall inſiſt on it 
4 at you make one among us: we have 

Hot yet ſettled the time, but my next, per- 
Haps may acquaint you more about it. 
Adieu. 


| SELINA MITFORD. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 


14758 HUBT 


10 


MISS SELINA MIT FORD. 


ECEIVE, my dear friend, my moſt 


fincere congratulations on any addition 


to your happineſs, eſpecially of that kind 
you are ſo obliging as to communicate to me. 
I hope you pardon freely my unkind 
thoughts of you, and promiſe never more to 


offend, 


1 am highly pleaſed at the account 
of your friends, and long to be introduced 


to them, as I have a ſtrong partiality 
already for them, am particularly delighted B 
at the thoughts of a double union, and 
happineſs will attend | 


think, with you, 
your ſympathetic affection, the genuine 
ſource of matrimonial felicity. 


I think, however, you are too extrava- 


| gant in your deſcription of Mr. Warton, yet 
can 
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can eaſily excuſe you, ſince Jam pretty 
confident he is your firſt love. ] ſuppoſe 


a difference of years betwixt you: now I 
always would wiſh my huſband ({hould Je- 


ver have the good fortune to get one) to 


be, at leaſt, ten years older than myſelf : 


but you ſeem to forget any particulars 
of that kind, and likewiſe to mention how 
your friend receives your brother's ad- 
dreſſes quite filent with reſpec to your 
friend Maria, and your own ſiſter, who 
appears forgotten in genera}.—ls it really 


ſo, or does your own approaching happineſs 
render you indifferent to every thing 


elſe? I imagine the latter to be the effici- 


ent cauſe—my Lord and Lady are no.] no 


more, though all your former letters were 
full of their praiſes, and the delightful won- 


ders of your village; but all are now ob- 


ſcured by almighty Love, 


I have got my mamma's permiſſion to wait 
on you, when you are pleaſed to ſend the 
ſummons, in expectation of being honoured 
as a bride's maid—till then adieu. 


Your' 8. 


P. 8. Pray my beſt reſpeAs to al. 
Vor. 0 LETTER 


26 THE VALE 
LETTER XII. 


MR. WARTON 
| MRS. AUSTIN. 


„ an iris, 


N the name of myſelf and ſiſters, I ac- 
quaint you with our ſafe arrival, not 
only in England, but nearly on the land of 
matrimony. I thought it, conſidering our 
mutual love, little leſs than a duty we 
owe to one of the beſt of ſiſters, to ac- 
quaint you before we caſt anchor in the 
haven of happineſs, which we have the 
_ flattering ideas of ſpeedily attain- 
Lou will be, no doubt, ſurpriſed to 
hinge we have made fo great a pro- 
greſs in ſo ſhort a time, but the wonder 
will ceaſe when Jou are informed of the 
particulars. 


LY Y3V 
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My dear friend Mitford, whom you 
have often heard me mention with de- 
light, is the deſtined huſbard of our 
Georgian; and your brother, in exchange, 
takes his lovely and amiable ſiſter Selina. 
Maria is charmed with a young divine, 
whom we think to make happy by a pro- 
viſion among us, as he has on]y virtue ard 
merit for his portion, which, I believe 
you will ſay with me, is a ſufficient 
recommendation for the aſſiſtance of the 
affluent.—l know my dear ſiſter will rejoice 
with us all on this occaſion, and all our 
deſire now is that you and your beloved 
were among us, to partake of our joy, — 
We hope the dear pledges of your affec- 
tions are both well, and depend on your 
promiſe to permit them to receive their 
education among us. Accept, dear 
ſiſter, with your ſpouſe, all our ſincere 
and unabated love, with kind reſpects 
from all thoſe we have the honour to 
be among; wiſhing you a laſting hap- 
pineſs ; and that it may be no long time 
ere you and your's may come and ſo- 
hs HO journ 
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Journ among us.——] cannot, at preſent, 
give you any particulars of my ſituation 
other matters engroſs my whole 4 95 
but will take an early opportunity. —Fare- 
well, till I can ſign 


T. anD SELINA WARTON. 
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- LET TER XIII. 


MISS HUET.” 


MY DEAR R FRIEND, 
191 105 : | i 

Have now! ſent. you, what I know you 
ardently deſired, a ſummons to attend 


our Vale of Felicity. I acknowledge your 


juſt reproof of the different tendency of my 
letters now and formerly ; and, with ſhame 


confeſs, I have been wanting to the beſt and 


moſt generous of human excellence, my Lord 


and Lady, who, muſt now acquaint 
ou, have taken an ative part in the ap- 
 proaching happineſs of our family; and 1 


have more news to add, which is the 


marriage of the Rev. Mr. Dean with one 


you do not know, but will very ſoon, [ 
Mr Warton. It is the 


ors pleaſure 


30 TAE VALE 
pleaſure of our noble patrons to have all 
the nuptials ſolemnized at once, and J hear 
there are none in the village in agitation. 
Mr. Dean and Maria, however, were very 
cloſe in their amours; for he is wholly de- 
pendant on my Lord, he ſmothered his 
growing paſſion; but the ſagacity of otber 
lovers ſoon diſcovered the mutual attach- 3 1 
ment between them, and made known the 
dreadful ſecret. Mr. Dean is all modeſty, Y "ey 
but our brother means to act noble towards 
him, and he certainly is a man of great 
merit. As to my ſiſter, the object of her 
fixed affections is far from home, but ſhe 
has good hope of his ſpeedy return io crown 
her happineis. I with you would bring 
ſome one to reſide amoug us, and then me- 
thiaks I ſbouid be well picaſed. I return 
my ſiucere thaiks to your mamma, for her 
Kd indulgence in permitting you to 
come, however, and beg my love to your 
ſiſter. Be very quick in coming, for the 
happy day is red: IKuow not how I ſhall 
get through it. p 


Mr. Warton and M s. Heſter are gone 
to prepare the houſe for my Ladyſhip's re- 
ception; as, to be ſure, he will have every 
1 : on... 
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thing in order, not to fatigue his beſt belov. 
ed. That this, my dear, may be yours 


as well as my happy lot, will be always 
the earneſt wiſh of | 
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P. S. We all join in reſpectful love 
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LETTER XIV. 


MARIA MAR ON 
a 5 TO , | 4 
AMR, ANTON. 


H! my ever dear, ever indulgent 
| brother, how ſhall I by words or 
actions, ever in any part acknowledge 


the infinity of my obligations to you or 
your beloved friend. No words nor pen 
can paint the never-ceaſing gratitude of 
myſelf and Mr. Dean: but muſt leave 
_ bim to ſpeak for himſelf, ſince I find at 


preſent a heart fo overflowing with ve- 
neration for all and every thing around 


me, that I am really incapable of think ing, 


or acting in any manner as I ought to do, 


but am certain my dear brother partici- 


E pates every Joy of his liſters, and [ truſt 
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they equally doi in, his approaching happi- 


neſs with the moſt amiable of wo- 


1 


Bure never was one family in proſpe& of 
ſo much ſupreme happineſs, as at preſent. 


-awaits us. My Lord with a condecenſion 


only peculiar to himſelf,” has kindly of- 


fered to give you your amiable ſpouſe, 


and your happy ſiſters alſo to theirs—haſte, 


my dear brother, for there is a vacuum 


without you. 


1 1 


We all Bb my Lord has  Ggnified 
his wiſhes that our nuptials be performed 
in his private chapel, by Mr. Spicer, on a 
Sunday : at the ſame time four other 
young couple of the village are to be made 
happy with each other by his bounty. 


In honour of us, he at the ſame time 
propoſes that we ſhould ſtrialy conform 


to the Church of England's intent, in 


all attending the communion after our 
nuptial benedictions, as, he obſerves, a 


happy and good beginning is likely to 


es 17415 of permanent felicity, We 
26 "> 
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all agree with one conſent to fo ol. 


1 proper a propoſition. 


„ : 
Great preparationsare making for a gene- 
ral rejoicing on the approaching week, and 
every creature leems mee to partake of it. 


A dien, my of "ge beaker: with ns 


to Mrs. Herbert, whom J hope you will 


not fail to DES. with you, a and accept 


the ſame from all. 


de ou rs, 


V ARIA wan ro 


LETTER 
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DEAR yRIEND, 


\ROM my ſiſter Marie have the 
iN the ſatisfation of hearing that beſt 
1 of men's intention with reſpect to the cele- 
bdration of our nuptial day. Nothing could 
be more congenial to my warmeſt wiſhes ; 
and fince all of you, as well as the partner, 
ol my heart, approveof it, whatcan be more: 
appropriate to the occaſion, than that we 
dedicate the day, which we hope will be 
the happieſt of our lives, to Him, who, in the 
wiſe diſpenſations of his providential care, 
has thought fit to bleſs us in each other, 
and that in circumſtances of eaſe and afflu- 
ence. I do not mean the only happy day. 

= =. (God 


EI , | VALE 


(God forbid) but the beginning of a laſting 


happineſs—an object truly deſirable to 
every Chriſtian. 


My Lord and Lady are entitled to 
our ſincere thanks, for thus preſenting us 
with every thing good and agreeable. | 


1 have received a letter from the Reve- 
rend Mr, Dean, full of modeſt, but grate- | 
ful acknowledgements: I ſhould be glad ; 
to diſpenſe with them, as I am certain I 
can do no more than my duty. Oh, what 
a valuable acquiſition ſuch! a friend and. 
als e WEL & DENT 10 


1 think the brexteſt care I have had 
is now over, which was, to ſee my beloved 


ſiſters all happy and ſettled : It was. my 1 
fixed determination never to ſway or croſs 1 
their inclinations, ſince 1 knew the innate b 
goodneſs of their hearts would not ſuffer ( 
them to make an improper choice. My 1 
ſiſter Anna has met with a worthy man, 1 


who adores her, and of whom Jou will | 
wy a | | py 


+ 
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be more informed of when we relate 
our promiſed Memoirs, which had, per- 
haps, ere this been far advanced, had we 
never ſeen the Vale of Felicity, nor been 
prevented by all conquering Love. 


My habitation is tolerable well ſet- 
tled by the exertions of my good Mrs. 
Herbert; and we hope to be with you 
on Friday at fartheſt, You will oblige 
me by delivering thoſe ſmall caſkets to our 
reſpective brides, according to directions; 
and beg you will ſpare any one the 
trouble of noticing them, further than 


obliging the donor - by wearing them on | 
the bridal day. 


Accept a ſmall token of eſteem 
yourſelf, and, with the greateſt ſub- 
miſſion, I entreat you will preſent my 
Lord and Lady a ſimilar token, I ſhould 
be unpardonable to forget your amiable 
ſiſter Matilda, and our brother, Dean. 
His I would not have you preſent till after 
' the ceremony. 


I have been thus particular, becauſe 
I do 


28 THE VALE » 
I do not deſire any interruption of the 
happineſs | fondly anticipate in your 
company and converſation, when | come 
among you. 

My cordial and reſpeAful love to all, 
and I remain in the ſtricteſt bonds. 


T. WARTON. 
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LETTER XVI. 
MISS MATILDA MITFORD 
- To 
' MISS ARABELLA FOSTER. 
: DEAR ros ren, 


N my laſt I acquainted you with the 
the change that was going to be among 
us, as well as with the character of our 
amiable friends, and the preparations which 
were making for the celebration of the 
nuptials of ſeven couple; no common thing 
in hiſtory, I believe. And now I take the 
the earlieſt opportunity of informing you 
of the great event taking place, 


Mr. 8 arrived here on Thurſday. | 


Sebi laſt, to the great. Joy of the whole 
| village; 


"THE VALE. 


40 
village; the people of which, on hearing 
of his arrival, flocked about our houſe, 
and expreſſed their ſatisfaction in loud and 
reiterated huzzas; the church bells were 
ſet a ringing, and every demonſtration of 
Joy was exhibired among the happy villa- 
gers. After a ſhort time had paſt, he ap- 
peared in the balcony, and in an affecting 
ſpeech, fraught with good ſenſe and polite- 
neſs, thanked them for the good. will they 
had ſhewn towards him; at the ſame time 
aſſuring them, he ſhould endeavour to be- 
come acquainted with the whole of them 
before he left the happy Vale. The 
people then diſperſed with countenances 
expreſſive of happineſs, and without that 
noiſy tumult and diforder which generally 


mark numerous NS e on similar occa- 
been 


8 


| On Friday he paid a ſhort viſit to 
Lord and Lady —, as we afterwards un- 


derſtood, to ſettle ſome pecuniary matters 
for the young couples who were to be 
united; He returned to our houſe to'din- 
ner; when, I can aſſure you, we enjoyed a 


degree of ſocial pleaſure and happineſs, 
before 


F 


ab 


as 
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before unknown even to us. Saturday was 
no leſs agreeably ſpent, though, you may de- 
een it, we were all bulily employed. 


Miſs Huet and 1 were up at day- 
break on Sunday, to attend the blooming 
brides; and about eight the important buſi- 
neſs of the toilet was ſettled. Indeed, my 
dear Foſter, it was an enviable ſight but why 
ſhould we envy? No, the ſight was delight“ 
ful— they were all attired in white, pure 
and ſpotleſs as their virgin honour, and 
the elegance of art, blended with the ſimpli- 
city of Nature, heightened their general 
appearance. The generous | and noble 
Warton had ſent a caſket of jewels to each, 
of equal beauty and value, with which 
they were adorned; and, perhaps the 
Graces were never more conſpicuouſly | 
ſeen than in theſe three lovely nymphs, 
but far beyond the luſtre of theſe glittering 
ornaments appeared their native and be- 
coming modeſty— a gem the brighteſt that 
can grace a woman. 


A little after eight, my Lord and Lady 
did us the honour of breakfaſting with us, - 


as did allo the four young couple of the 
| village, 
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village arrayed for the occaſion, according 
to my Lady's order; who indeed provided 
them for the occaſion. Sure, never was a 
fight like this! Kings might with pleaſure 
have foregone their regal pomp, and been 
proud to have joined the happy throng ; all 
was chearfulneſs, mingled with reſpect, 
on that day, I aſſure you. The affability 
of our Noble Patrons, who are quite alike Mother 
to all on ſuch occaſtons, reflects an honour Whe! 
upon them, more to be prized than the with 
laurelled hero's fame, to h 
all 1 
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Mr. Spicer attended, and made a ſhort Þ? 
prayer ſuitable to the day and occaſion; | 
and as ſoon as breakfaſt was over we re- 

tired to the Chapel. The parents, bro- 
thers, ſiſters, and other relations of the 
village couples were permitted to be pre 
ſent at the ceremony, and each father gave 
away his daughter; but as to ours, Lord 
— took that on himſelf. I trembled 
for all the brides; who did not behave 
ſo well, | thiok, as you and I ſhould, had 
it been our lot; but we e muſt forgive them 


and 
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and allow a little for female ſquea- 
3 miſhneſs. 


Mr. Warton and my dear Selina were 
firſt bound in the Hymeneal chain; my 
brother and the beautiful Georgian an next; 
and then our Reverend Divine and the 
ſprightly Maria; after them the four 
other happy pairs, according to their ages. 
When the ceremony was over, my Lord, 
with a gallantry and complacency peculiar 
to himſelf, ſaluted the bluſhing brides 
all round, and then eſcorted us back, as 
we went, through the Private door. 
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| After an hour's ſptightly chat, we fe- 
parated till ſervice, when one and all re- 
W ceived, by the hands of Mr. Spicer, the 
holy Communion, We attended ſervice 
chat day only at my Lord's chapel, and we 
dined at my brother's: My Lord thought 
it beſt to keep our ruſtic companions with 
Jus, to prevent any diſorder on that day. 
Pur patron retiring about nine o'clock, 
the happy villagers took their leave; and 
45 $1 aſſure, you no deſcription of my pen can do 
{juſtice to the harmony of the day. We 


Wien 


n 
withdrew our bluſhing beauties about ten 
o'clock, and the gentlemen were not long 
in breaking from each other. 


Thus have I given you a bein idea of this per ar 


have 
the w 


day's joy and ſolemnity; but my next will, 
perhaps, entertain you better, though Ido 
not ſay we all think fo; 1 forgot a chief arti- 
Brun ſo 'muſt tel} you now. After dinner, 
the 'generous Warton gave, by my bro- 
ther's hand, a packet to Mr. Dean, contain- 
ing Bank notes to the amount of two thou- 
ſand pounds; as a marriage dowry, and the 
preſentment of a living, which he has pur- 

* chaſed, in the manor he has taken, of 
PL. 300 yearly value, and to each of the 
four couple, /. 30 each; to this generous 
donation beſtowed on the young people, 
my Lord contributed his mite; ſuch as 
kfurniſbing a cottage, and procuring a cow, 
"with other neceſſary trifles, juſt, as he ſays, 
to begin 'the world with. The gratitude 
of theſe ple may be eaſier conceived 
than deſcribed, therefore, l forbear trou- 
bling you with more on hat head. 


1 
9 £ ; 


I maſt, a6twithflnaing/ coll? you 


with Warton's noble bekenrigg to your 


friend. 
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| friend. You know that Selina and my- 
ſelf had each one thouſand pounds left by 


our honoured parent; and this generous 
man has not only made a voluntary ſettle- 
ment on Selina of five hundred pounds 


per annum during life, and her eldeſt daugh- 
ter after her, ſhould ſhe be ſo happy as to 
have one, but preſented unworthy me with 

g the whole of my ſiſters fortune. 


Can it be poſſible to expreſs a gratitude 


equal to ſo exalted, diſintereſted an act of 
generoſity and benevolence? No; it is 
beyond my power 
would vainly be expreſſed to convey my 
ideas of it z 


4 I cannot do it—words 


and when it awakens my re- 
membrance, I am loſt in wonder and aſto- 
niſhment, and melt in love and ecftacy at 
the pleaſing recollection. | 


This exalted cigar, who unites in 
himſelf all the various qualities praiſe-wor- | 
thy in man, has informed my brother it 
hurts him not that he is poſſeſſed of abun- 
dance, as the utmoſt of his wiſhes are to. 
become a good and uſeful member of 
ſociety, 450 from a retrenchment of his 

own 
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own ſuperfluities to adminiſter to the wants 


and neceſſities of others. 


Such un exampled worth andmodeſty, 1 
perhaps, never inhabited the breaſt of one 1 


man. Happy Selina, to be in ſuch poſ- © 
ſeſſion , but | believe their affection is 10 


mutual! they ſeem born to adore each o- 


ther. I am called; ſo once more adieu. 
| | 
Your” s ever, 


: Nl. MITFORD. 
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LETTER XVII. 


MISS MATILDA MiTFORD 
| 20 - | 


MISS ARABELLA FOSTER. 


DEAR FOSTER, 


1 PROMISED my dear friend, a conti- 


nuance of our rural hiſtory, from the 
commencement of the happineſs, I truſt, 
of ſeven virtuous and blooming couples, 


faſtened in the ſoft Hymeneal chains in one 


happy hour. To proceed then with my 
narrative The morning was uſhered in 
with the ringing of bells, and an univerſal 
holiday through our happy vale: Every 


ruſtic and his favoured nymph were clad. 
in a neat and uniform apparel, provided 


by my Lady, privately for the occaſion. 


Our brides came forth, arrayed in freſh 


and, 
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and blooming beauties, like the ſun emerg- 
ing from the eaſtern ſkies; the worthy | 
bridegrooms had by appointment rofe i 


early, to concert the meaſures for this day 
of foyful ſeſtivity, but our noble Patrons 
had prevented even the poſſibility of a 
wiſh, by a kind and general invitation to 
their manſion. Dinner was ſplendid, |} 
and not a perſon of any conſequence was 4 
excuſed. l 


You muſt remember, that on theſe |: 
occaſions all diſtin ion is laid aſide; Þ 
Hymen's new votaries, and the modeſty 
of the villagers, would have been gladly 
excuſed ; yet the affability of all ſeemed | 
to vie with each other in making this 
beginning of their bappineſs equally | 
ra to them as our more exalted 
ones, 


As you are ſo well acquainted with 
the generous hoſpitality of our noble en- 
tertainers, it is unneceſlary for me to enter 
into the particulars of the dinner; but 
cannot help mentioning how agreeably 
our ears were faluted by an unexpected 

band 
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band of_muſic, which his Lordſhip's care 
had ſeleQed for our amuſement. 


After an hour's agreeable aud lively con- 
ver ſation, a walk was propoſed, in the courſe 
of which we were ſurpriſed by the appearance 
of about fifty or ſixty beautiful children, of 
both ſexes, from the ſchools, arrayed in 


white, with favors, and ranged in couples, to 


firew flowers before us to a beautiful 
lawn behind the houſe, where a dinner 
| had been provided and demoliſhed, un- 
known to us. The villagers placed them- 
ſelves all around, and with a chearful joy 


bade us h-arty welcome with repeated 


plaudits: lemonade, orgeat, and negus, 
were then handed round by theſe charm-_ 


ing children, and the Rev. Mr. Spicer 


made a moſt pathetic ſpeech on the oc- 
caſion of the meeting, recummending ſo- 
briety, order, and chearfulneſs ; after 
which the children repeated a paſtoral, 
deſcriptive of the event, in a manner that 
would have done credit to the ableſt 
teacher, and which really aſtoniſhed us. 
We partook of coffee and tea amongſt 
Vol. I. D 0 
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them, and our muſic attending, we were 
ſu;nmoned to dance. 


My Lord was pleaſed to cpen the bal! 
with the beautiful Georgian, and Mitford 
led out Miſs Huet; 
leading all the brides a minuet, ſo Warton 
took your friend; and ſure there never 
was a more delightfully happy ſcene, 


My Lady, to honojar , as ſhe. ſaid, the 
feſtival, walked out with, the graceful mo- 


deft Dean, and though both unuſed to the 


practice, the one, from inclination, and 
the other from a"conſciouſneſs of his ſacred 
function, e themſelves to ad- 
mirarion. 8 | _ 


His 1. danced ſeparately with 


every charming bride—** And now' ſaid 2 
he, I have performed my beſt; PII leave 
you all at liberty to chuſe partners for | 


the reſt of the evening ” ——Warton then 
took out the acompliſhed Miſs Huet, 
Selina and Mr. Dean, Mr. Singer, the 
organiſt, and Maria, Mr, ' Spicer. and me, 

Mr. Alfred,' a kriend of 5 brother's, 
199 5 and 


my Lord inſiſted on 
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and Georgian, and the other young cou- 


ple! each changed their mate for a few 
hours, and we continued dancing till 
the approach of night. On a ſummons 
for ſupper, we retired to a ſmall diſtance 
from the lawn, where, under canopies 
a cold collation was ſerved for the whole 
village; and ſuch regularity and de- 
corum {ure never was before witneſſed, 


8 


After ſupper, his Lordſhip conducted 


us into an orcheſtra, furniſhed with every 


inſtrument; and, he ſaid, as he knew we 
were all profeſſors of that delightful 
ſcience, he would accompany our voices 
and inſtruments on the baſs viol, as a 
treat that could not fail, from its novelty, 
delighting every hearer.— My brother 
took the flute, Mr. Warton the hautboy, 
Mr. Singer an horn, to ſome ſmall diſ- 
tance; Georgian played the harpſichord 
divinely, Maria the piano forte, Selina 
the harp, Miſs Huet the lute, and myſelf 
the guitar; Mr. Alfred the violip, and 
the two. Reverend' Gentlemen played on 
the German flute: We all accompanied 
with our voices; and the aſtoniſhed 

+ villagers 
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villagers loſt none of the harmonious ſounds. 4 feſti 
Her "Ladyſhip declared ſhe never was | to th 
more happy, nor ſhe believed nothing me, 
could be better adapted to pleaſe and 
delight the villagers, : 


3 
8 


I forgot, I believe, to mention that the 3 
park was ſuperbly illuminated; its gran- |? 
deur and ſtriking effect exceeded every 
deſcription. The caution obſerved by 
theſe beſt of people in the management = 
of the whole, prevented any from intru- \F 
ding but thoſe for whom it was intended. 
We had every refreſhment in the greateſt Þ* 
abundance, and retired about twelve, 
amidſt the heartfelt acclamations of the 
multitude who where aſſembled. 


In further celebration of theſe happy N 
events, we are to have a ball, to which | 
all the neighbouring Gentry will be in-“ 
vited: Much ſhould I rejoice could you . 

make one of the party; but as that is im- 
poſſible, I muſt ſabmit to lament what 1 
1 cannot enjoy, the honour of your com- 
pany, which is at all times a ſource of 
8 85 to me, but: would be particu- 

. larly | 
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larly fo on this occaſion. you ſhall not, 
however, be without an account of the 
feſtivity that taſk I impoſe on myſelf, 
to the beſt of my poor abilities, Believe 
me, my ever dear friend Wo 


Your's affectionately, 


M. MITFORD. 


* anew. — 9 


== By e 
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1 
LETTER XVII 


MISS MITTORD 
|.” Oe, 
MISS FOSTER; 


in Continuation. 


15255 my laſt letter with an account 
of Monday's feſtival, which, though 
not ſo magnificent 'as Tueſday's yet; 1 
believe, afforded much more true happineſs. 
His Lordſhip had ſent a card of general in- 
vitation to all the Nobility and Gentry for 
many miles round the country, to partake 
of a ball in honour of oür dear friends, 
at his own Aſſembly Room, and an 
elegant ſupper at his houſe. The com- 
pany aſſembled early, and were refreſhed 
with coffee, tea, &c. &c. in the pavillions 
which we made uſe of on Monday for 
Our 
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our rural paſtimes. The company were 
near three hundred in number; and a 
great concourſe of people aſſembled to 
behold the enlivening ſcene. Our amiable 
brides would gladly have dcclined the 
intended honour, but none were excuſed ; 
even the villagers were not forgotten, being, 
at the earneſt requeſt of the whole company, 
ſent for; their gruly ſimple and amiable 
manners won the-hearts of the great; and 
Lord ——, and Mr. Warton's generous 


conduct having got wind, was made an 
example. The Duke of M, with a 
moſt bewitching accent, entreated the 
company to imitate their benevolent act, 
and immediately, with the utmoſt grace 
and condeſcen{ion, commenced the ſub- 
ſcription, by putting five guineas into a 
flower. baſket, and became the humble 
advocate of rural: innocence and love; 
in which he ſo well ſucceeded, as to collect 
near one hundred pounds, which he 
divided equally; |, then taking his own 
purſe, and entreating for three others, in 
the moſt affable manner ſaluted the brides, 


D 4 preſenting 
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preſenting each of them with a purſe, and 


promiſed to be god-father to the firſt 


child that .came among them.—Lord 
 Townly followed the Duke, and with the 
greateſt good nature, promiſed to become 
ſponſor to the ſecond, and bring a god- 
mother with him, which he ſuppoſed his 


> Grace had forgot, but would no doubt 


rectify. His Grace immediately replyed 
he certainly would, and cordially thanked 
his Lordſhip for the hint. 


This gallantry in theſe two Noblemen 
ſpread like lightening throughout the room, 
and the gentlemen became emulous who 
ſhould have the like privilege to the 
ne two couples; when Lord 
, in the moſt agreeable and lively 
manner, propoſed they ſhould be candi- 
dates, and the fair part of the company 
voters, This motion meeting with general 
approbation, the election ſpeedily commenc- 


ed, and the greateſt ſhew of fair hands 


being declared | in favour of the Marquis 


of 
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of T——, and Sir Charles Saville, thoſe 
gentlemen were declared duly elected; 
and the Honourable Miſs Jervoiſe deſiring 


„ Nee ß bes ri 


on the office of Secretary, immediately regiſ- 
E tered their names in her memorandum 
l- book, which was copied by moſt 
is preſent. 


You may be aſſured, my dear friend, 
that during this agreeable conteſt, the 
young and amiable couple were not 
without manifeſt confuſion, which was 
"3 increaſed by the compliment paid to 
2, | themby the Ladies and Gentlemen, who 
o all declared they ſhould be happy to attend 
le the ſacred ceremony, which Lord —, 
d our hoſpitable entertainer, promiſed, 
y &# ſhould ſuch an event take place again; 
i- F which was, to invite the preſent company to 
„attend; and added, that he hoped ſome 
il ol our own dear friends might be ready 
by that time to take a part on the occaſion , 
s | | and did not doubt, ſhould they all want 
s ti, there would be candidates , to 
f be found. 
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My Lord then begged permiſſion for 


2 
" 


'The Duke entreated of my brother 
ae favour of / Georgian's hand, which 
was: readily complied with; ; and the 
accompliſhed Marquis of; 'T'———— took 8 
Sir Charles Saville danced with | 
Maria, and Lord Townly your humble 
ſervant, who beſtowed many compliments, 
and ſaid a number of agreeable. things. 
But, believe me, my heart was far from 


Selina 


the young villagers to retire, as he was 
confident the unbounded generoſity and 
good humour of the company had over- 
whelmed them with gratitude, —This re- 
queſt was, at length, reluctantly complied 
with, and the good wiſhes of the whole 
attended their departure. Vou may 
believe our beloved friends had no ſmall 
ſhare of the general congratulation ; and 
the tribute was not conſtrained, but 
flowed ſpontaneouſly from the heart, Such 
emaßations of the mind cannot be deſcribed 
by words, I ſhall therefore give you a 
lit of our handſome _ partners, and an 
| i ov of the dancing. 


this 


A 
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this place of joy; therefore paid no 
more thana polite attention to what he 
ſaid; though, 1 think, had Captain 
Williams been my partner on this happy 
event, I could with pleaſure have liſt- 
ened to all he might have ſaid to me; 
but this was not the caſe; however, 
I will give my Lord the credit of beirg 
an accompliſhed man, capable of attach- 
ing a heart not already diſpoſed of, by 
his {uperior attractions and affable man- 


ners. 


Sit George Montague paid uncommon 
attention to Miſs Huet, whom you muſt 
| acknowledge, both from her natural 
charms, and acquired accompliſhments, 
is a moſt amiable and engaging young 
woman; and 1 sflure you ſhe is equal 
in the eſteem of all your friends in the | 
Vale of Felicity, for now our village is 
called by no other name; nor can any 
other name be more aptly applied to the 
happineſs of its inhabitants. | 


Pardon 2 thi ae but 1 muft 
Acquire you, that we all performed 
wonders , 
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wonders; though I will not pretend to 
inform you of every pair that danced, 
or to claſs the partners; ſuffice it that I 
acquaint you of the circle of our inti- 
mates. My brother opened the ball 
with the celebrated Miſs Coke, of Coke- 
Hall, a lady no leſs remarkable for 
her beauty than her coquetry ; but the 
grace which ſhe diſplayed on this occa- 
ſion, ſeemed to raviſh every beholder. 
There were about four or five minuets 
danced, and then country-dances began, 


which were kept up with great ſpirit 


till half paſt one, when our company 
was deſired into the ſupper room. This 
was elegantly decorated, and every de- 
licacy in ſeaſon decked the table. About 
four o'clock, as the Sun was riſing in all his 


eaſtern ſplendour, our noble company 


broke up, amply gratified with the 
hoſpitable entertainment; which, alto- 
gether, exceeded uy N ever ſeen at 
this Place. 


As ſoon as uſual viſits of formality 
are over, we are going on a party of 
ms 
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pleaſure to the metropolis, Lady Savoy 
having moſt politely offered us the uſe 
of her houſe during our ſtay, which we 
moſt cordially accepted. So, if you 
hear no more of us till we get to London, 
or, for ought I know, till we return, you 
muſt not be ſurpriſed, - for I fear I ſhall 
have little or no time for communication 
before. However, if opportunity offer, 
I ſhall not fail to oblige my dear Foſter. 


M. MITFORD. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 
MISS ARABELL A FOSTER. 
MY DEAR FOSTER, 


H E die is caſt; and your Selina 
now oh, het ſhall I lay ſhe. is 


Why, 1 hope firmly. fixed in the ſeat ll © 
of happineſs ſor life, in the ſilken band of 

Hymen. Little did I think, when laſt '3 
I ſaw my valuable and dear friend, that 1 
my heart would have taken ſo ſudden 3 


a flight from its habitation, much leſs 
that I would fo ſoon become a wife; but 
When the amiable and gentle Warton 
pleaded the cauſe of Love, what maid 

could 
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could bear without emotion, eſpecially 
Hour Selina, who, perhaps, was firſt 
3 Wenraptured at his appearance; though 
if I may believe what I ought from his 
4 Igenerous behaviour, the little blind God 
did not do his work by halves, ſince 
Y both ſeemed captivated in the ſame mo- 
ment; and, indeed, I am his paſt re- 
; e nor have I even the power 
f Jof repentance, ſo great is my happi- 
Ineſs, and that not altogether on my 
FJ own account; for my brother, the ſame 
2 moment that poſſeſſed me of Warton, 
gave to me a ſiſter, in eſpouſing my huſ- 
band's ſiſters who may be ſtiled perfection; . 
and our worthy Mr. Dean ſhares every con- 
1 jugal felicity with another ſiſter of my 
adored huſband's. Our bappineſs is com- 
pleat. Let me entreat you to join the 
joyful band at Lady Savoy's, in London, 
till when 1 ſhall leave you to form your 


own opinion of this mornble event, 
Adieu. | 


1 am for erer, 37950 
Your's, DD n Ui 8c 
SELINA WARTON. 

pr LETTER 
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FTER travelling near two days, our f 
we wanted nothing but the com- are 
pany of our dear Miſs Huet to 140 we, 
to our agreeable journey. We arrived But 
in the metropolis, and found every thing, 4 and 
by order of the polite Lady Savoy, 1 | { 
compleat readineſs for our reception, f men 
for which her Ladyſhip is certain. ſhip 
ly entitled to our warmeſt . I 


LETTER XX. 


' MRS. IV ARTON- 
To : 1 
MUS HUET, | 


Mr. Warton has not been in London 3 
for a number of years, and his ſiſters 
never; therefore we perhaps ſhould have 4 
been in a a diſagreeable ſituation, had we 

| been 
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been obliged to have procured lodgings | 
for ourſelves, being as you know, to- 
tally unacquainted with theſe things. 


The agreeable Miſs Foſter joined us. 
two days after our arrival, by my ſiſter's 
invitation (who, you know, are boſom. 
friends) and ſhe is well accquainted 
with the town etiquette, we ſhall find 
her, no doubt, a uſeful and agreea- | 
ble companion. She introduced us, the 
firſt night of our arrival to the play, where 
75, our party made a conſpicuous figure; and 
m. through the connections of Miſs Foſter 

ve received not a few fine compliments. 
But oh! my dear Huet, how inſipid 
and dull are theſe things now to us !-— 
I fay us, becauſe we all appear ce- 
mented in the - ſame bonds of friend- 
ſhip and conjugal felicity, 22 


To you, my friend, I ſpeak, for I 
know your generous ſentiments are con- 
genial with my own; the things we are 
10 ſee are novel, indeed, but we want 
no addition to our happineſs, nor could 
5 35 any 
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any novelty or diſſipation fill one va- 
cuum, were we abſent from each other. 
Each happy day brings its joys with it, J 
and my. adorable huſhand makes every 
moment ſubſervient to my happineſs; 
Oh, Selina! where, or how, or when, can 
thy grateful heart, in terms of pious fer- 
vor, ſufficiently adore the Supreme Gi- 
ver of all, for this his perfect gift of 
the beſt of Chriſtians, huſband, and 4 
friend! 1 9 


"WOES my dear friend, the overflowing 


of my foul, ſince I cannot hide the in- 3 
moſt reeels of my heart from you. I 
am indeed all joy ard gratitude ; nor 


do I think I ſhall become a convert 
to the pageantry of a playhouſe, ſince 
I am not a conſtant frequenter of 
them. I hope in my next to give vou 
a deſcription of the Abbey Muſic- meeting, 
from which we expect great ſatisfaction, 
particularly as their Majeſties and the 
princeſſes are to be preſent, whom 


we have never had the honour of 
7258 M 


4H 


Accept 
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Accept our warmeſt wiſhes for your 
health, and hope your mamma and ſiſters 
enjoy that invaluable bleſſing; and believe 


us to be, with the moſt cordial eſteem, 


Ever your's, 


SELINA WARTON, 


LETTER. 
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in Continuation, 


MY EVER DEAR FRIEND, 1 
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A CCORDING to promiſe in my 
laſt, Iwill attempt to give you 
a deſcription of the Mulic at the Abbey, 
but my feeble powers are unable to do 
juſtice to what beggars all deſcription. 
The doors were opened by nine o'clock, 
and by ten we ſeated ourſelves commodi- 
ouſly in one of the ſide gallaries; our ſituati- 
on was particularly agreeable to Miſs Foſter, 
who was thereby gra tified with a full view 
of their Majeſties' box, as alſo the entire 
command of the orcheſtra, It was fitted up 
ia * 
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in the moſt magnificent ſtyle, and is not 
in the chapel, as we in the country ſup- 

poſed, but in the body of the Abbey, ſur- 
rounded by the monuments of our illuſ- 
trious anceſtors; the orcheſtra conſiſted of 
rows of ſeats one above another, at the 
top of which were placed a large pair of 
kettle drums, and juſt below theſe an or- 
gan of an amazing magnitude, but which 
had not, to me, the moſt Fg appear- 
ance. 


The Abbey was filled about eleven 
o'clock, and conſiſted of about three thou- 
ſand perſons of the firſt diſtinctiop. About 
a quarter before twelve their Majeſties 
entered, and the whole band ſtruck up 
in the moſt aweful yet delightful manner, 
till their Majeſties and their lovely 
daughters were ſeated. 


When the grand and noble performance 
began, never did I before experience ſuch 
ſenſations ; it at once inſpired the ſoul with 

| heavenly rapture and extatic' delight— 
to deſcribe I cannot; the attempt would 
e be 


LY 
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be vain: Indeed in my opinion, nothing . 
ſhort of what we are taught to believe c 
1 ſpear 


eaven's high choir can equal it. 
our general ſentiments, for you know we 
are congenial fouls. 


of every beholder ; 
much they were intereſted | in the enjoy. 
ment of their people's happineſs in 0 
ſolemn, grand, and aweful entertainment," 
It was over about four o'clock, and no ont 

ſeemed to depart diſappointed ; 
could they ? 


grand and tremendouſly ſolemn ſounds; | 
and then of a ſudden they ſofter paſs 
were all awakened and attuned to har: 
—_—_ but! told you I would not arterp 


we came here in ſearch of pleaſure, we are | 
to make a party there, of which! wil 
* advice 


The gracious and 
benign louks of their Majeſties were ſuf. 
ficent to intereſt and ſecure the —_— 
they evinced bon 1 


ad viſ 


even! 


what 


futur 
hike 


how 
gaity 
Wow; 
Jon 
we b 
T trobl 


and hov i Jem 
s — mar 
For according to my idea, 
it muſt have melted the ſavage heart, part. 


and diſlodged the depraved diſpoſition ( 
its habitation, by what I call terror, couge 1 
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adviſe you. Vauxhall is to be another 
„ evening's ramble; but I aſſure you, if 
„ what Mr. Warton has purchaied for our 
— MF future reſidence, be made in any degree 
Inke our dear Vale of Felicity, { care not 
how ſoon we get from. theſe ſcenes of 
„ caity and diſſipation. 


" The Abbey has been the place we have 
\) WE moſt admired, and the only one where 
Joe bave not been teazed with a ſet of 
= trobleſome beings, called beaus, who Ss 
ſeem to make no difference between the 
married and ſingle, modeſt, or immodeſt 
1 part of the creation; but are alike im- 
pertinent and inſulting to all. - We ſpend 
our mornings rather more agreeable; „ we 
J have been at a number of exhibitions by 
"XX 9day-light ſuch as wax-work, Britiſh Muſe- 
um, Rack ſtrow's Muſeum, the aſtoniſhing 
ox, &c. &c. and, in ſhort, to ſo many diffe- 
rent places that I muſt defer an account 
of them till we meet, which hope 
| will not be long, as we have ſome notion 
4 of making you in our way to Warton- 
| Grove ; for ſo, with the conſent of the 
beſt 
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beſt beloved of my heart, I intend to | 
call it, when you may paſs the verdict [| 
on it in proprie perſonæ. We then if 
you deſire it, may leave you in patling : 
to the happy village; or, if agreeable, * 
on our return from it, as you know we 
are bound by the ſtricteſt honour to viſit BY 
my Lord and Lady —, and alſo 
to take from the ſchool a girl to be my 


maid, as we all intend to do. We mean 


to ſolicit for the aſſembly fortune for 
_ thoſe we have at preſent, as a marriage 7 
portion, they all ſeeming inclined to follow 
the example of their miſtreſſes, which“ 
with us, you know is not diſapproved, 
as his Lordſhip maintains, that the 
Divine Inſtitution of Marriage is calculated 
to promote ſocial and domeſtic happineſs, 
and is beneficial both to Church and | 
State; where the parties united are ſo 
from diſintereſted principles, and only 
meet in hope of making each other happy. 
Indeed our little community proves the po- 


"> ne 


ſition in it is no ſuch thing as a diſcon- 
tented or jealous couple; every one contri- 
butes as much as poſſible to the general 
. tranquility, and the moſt trifling diſpute, | 
his Lardſhip hears with candour, and | 

judges 1 


Vo! 


ict 


3 
3 
FD 
2» 
"I 
[1 
— 5 
3 
5 
II * 

8 
<5 

. 

OF 


WE 
fey 
3 
N 
1 if 8 
1 
r Raps... 
RES 
þ "HER 
2 
— <> 7 
5 
ts 
io ll 
< 48 
) e I ' 
b 65207 
Rs, 
e 
Wwe 
Lot = 
SY 
* 2 28 
Y 
1 
IS. - 
| 0 Is 8 5 
XX + 
2 3 
% 536.8 
5 
Mm 2 : 2 ; 
4.2 
Wy 5,0. 
-} * 5 4 
an "2 C F x 5 
— 5 
{> EDI 
= 2 
1 
or 
BE * 
3 
: p hos + 
OW 
8 
, 5 2 4 
„ | 5 
3 
933 
45 
the ; | I 
+ 
os 2 
= 
. 
fe =. 
1:20 
Wt 
- * © 
a 9 
1 
y * 1 
„ 1 
EY 
1 
251 
3 
$8 
Po 
1 
* tg 
« ? Fol 3 
* : 
9 
nl "9 
P 1 
{© 
3 
1 
93 
, * I 
* 
D) 0 0 
1 
0- 
Fob 
tt * 
on- 
5 YE. 
* 7 4 4 
=y By + 
t 11 8 RE 
E ,*. 08 
> Ta 
2 
- ral 9 * 
Ge 
2 > 
4 "> 
e 15 
] ˖ 7 V+ 1 
85 
2 
1 d 3 
L * 
. 


OF FELICITY. 73 


judges with wiſdom and moderation ; but 


my letter will be without bounds if I go on. 
Therefore I conclude this, expecting you 
to be ready to accompany us at an hour's 
notice, aud beg you'll accept the hearty 
and ſincere reſpects of 


Tour faithful, 
SELINA. WARTON. 


To Lc E © LETTER 


m— 


THE VALE 


LETTER XXII 


MRS. DEAN 
„ 
MR. SPICER. 


, 8 La 2 
2 0 * 2 . — 2 fas, . . Ns 

5 © $43, 2 S £ 2 wy 9 . DR Fo 5 a4 3 
* - be, I 1 pi Na D * 7 . A * . — 5 YE 5 1 8 

oy E ers 3 S . ͤ⁰· c nuke JS. A 5 4 

. 2 1 . 1 FAT WS Gor EI ES. 11 2 KAR * e by 898 3 S 2 
LON In, : : FS S . RE a4 Ws 5 3 75 2 n ö N 
: a * . 88 2 


<> 2 J REA Tots 1,1 no I Es og —— — 
N / 3 wg of ot BE ot oe ES r 9 N 
> TTV 989338 ; SE AS BP ERR . HD e S „„ POO TILT 
8 8 FP 2 a ” : 4 : r LINES - 1 by Os 8 88 WS" el 
3 
3 
, gr. * by 


Cie MD 


"EY - AND DEAR $IR, | 4 


7 OUR candour will, I hope, plead my| | 
excuſe, for not acquainting you ſooner}? | 

with our ſafe arrival in London; but, 3 
| my brother and Mr, Mitford have alreadj, 1 
according to promiſe, ſent my Lord a mi- 
3 nute account of our late expedition, 1 2 
lieved any further e neden 


Ito ſpe 


Mr. Warton treats me with uncon-if 3 = 
is 


mon deference and reſpect; his deme:- 
nour and exterior behaviour is generous 4 but K 
liberal, and manly; and I account the gunve 
happineſs of having ſo dear and amiable addit 
2 e 4 
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1 a friend, as my adored Maria, one of 
l eaven' s greateſt 8 


"18% 


His Lordſhip has made me an ample 
proviſion, above my moſt ſanguine wiſhes ; 
and, amidſt a multitude of other kind 
*Foffices, has ordered, from London, furni- 
ture for my houſe equal to his own; 
hilſt he will not even ſuffer my grateful 
acknowledgments, diſclaiming merit, a- 
Wridſt profuſe liberality. Yet though my 
"Foratitude is prohibited, on pain of giving 
"Hoffence to this diſintereſted Nobleman, the 
Great Diſpoſer of All will accept my un- 
Wigned praile : Him I will ever folicit for 
3 he preſent and eternal en of my 
= ounteous donor, 
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To particularize all the amiable qualities 
3 of his Lordſhip would be an arduous taſk, 
co ſpecify the ſeveral inſtances of their be- 
neficial influence, an impracticable one. 
is bounty is not confined to me alone, 
but roves at large and is exerciſcd in an 
univerſal philanthropy, It is, however, an 
addition to my felicity that, while our No- 

13 ble 
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ble Patron continues to merit the eden 

and good wiſhes of mankind, his love 
bride renders herſelf worthy bis ae ; 
by a e of diſpoſition” 2 


Er alas Mee 
* 2 
WL „ 8 

4; p 2” Wong. 
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OR Af . 4 


The pleaſing ſenſations which occup 
my mind J am, at this inſtant, unable} 
_ expreſs in adequate terms; and, to ad 
to them, I can only fondly hope that, fr 
their example, the polite world will bed 
mulated to emulate their virtues, and in 
| bibe their benevolence. How much mo-, 
exquiſite, my dear friend, are the enjo; 
ments of minds of ſuch a caſt, than thu 
ſordid, diſſipated beings who live only t # 
themſelves! 1 know this exemplary pi 
will congratulate themſelves on their n 
being found ſingular in the delightful e 1 
erciſe of charity, and ſincerely rejoice tl. I 
we are bleſſed with the means of prom: | 
ing this Chriſtian 9 7 


All Fenda hors defire their moſt we 
ful compliments to him who has borre 
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Leen 1 
pvelß 


00 


Jonſiderable a ſhare in contributing to the 
Pappinels | of them and 


I N Your faithſul friend, 


del nnn DRAN. 
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THE VALE. 


LETTER XXII 


' MRS. HERBERT 


10 


MR. WARTOMN. 


' HONOURED SIR, 


F HAVE the ſatisfaction of informitg 19 
you, your houſe is Prepared for the r: 


* 3 
2 2 * * 
[7 


ception of yourſelf and family. —[1 flatta' V 
myſelf the accommodations will enſug Mar 
your approbation, by gratifying your = * 
pectations. I have endeavoured, by em thel 
ploying proper perſons, to have elegar ce. 
taſte, and convenience judiciouſly blende P. 
aa to the rank of yourſelf and reit Y 
ue; if, however, any thing ſhould 9 Ln 
Shaking: which 1 have ſtudiouſly labour 1 


tO * 0 hope not in vain) your gc 
nei 
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neſs will impute it rather to an error of 
judgment than intentional blemiſh. 


Having premiſed thus much relative to 
myſelf, may I take the liberty of cxpect- 
ing you ſoon at this manſion, accompani- 
ed by your accompliſhed ſoo uſe. Every 
perſon here is anxioufly awaiting the hap- 
"I py event. The apartments deſtined ior 
the reception of Lord C- and his ami- 
able Lady, are worthy only of ſuch gueſts, 
Z who, like Omnipotence elf, diffuſe: 
chearfulneſs and pleaſure amongſt all who 
are acquainted with them, 


My love to my ever-dear Georgiana, 
Maria, and, in ſhort, all che happy train 
chat now attend you, I impatiently expect 
their daily arrival. 


Pardon, dear Sir, this impertinent jar- 
gon, dictated by a maternal fondneſs, and 
a pleaſure that can oaly be heightened by 
the endeating appellation of grandmother 
to ſome little prattlers, the fruits of your 


marriage, 
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marriage, which, I truſt, will r not be fa 
diſtant ny, Sir, be expeditious and 


remove the anxiety of 


Vour dutiful and affectionate 


„ HERBERT, 
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LETTER XXIV. ,: 


— 


MR. MITFORD 
TO 


LADY SAVOY. 


MAD AM, 


GR EEABLE to ) the rn wich 
Which 1 am inveſted, by the party 


to whom 1 have the henour to belong, I 
return you, in their yame and for my ſelf, 
our higheſt commendation and acknows- 
| ledgments, for the polite condeſcenſion 


you evinced towards us, at your Lady- 
2 ſhip's hoſpitable manſon, during the laſt 
three months, by the ſplendor and elegance 
of your entertainment, aided by your na- 
2 tural gaiety, attention, and ut affected 
398 affability. 1 am alſo delired, by Mr, 


442 
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Warton, to entreat you immediately to 
honour his manſion with your preſence ; 
he is very importunate, and will not ad- 
mit of an excuſe; for he has propoſed 
with Lord C, to viſit the Vale of Fe- 
licity, where, from the eſteem which we 
entertain for you, your company will be 
particularly acceptable, 


Our e amuſements have been various in 
the metropolis, our ſatisfaction univerſal ; 
the muſical ſelection from Handel, per- 
formed at Weſtminſter-Abbey, gave us 
the moſt exquiſite delight; the number of 
performers, with the harmony of the 
whole, added to the ſacredneſs of the 
place, gave riſe to ideas more delightful 
than the Commemoration of the immortal 
compoſer, making Heaven itſelf the ob- 
ject of our contemplation.— Tour Lady- 
ſhip has, doubtleſs, heard a more parti- 
"cular account of the merits of the different 
performers than the limits of this letter 
admit, and from more competent judges 
than Jam; ſuffice it to ſay, however, that 
Volger's performance on the Organ was 
moſt Og; 


— — 


0 OT, 855 I am 


ed; ſo begging your Ladyſhip will ſignify 


neceſſary, inform you of the appointed 
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I am afraid your patience is exhauſt- 


your pleaſure on receipt of this, reſpecting 
Mr. Warton's requeſt, that we may, if 


day of meeting, ſhall now finiſh this tedi- 
ous epiſtle. | 


have the honour to be 
Tour Ladyſhip's 
Moſt obedient ſervant, 


R. MITFORD, 


E6 LETTRR | 


THE VALE 


LETTER XXV. 


MISS MITFORD 
＋ 6 


e? FOSTER. 


DEAR FOSTER, 


E arrived at Mrs. Huet's, after we 
had relunQantly parted with you; 


but, as we could not detain you, muſt 
be contented.- 
with Selina's friendſhip, and, like your- 
ſelf, renders herſelf worthy that bonour, 
by her mental Aacquirements, 


We were hoſpitably received by Mrs, 
and both the Mits Hyets; the former ex- 
preſſed uncommon ſatisfaction on the 
meeting of three ſuch amiable couples, 


and 


—Viiis Huet is bleſſed 
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and ſaid ſhe ſhould have been glad to ac- 
company us home, but this her infirmi- 
ties rendered impoſſible.— Her daughters 
poſſeſs all the endearing qualities of their 
venerable parent in a ſuperlative degree, 
the natural reſult of ſuch a virtuous pre- 
e 5 aſſiduity. 


My 4 Selina and huſband ſay they 
allow no excuſe, provided you do not vi- 
ſit them at the appointed time, of which 
they engage to give you the earlieſt no- 
tice, eſpecrally as you were abſent from 
the nuptial Ceremony and attendant re- 
Joicipg. 


| muſt earneſtly entreat you will com- 
ply with our joint ſolicitations, to witneſs 
the rural felicity we enjoy, and acknow- 
| ledge our recreat ons are, at leaſt, equal 
to the follies and deſires of the town; 
muſt beg, (for your friend's ſake) you 
will not diſappoint our expectations by 
neglect, and, if you can, ſend a card 
of invitation to Belville to meet you 

there, You will have no occaſion t to re- 
| pent 


86 THE VALE 


pent ſach condeſcenſion, and confer, at 
the ſame time, the moſt pleaſing favour on 


Your affectionate friend, 


MATILDA MITFORD. 


P. S. Miſs Hut goes hits with us ; for 
A month, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 


MR. WARTON 
1 10 
MRS. HERBERT. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


A CCEPT my thanks for the trouble 


you have ſuſtained on my account 


during my abſence —— We have left 
London, and expect to be with you 


in a week or ten days at moſt, there-_ 


fore wiſh you would acquaint Mr. Dean's 


people, that ſo they may have every 


thing ready on my arrival, for the re- 
ception of their maſter, miſtreſs, and 
ſome company; likewiſe to provide ac- 


commodatiou for all the ſervants, amongſt 


$8 THE VALE 
mo tenants neareſt the houſe, as we ſhall 
not find room enough; you will ſee what 


| ſpare rooms and what conveniencies they 


have, and with a liberal hand, order what 
> ? Lag find . 


I would have to celebrate our nuptials, 
and depend on you to ſee it accompliſhed, 


Chaplain, and having communicated my 
intentions to him, and no one elſe, I re- 
commend him to you as an aſſiſtant in 


lar, and make no doubt but you will 


all parſimony, and entertain not only m 
who can partake with pleaſure another's 


abundantly, and my wiſh ard deſire is 
EET 


lncloſed I end you my wiſhes for what 


I have met with a deſerving young Cler- 
gyman, whom J have engaged for my 


this buſineſs, which | know 1s by far 
too fatiguing for you. I have fully in- 
formed Mr. Williams of every particu- 


exert your endeavours to improve it: I 
could wiſh on this occaſion to lay aſide 


friends and tenants, but all around me, 


happineſs ; for heaven has bleſſed me 


to d 


pow 


love 
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to diſtrtibute to others, as far as in my 


power. I remain, my dear Herbert, with 
love and friendſhi P, h 


Your's 


r. WARTON, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVII. 


MISS MITIORD 
— 40 
MISS FOSTER. 


MY DEAR FOSTER, 


HOPE yon will congratulate me on re- 


L ceiving a few lines from. my dear 


Captain, in anſwer to my brother, to 


whom Mr, Warton wiſhes he had ſent an 


invitation to meet us at his houſe, on 


our firſt arrival to celebrate the nuptials 


of your friends; ſome will ſay has it not 
been done already? but all that is paſt, 
and we are to have another jubilee at his 
own manſion, Lord and Lady C——, 
bore the greateſt ſhare of the expence be- 


fore, but in this generous Warton will 


have 


| 
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have no partner: his invitation is general 
to every one whom we take notice of. 


I ſhall let you know of the Captain's 
coming for two or three reaſons: The 
firſt for joy, as it came. unexpectedly ; 
the tecond for your ſake, having ſent him 
word to call and bring you with him; 


and the third, becauſe I long to ſee him 
introduced to ſuch noble amiable friends, 
which now are ſo nearly connected with 


us, 


On Saturday evening next we expect 
all to aſſemble, for on Sunday we are to 
appear at the Pariſh Church in public, 
A fight, I dare believe, has not before 


been ſeen like it, at any town or village; 


the fair young village couples are not ex- 
empi—but J anticipate too much, perhaps, 
therefore ſhall ſay ro more, but that 


I am for ever, 
Your's 


M. MT FORD. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVIIL 


| MRS, MITFORD, 
TO 
MRS. AUSTIN. 


| DEAR SISTER, 


, change which was about to take 
place at the time of his writing to you; 


a change ſo ſudden, ſo unexpected, muſt 


have given your ſuſceptible heart many 


emotions for our future happineſs, which 


we well know is dear to you; but the 


_ taſk lam engaged in by my brother and 
Maria, is not ſo arduous as may be ima- 


gined, fince each of our partners a are in- 
- comparable, 


You have often heard my brother dwell | 


wir rapture on the virtues of bis friend; 


that 


| 


. 


\ 


V brother informed you of the 
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that valuable friend is now my adorable 
huſband, bound by friendſhip's ſacred tie 
as well as love, for we were on both ſides 
taught to love each other. 


Selina, my brother's bride, lovely as 
ſhe is, poſſeſſes all thoſe qualities which 
will endear her to your friendſhip; and 
the huſband of Maria is amiable, modeſt, 
pious, and worthy, and whole conſtant 
aim is to render herſelf an ineſtimable 
friend to all, deſires to have the education 
of your' 8 and our children. 


We hope your dear Mr. „and 
ſelf will quickly bring them, to become 
perſonally acquainted with their new rela- 
tions. Encloſed I have ſent you a jour- 
nal of each day's happineſs. 


Mrs. Herbert hegs to be remembered 
to you and your 's, likewiſe to your happy. 
ſiſter, and in the name of all 1 ſubſcribe 

* | 


Your's, 


| GEORGIANA MITFORD. 


LETTER. 
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IETTER XXIX. 


MRS. DEAN 
10 = 
MRS. AUSTIN. 


DEAREST SISTER, | 
FEAR you will hardly excuſe my in- 
attention in ſo ſeidom writing, but 

am certain, when you are properly ac- 


quainted with every circumſtance, and 
perſonally known to thoſe with whom we 


are ſtrongly conne<ted, ſince our arrival 


in England, I have no doubt but your 


free and unlimited pardon will be given 
to all. 


My brother acquainted you with our 
intentions, previous to their taking place. 
My ſiſter has ſent you an account of what | 

happened 
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happened in conſequence; and I have 
taken the pleaſing taſk of continuing our 
hiſtory. On Saturday, after the date of 
the letter you received, our gueſts arrived 
at Mr, Warton's, with an intent, accord- 
ing to the Engliſh phraſe, of houſe- 
warming. Mr. Dean and myſelf took 
poſſeſſion of ours; the eſtabliſhment of 
which by the generoſity of my brother has“ 
far exceeded our moſt ſanguine expedlati- 
ons, and filled our grateful hearts with 
the utmoſt eſteem and loye for him—but 
to proceed. 


We arrived two days previous to our 
dear brother, and his lovely ſpouſe, to 
prepare for the reception of many friends, 
who were invited to partake of this ſplen- 
did entertainment: The Pariſh bells uther- 
ed into the village all the noble gueſts, 
and by the evening every houſe was filled 
with viſitants. The good Lord and Lady 
0 —, accompanied our brother and 


ſiſter. 


1 The Duke of O | honoured us 
at the aſſembly, and the ok reſpectable 
| 5 per- 
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perſonages, in the neighbourhood were 
in his train, by appointment, who all 
ſeemed eager to partake of the Jubilee, 


The four amiable village couples were 


likewiſe of our party; but what exceeded 
all joy was another lovely and blooming 
couple, who, by the very artful contriv- 
ance of Warton and Mitford, and with 
the privity of Dean, were led to the altar 
of Hyrgen, bound in its ſilken bonds; in 
appearance, a lovelier couple were never 
united, they were Captain Williams and 
Miſs Mitford, the eldeſt and beautiful 


g ee of Mr. Mitford, and our dear. Seli- 


| The trick was thus.—The Captain 
| had long paid his addreſſes to Miſs Mit- 


ford, by whom he was equally beloved: 


He had often preſſed her conſent to their 


union, but ſuch was her ſituation with her 
brother and ſiſter in our happy vale, that 


ſhe would not conſent to his wiſhes, un- 
| leſs he made his abode among them; but 


he having a corwpany in a marching. regi- 


ment which was ordered on a diſtant ſta- 


tion, he could not, conſiſtent with the 
principle of a man of honour agree to her 
requeſt till his regiment bad performed 
their 
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their duty and returned to England, 


which happened to be the caſe at is 
Happy ata 


My gear brother bad fully learned 
| theſe particulars from Mr. Mitford, who 


loves the Captain with fraternal affection 
—his amiable qualities more fo, as ſeldom 


to be found in a foldier.--Thoſe two va- 


Juable men, wiſhing Matilda and every 


one as happy as themſelves, obtained the + 
Captain a commiſſion in the guards, as 
leſs likely to go! abroad, and ſent him 


word of the change. They then pretend - 


ed to have wrought upon Matilda in his 


favor, without acquainting her with the 
object of their endeavours; at the ſame 


time requeſted, as he came through the 


metropolis, he would bring a licenſe 


with him. This ſcheme pleaſing the gen- 


tlemen, they contrived their ſpouſes, who 


were acquainted with the plot, ſhould be 
. preſent at the interview—the firſt meeting 


of this lovely pair was accompliſhed by 


artifice; they told her he was coming by 
invitation, and procured a letter to him 


from her deſiring him to- bring Miſs 
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Foſter with him from London; their ar- 


rival was interrupted; and Miſs Fofter 
beipg admitted into the ſcheme, Matilda 
was led to the concealed pot, where all 


the traitors and abettors were hid, except 


Selina, who remained with her till the 
Captain was announced, and uſhered into 


her preſence. After the mutual embrace 


of the two ſiſters, Selina retired to her 
place of concealment, when a ſcene en- 
ſued I am unable to deſcribe. The mo- 
ment they were alone, the Captain fell on 
his knee, and ſeizing her hand with rap. 
ture, exclaimed, * Oh! Matilda, deareſt 
f women, how: happy haſt. thou, by 
e this condeſcenſion made thy unworthy 
% fave? How can I (ui Beiently pour forth 
* my gratitude to you, or thoſe friends, 

ho have intereſted themſelves in my 

„behalf: 
love ſhall ever inhabit the late torment- 
e ed breaſt of thy adored Edward“ 
tell me, exclaimed he, Killing her hand 
ten thouſand times, if poſſible, in a mo- 
ment, when will the happy day arrive 
on which I can call thee mine.“ 


Wala, 


Nothing but gratitude and 


0 
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Matilda, amazed at what ſhe had juſt 


heard, endeavoured to withdraw her band 


from that of the Captain, and aſked what 
ſhe was to underſtand by his laſt words? 


Fou know, Sir,“ continued ſhe, © my 
« determination; and Vil hear no more 
till Providence has altered your ſtation. 
« You have long known my affection, 
„ which it has not been in my power to 
« conceal, and I ſincerely rejoice to ſee 


« you; ſtill however I am under the ne- 
A ceſlity of deſiring you to quit me, or 


never more mention what you have juſt 


, repeated. =; 


6 Cruel Matilda * cried the noble 
youth burſting into tears,“ Cruel beau— 
* ty! why were my fond hopes deluded 
with ſo flattering a proſpect: I go then 
for ever from the brirk of happinels, 
« plunged till deeper into deſpair 


Why ſuffer me to fall the victim of de- 


85 © lufion, or inſult my feelings by raiſing 

me to the utmoſt ſummit of my wiſhes, 
then cruſhing my hopes on the verge of 
4 conſummation, only to render me ſtill 
e more unhappy D permit me a laſt em- 
* brace, and I'll fly for ever.“ 


F 2 Matilda, 


Captain,“ 
_ * but was your love as ardent as mine 
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Matilda, and the whole company were 
cient affected; the gentlemen began 


to repent their frotic, but none had power 
to ſtir— Matilda ſobbed, and urging 
him not to go, ſaid, I have not deluded 
«you; 1 have not inſulted you; God for- 
bid! all my earthly happineſs is center- 


«* ed in you, why will you fly? The al 
« proteCting hand of Providence, will, | 
e am perſuaded, give us an opportunity 


© of being yet happy, but why ſhould 


* we be thus impatient ? God in his own 
« time, who ſees our conſtancy, will re. 


„ ward our affection.” 


:4 Oh! life giving word,” 2 1 the 
You again revive my hopes, 


« you would not reject the ſolicitation of 
* your deareſt friends, nor withſtand the 
« fond intreaties of your moſt faithful 


nd fervent lover. You fee Selina happy 


with a Warton, your brother with 


_ * Georgiana, a Dean with a Maria; their 


« earneſt and mutual wiſhes are to {ee 


70 Matilda 1o with her Edward ; and 


if © that 


their 
o ſee 
2 
6 that 
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« that Matilda is inſenſible of her own 
happineſs.“ 


“No Sir,” replicd ſhe, © yon miftake , 
„it is not ſo, they are all happy, and 
« next to my own, I rejoice in theirs; 
„they eſteem you, but not one has 
* mentioned the fubjc a repreſer 

mentioned the fubject as you repreſcnt 


8 
cc Ik, 5 


% Infatuated maid,” ſaid the Captain, 
* look on this letter, which brought me 
« to you, ſatisfy yourſelf of their wiſhes,” 
Matilda read the letter, but ſtill aſſured 
the Captain it was a forgery to render 
them both unhappy ; © Pity me,” faid 
ſhe, © and pardon my behaviour to you; 
* had I known of this, I ſhould have been 


| © prepared to have anſwered and con- 


* vinced you of its falſity; but my bro- 
ther ſhall fee it, and we will endeavour 
* to trace the author. | 


The Captain remained filent for a mo- 
ment, but at length claſping her in bis 
arms, exclaimed, ** Now can you con- 
* ſider me in fault? do you not think 

. F 3 4 . 
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"20-0 diſappointment ſufficient to render 1 4 
« me miſerable! Sure a heart of adamant « } 
* cannot inhabit that divine form to 1en- 5 
„der it callous to the ſoft incitements of 
„love and friendſhip.-—-* No Matilda,” W253 
continued the Captain, © 'tis impoſſible! | he 
and we muſt not part thus,” —Mitford WU on 
entered from behind the arras —“ No, ing 
* nor ſhall not, by Heaven, till you call 
me brother!“ | ; 

. ds Ove wit 
Matilda hricked, and fainted in the anc 
arms of her lover—every aſſiſtance was Mt 
immediately adminiſtered to recover the 2 
gentle fair, who at length opened her fine 7 
eyes, to the unſpeakable joy of her af- - 
frighted lover; this frolic, which had all 
nearly proved fatal to the lovers, was ſin- es : 
9 repented of by all parties. . 8 
e 1 | till. 
Mr. Warton pathetically related the oy 
ſcene which by his imprudence he had Mr 
occaſioned ; but hoped both parties would wh 

Pardon bim, ſince his intentions were to reſi 
make them happy ; ſo ſaying, he put the TA 
commiſſion into Matilda's hand, and ad- © 


ded, 66 ſce if that obJurate fair can alter 
ier 


k 
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« her + ſentiments—if you cannot, you 
* love not, ſince love and friendſhip can 
ad do no more.” 


Matilda &rould fain have knelt to our 


brother, but he would accept no thanks, 


only intreated pardon fur wantonly ſport⸗ 
ing with their! peace. 


The Captain's noble heart was melted 
with gratitude, which ſuffuſed his eyes 


and diſenabled him from utterirg a word 


he was aſked ; “ Are you now ready 
to receive this lady as a biide! And 
Dare you ready, Madam, to make the 


I beſt of men happy.” The Captain was 
wha Kung the Lady covered with bluſh- 


: he claſped her in his arms, while 
ry tongue rung the verſuaſive peal, 
till-he extorted a faint yes; he ro ſooner 
announced this plealing affirmative, than 
Mr. Mitford deſiced my beloved to put it 
out of her power to recede, which ſhe 
reſiſted, and was forced a willirg victim 
to the altar; her two bride-maids 88 
in waiting, my Lord and Lady C 
were called ip, and his Lordſhip infiting | 

F 4 on 
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ken 

on the ſame honor he had before among 
us, gave her to her enraptured Captain, 


A Miſs Foſter and a Miſs Huet were 


the bride-maids; and ſo in the ſpace of 


an hour, Matilda, from whoſe thoughts 
marriage was as yet far diſtant, became 


a bride to the only man, who had ever 
made an impreſſion on one of the moſt 


perfect and lovely women in the creation, 
who had long ſighed for the object of her 
affeQions, ere ſhe would yield conſent to 
be his, urging prudential motives, and 
that her affection would never, after mar-. 


riage, permit her to ſeparate from her 
huſband, and the attachment of her be- 


loved brother: the delightful village alſo 


invited her to reſide where happineſs 


crowned its benevolent inhabitants. 


After the ceremony, which was ; per- 
formed in my brother's Chapel, ſhe col- 
lected her ſpirits ſufficient to beg it might 


be kept ſecret from the reſt of the com- 


pany ; and the uſual ceremony in ſuch 
caſes being complied with, we ee 
as if nothing had happened. | 


Our 
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Our gueſts coming in from rambling 


in different parties 5 alter, and the 
_ uſual ſalutation over, an elegant cold col- 


lation was ſerved up, and each were 
ſhewn their reſpective chambers. By the 
defire of the lovely couple, they retired 


with us, as did Miſs Foſter and Huet; 


with ſeveral others who choſe to be more 
retired than they poſſibly could be ſhould 
they mix in the general buſtle, and. the 


marriage was kept a profound. ſecret from | 
all but thoſe who were witneſſes of the 


ſtrenuous endeavours of Mr, Warten to 


| render his iter happy: 


On Sunday morning was private bel 


faſting, ſome in parties ip the garden, 


others in the ſaloon, but all repaired to 
the Church, for ſo the invitation ran, and 
the Captain led his bride there in ſilent 


triumph. An excellent ſermon was 


preached by the Honourable and Rev. 
Dr. C ——, in favour of conjugal love 


and domeſtic felicity, compared with the 
degeneracy of the age, which ſeemed 0 


| have a moſt happy effec on a numerous 


audience, . . l 
F 5 Dianer 
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Dinner was ſerved up in different apart- 


ments, excluſive of that in the grand ſa- 
| Joon, to which one hundred perſons ſeated 
_ themſelves. Every thing was conducted 
in the greateſt order, and the company 


ſee ned particularly charmed with the de- 
NET park and woods adjoining,.—All 


retired early to reſt, as with one conſent, 


both from reſpe& to the day, and to be 
prepared for * [ROY to begin the Ju- 


chile. 


The morn was uſhered in by the riſing 


ſun, bells ringing, and the ſhepherds 


_ neatly and uniformly dreſſed, tuning their 
pipes, and ſerenading the houſe and park 


with a variety of rural entertainments, 


which from the — 1 length of this let- 


ter J muſt paſs over. 


Mr. Warton and Mitford were up to 
con gratulate the company, and conduct 
them to their appointed places for break- 
faſt, in a beautiful and extenſive garden 

ljoining to the houſe; where art and 


1ture ſeemed combined to ſpread luxu- 


us delight; here about twenty boys 
and 


ere. < wy 


/ 
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and as many girls were habited in a 
rural ſtyle, and decorated with artificial 
and real flowers, ſpreading the walks, 
as they entered in four diviſions to four 
tables. At one, Lord C — and Geor- 
giana preſided; another, Warton and 
Lady C——=- , a third, Mitford and Se- 
lina ; the fourth, the Captain and his 
wiſe. The Company were equally di- 
vided, and grand pavillions ſhielded 
them from the weather, At each table 
five girls and five boys attended, and ex- 
cited the general admiration of the com- 
| pany, Behind the different pavillions, a 


; band of muſic delighted the cars, while 
3 converſation rational and enteitaining ren- 
Y dered the rope highly eh 

When breakfaſt was ended the com- 
pany walked into the park, which the 
8 villagers had occupied, and were pre- 
| paring many rural ſports; amongſt others 
- MU the noble game of cricket, at which two 
n M fets of the young ard handſome were ſe- 
d |_moe lecied, who ſtrove for three prizes. The 
4 firſt a plough, the other two of leſs value. 
ys This afforded great entertainment .ard 


1d . F 15 lakes . 
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laſted ſome hours; during which a cold 


_ collation was ferved, with wine, &c. for 


the common | uſe. 


After a ſharp conteſt for the prizes was 


decided, another ſet appeared, with bows 
and arrows, in manner of the old Engliſh 


archery, in which, great ſkill and dex- 
terity were diſplayed ; the prizes were 


three ſheep to the beſt markſman, two 


ſheep to the ſecond, and one to the third. 
The archers were neatly and uniformly 


clad, and their activity afforded great en- 
tertainment to the e 


| | Theſe {das being ended, the 
country people were ſummoned to dinner, 
at which about one hundred men, women 
and children, were aſſembled, the dinner 


conſiſted of old Engliſh roaſt beef, and 


plumb pudding; there was boiled beef, 


beſides, and ſeveral ſheep dreſſed with 
vegetables of all kinds ; and great order 
and decorum was obſerved; this plentiful] 


proviſion was made in order that the . 


ruſtics might partake of a ſupper. 


Dinner 
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Dinner being ended, the gueſts retired 
to the houſe, to imitate the villagers, and 
every thing in ſeafon, both uſeful and or- 
namental appeared at the table; a moſt 
elegant deſert crowned the feſtive and 
hoſpitable board. The Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen differed from modern companies, 
the former deemed it no indecency to re- 
main while the gentlemen indulged the 
bottle. A ſpacious room was thrown 
open exhibiting an amazing number of 
inſtruments, and we had a number of 
voices, Which ſeemed to unite every in- 
dividual as one harmonious foul, 


Nothing, my dear ſiſter, could equal 
the ſeraphic bliſs with which all ſeemed 
enraptured ; and I am much miſtaken, if 
it does not produce tender ſcenes between 
ſome of the -parties preſent —The Duke 
of ſeemed particularly attentive to a 
Miſs L , who adds to great ſkill 
in muſic and harmony of voice, an elegant 
figure and amiable diſpoſition. 


Lord Townly, who before had pal TY | 
ped attention to Mifs Mitford, finding 
her 
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her Captain with her, like a man of ho. 
nour, has withdrawn his forces of love, 
and beſieged with its whole artillery her 
friend, Miſs Foſter, who, abating a little 
for coquetry, is, indeed, a lovely girl. 


Several other young couples ſeemed 
Well pleaſed with each other, and parti- 
cularly attracted by the beauty of the 

ſcene, which was well adapted to inſpire 
tender paſſion. Thoſe who enjoyed the 
ſweets of this terreſtrial Paradiſe, were 
in no haſte to bring it to a concluſion, 
as they did not break up till a Very. late 
hour. 


| The villagers alſo ſhared its pleaſures, 
for the concert being in the lower part of 
the houſe, and the doors and windows 
thrown open, theſe worthy people partook 
of the feſlivity, It was concluded by the 


ruſtics who began it, with a ball on the 


green,” in which ſeveral of the young 
Noblemen cordially joined. This over, 
ſupper was announced, and ſerved with 
no leſs decorum and elegance than dinner 
Toe the preceding day. 


5 1 
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5 I fear my dear ſiſter will think this a 
e, MW tedious letter; ſhall, therefore, defer till 
ay my next an account of the ſplendor and 
le conviviality of as noble ard worthy an 


aſſemblage of beauty and dignity as ever, 
perhaps, graced the manſion of a private 
gentleman. 


Pray preſent our moſt cordial affection 
to your beloved ſpouſe and children, and 


believe me to be with the higheſt ſenti- 
ments of eſteem, x | 


Your's, 


M. DEAN, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXX. 


MRS. DEAN 
To 


MRS. AUSTIN, 


in continuation, 


CCORDING to my promiſe in my | 


laſt, I have taken up my pen, to 
inform my dear ſiſter of our matrimonial 


Jubilee; though it has placed my brother 
in an amiable light to all around him, it 
has not increaſed our happineſs, ſince that 


can receive no addition this world can 
afford. Heaven grant this felicity may 


continue; though it will make life, per- 


haps, too deſirable. Yet, according to 
che diſpoſition. of our amiable Patrons, 
there 


er FELICITY, - 113 


there ſeems little doubts of its durabi- 
ity. | 


I finiſhed my laſt with an account of 
Monday's feſtival, and muſt now preſent 
you with Tueſday? s, Which was of 
a a moſt elegant nature. About a mile 


from the houſe, at the extremity of the 


Park runs the Tamer on which there 
was what in the metropolis would be 
called a Regatta. The breakfaſt was 
much in the ſame ſtile as Monday's; but 


many, from the fatigue of the over 


9 choſe their own apartments. 


A moſt ent dinner was provi- 
ded, on board a number of pleaſure— 
barges, or yatchs, elegantly decorated, 
each having a band of muſic; the com- 


pany divided themſelves by lot, and the 
fame perſons preſided as at the tables on 
ſhore. The day was beautiful beyond 
_ deſcription, and a grand ſalute of cannon 


was diſcharged when the company all got 


on board. They had an agreeable ſail of 


ſeveral hows, till dinner was ſerved, 
Wer they returned near the park, 


where 
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where ſeven ſmall boats a: opeared, with ak 
a young watermem on board, deſtined to 
row againit tide, fur three prizes of twen- 
ty, ten and five guineas; and the boat 
of each rower ſucceſsful or not, was to 


be his on , they were dreſſed in a very 


light, but plealing manner, and well de- 
ſerved the reward they contended ſor; 
and as the weather proved ſo favourable, 


it was a molt delightful ſcene. The ſpec - 
tators on ſhore were numerous; and 
after the uſual refreſhments, the com -- 


pany landed under diſcharge of cannon, 


2s the dieffed for the ball, there was 


an emulation of maguificene which would 
| have done honour to a Court. As ſoon 
as all the company were aſſembled in the 
ball room, Lord delired the favour 
of ſpeaking, a few words to introduce 4a 
daughter. Poor Matilda bluſhed—but 
my Lord, taking hold of her by the hand, 
. faid, © Though I promiſed ſecrecy at the 
ceremony, I do not, my dear, think it-will 
be to your honour to keep it ſo, and to 
„jet this noble company part, without 
" ſharing your telicity, which I am well 
| aware 


« aware they all do: I ſhall deliver my 


5 both of you to the TONS of all 
4 preſent, 


his Lordſhip, ©& this Lady was abſolutely 


deny her attachment for this gallant Cap- 


© ate celebration of an event ſo deſirable to 


ſecrecy, was happily and inſtantly conclu- 
« ded, and I am proud in having the honour 


| a gallantry peculiarly pleaſing, ſaluted the 
bride, who was covered with confuſion; 


the congratulations of all preſent, for their 


pair. 
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« daugitter to your protection, and 


„Ladies and Gentlemen,” continued 
bent againſt marriage, though ſhe did not 


« tain ; but on the firſt meeting on Saturday 
- helped by a ſcheme of her worthy bro- 
« ther's, and extorting a promiſe of amend- 

ment from her, we nkfted on the immedi- 


the whole family, which with a promiſe of 
* of calling her daughter.” He then with 
his example was followed by all the gen- 
tlemen preſent, and the room rang with 
laſting happineſs, every one declaring 


the moſt cordial friendſhip for the happy 


I confeſs. 
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I confeſs this ceremony was almoſt 


too much for any lady to bear; but not 
being previouſly apprized of it, her ſpirits 
were not depreſſed till the moment their 
exertion were called into action. The 


_ ſaid he muſt do himſelf the fame honour 
he had before with his own children, and 
and took Matilda out for the firſt minuet, 
which thoſe two accompliſhed perſons 
went through with inimitable grace, to the 
admiration of every one preſent. The 
Duke of - 


T a * n 
- a . 
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agreeable couple never met.—You will 
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ſatisfaction; and though no improper 


leveral nymphs and ſwank, who I dare 
fay will often meet again. 


men 


tumult of joy havirg ſubſided, my Lord 


ſelected the partger 1 
mentioned before and a lovely couple ey 
certainly are. Lord Townly and Miſs 
Foſter (I beg her pardon for my unjuſt ſuſ- 
picion of her). Suffice it to ſay, a more 


excuſe me [I hope for adding no more of 
the dancing. We had all partners to our 


aſſignations took place, yet there were 


The domeſtic bp which FEY 
amongſt us ſeems to inſpire the gay young 
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men with true ideas of the ſelicity of a 


conjugal life, when the objects are poſſeſ- 
ſed of cor genial ſouls, as we are; there we 
have reaſon to hope we ſhall be the hum- 


ble inſtruments of enen the happi- | 
neſs of many, 


The captain expreſſed his joy at his 
nuptials being made public, and declares 


| himſelf the happieſt of men. Our noble 
company kept up the ball with great 
ſpirit, and next day was mentioned as a 
time of ſeparation, but the Jovers of 
harmony entreated another concert be- 


fore we part, which meets the appro- 
bation of all parties, .who fear nothing 


but intruding too much; nor could any 
bother reaſon ever make them wiſh to leave 
bo noipitable and delightful a proce. 


The beginning of Welnedday: . was 


So in various rambling parties. 


After dinner on the plain before the 
houſe the concert commenced ; every 


one bore a part, which far exceeded the 


utmoſt ſtretch of imagination. It was 
; ed divine, and it was with difficulty 


_ We 
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we could prevail on ourſelves to give up 


the pleaſing taſk; but we had one more 


pleaſure to partake of, though it was on- 
ly a feaſt for the eyes. We attended a 
magnificent and ſuperb fire-work, con- 
ducted by the fame hands who furniſh 
Ranelagh with that ſpecies of amuſement; 
butnothing came ncar the delightful ſcene 
we had before left, which with one univerſal 
conſent, we agreed to dedicate two hours 
more to, after breakfaſt, 


I would have mentioned a few names 
as ſupremely great; but the whole was 


ſo coinpleat a band, that it would be injul- 


tice to comment on any individual; and the 


refined amateurs of the art wo have 
acknowledged its excellence. 


Immediately after this was over, our 


gueſts began to take their leave. 


This was a ſcene. of real tenderneſs 
between the viſitors and and the viſited ; 
and it was mutually agiced to keep up the 
_ anniverſary of the ſeaſon at one or other 


of their country ſeats, and every one 


goed 
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ſigned a paper, preſented by the Duke 
of ——, as a member of the happy and 


harmonious ſociety, Senſibility was 


keenly awakened at the parting, ſo mutu- 
ally charmed had the company been 
with each other, The greater part were 


| driven away by the approach of evening; 


but a ſmall and agreeable party were pre- 
vailed on to give us their company a few 
days longer. Lord C—— and his amiable 


_ conſort remained, as did Lord Townly by 
his own invitation, who is a profeſſed ad- 


mirer of Miſs Foſter; He is an accom- 
pliſhed man, of courſe agreeable to us, 


and I believe vo leſs ſo to her. She is ſo 


full of vivacity ſometimes, as to over- 
power him, which ſhe does by way of 


trying the ſtrength of his affection, 


The captain and his Lady ſtays a for- 


night with us, and then he goes to 


London for a ſhort time, but does rot 
intend to take a houſe in town, rather 
chooſing to divide his time of abſence 
from the regiment betwixt us and Mr. 


| Mitford, My brother has accommoda- 


ted 
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ted him with a ſuite of apartments in his 


houſe, and Mr. Mitford, - has done the 


ſame. 


My Lord C— and his Lady, 


Mr, Mitford and Georgiana, and four 


village couples, leave us in about three 
or four days. And now, my dear ſiſter, 
I have given you the beſt account in my 
power of the whole ; which may, perhaps, 
have tired your patience as unprofitable 


reading ; therefore conclude with wiſhing 


you and yours aer health and 
happineſs. 


Dear lter, 


Vour's affectionately, 


MARIA DEAN. 


LErrER 
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LETTER xXXI. 
— — 
e e e 
"09 
SIR HARRY EVELYN. 


. — 


5 DEAR SIR NARRY, 


AM ; uſt now arrived from Paradiſe, a 
| perfet Paradiſe, I aſſure you; but how 
] am, I know not; I want a friend's 


help and advice 1n the moſt ſerious buſi- 


neſs of my life, I thick J am in love; 
but whether it is with, a woman, or flow- 


ing from general ideas of matrimony, I 
cannot ſay. The place | have left is cer- 
tainly a matrimonial Heaven, infuſing life 


and extatic bliſs in its favourite votaries. 


Oh, that you had been but a witneſs to 


Vou, L. | (3 | thole . 


Ec 
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thoſe ſcenes of delight I have juſt quitted 
with regret. 


You vrabilllty-. have heard - of Lord 


C „and a village called the Vale of 
| Felicity. | was there about four months 
ago, at the celebration of the' nuptials of 
ſeven amiable couples, and have now been 


at Worton ſeat, at a Jubilee given by 


him, at which all the lovely pairs aſſiſted, 


and alſo an eighth marriage took place on 


the evening the company aſſembled, but 
in a private manner, to humour the bride, 
who is an angel—Captain Williams the 


: happy poſſeſſor. Indeed, more beauty - 


and perfection never met, than in the 
ladies I have mentioned—vainly did I la- 
ment one of them was not deſtined for 

e; but I am ſenfible I have not de- 


ſerved the diſtinction; and I much fear I 


ſhall never meet with -one who can confer 


on me that bliſs I have witneſſed in thoſe 


regions of happineſs, If there is another 
divinity on earth, it muſt be in that cir- 
cle; for, indeed, it ſeems to have dif- 
fuſed | its influence, and J have not eſcaped 


the force of its power, ——1I have ſeen—. 
and, 
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6d 1 believe, love a Miſs ; 


her perſon is charming; her mind ſeems 
enlightened ;, ſhe ſings divinely, dances 


gracefully, and plays delightfully.—In 
my Hbertine moments I have: adored her; 
but now I look for happineſs: of a more 
ſubſtantial nature; I want a wife, an exact 
copy of what I have ſeen ; one capable 


to charm me, and in whoſe nr diſpo- 


ſition and affection J might repoſe with 


ſecurity.— Whether the one I have men- 
tioned would be this to me, I ſhould like 


to know If in the affirmative, I ſhould 
be the happieſt of mortals.—1 find I love 
her with an affection that diſturbs m 
peace. Aſſiſt me, my dear friend, in this 

_ dilemma, and do not ridicule the ſerious 
_ converſion of your once gay friend. Vou 
know not the difference, perhaps, of mo- 


deſt virtue and unadorned beauty from an 
aſſemblage of poor painted - 


horrid name — too bad to meation ; and 


lam ſorry to ſay, you and I have crificed | 


many a precious hour at the. ſhrine of 


voluptugulneſs, and that without any real 
ſatisfaction; in ſhort, nothing but loſs 


G 2 0 


. Oh,: 


of honour, peace, reſt, and conſtitution. 


arduous taſk—tell me how I am to try 


rely on your friendſhip, and requeſt your 
immediate anſwer, remaining, in the 


eſteem. OS» 
. Your's, 


| io H. 


- Sn Fn — — 
> < 0," = 4 


Once more I entreat your advice in this 


the temper of my angelic miſtreſs. I ſhall 


mean time, with the higheſt ſentiments of 


pajn, wy 4 ww wy £A n 


LETTER 
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LETTER XxXII. 


MISS HUET 
ith; ved of bat 
ARS. WARTONV. 


DEAREST FRIEND, 


ſafe home, but not without a convoy: 


Captain Wilſon met my chaiſe immedi- 


ately on my quitting your houle ; he was 
on horſeback, attended by a couple of 


ſervants, | and inſiſted on ſeeing me ſafe 
home. I fancy it was a contrivance of 


Warton's; but 1 muſt pardon him, as 
my Squire behaved with the moſt re ſpect- 
ful and diſtant attention, riding cloſe by 


: the door for ſeveral miles, till a violent 


G 4 e 


| CCORDING to your FEY this 
ſerves to acquaint you, that I got 
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ſtorm gathering, good manners induced 


me to aſk him to ſhelter himſelf, which he 
did with apparent thankfulneſs; and our 


diſcourſe. turning on the ludje& of thoſe 
friends we had juſt left, he, in the moſt 


modeſt, but affe 


ing it had been his lot to be among the 


choſen few, who ſeemed born to bleſs. 
mankind, and to become patterns of con- 


jugal affection to the world. —** And why, 


- # my dear Miſs Huet,“ ſaid he, may 
T not you and I contribute to this great 
end l have ſeen fo much true joy and 


:% felicity in thoſe happy manſions; that [ 


. « from this moment declare myſelf a vo- 


* tary of virtuous love, and an enemy to 
« vice in whatever form it may appear.”— 


He preſſed my hand with rapture 1 


was perfectly dumb, and looked ſo filly as 


to be aſhamed of myſelf. He urged an 


anſwer, I thanked him in the beſt man- 
ner 1 was able, and applauded his _ 
lution; but told him I could fay n 

farther without conſulting my mamma. 


To this he e his acquieſcence, and 
begged 


ting manner declared a 
paſſion of the ſincereſt kind for me, wiſh. 
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begged permiſſion to wait on me home. 
He aſked if my heart was diſengaged: I 
ingenuouſly anfwered it was, though! 
did not ſay truth, for 1 found it too much 
inclined towards him; however, after an 
agreeable journey, we reached home, and 
he engagingly led me to my mamma; who 
received me with joy, and him very po- 
litely; at the ſame time thanked him 
and Mr. Warton for ſeeing me ſafe; 
and upon my telling her he was many 
miles from home, ſhe entreated him to 
take a bed, which he readily accepted, 
After he retired, my mother made many 
_ enquiries, and, without heſitation, I told 
her the whole that had paſſed. She ſeemed. 

highly pleaſed with my candour, and re- 

ceived him at breakfaſt with the greateſt 
cordiality and frankneſs. Of this he took 
the advantage, and preferred his ſuit, 
which he urged- ſo powerfully, as to gain 
her conſent to pay his add reſſes in form. 
She is, thank the Gracious Power, as 
well as we can expect her to be. She 
has often declared the chief object of 
her wiſhes was to ſee me and my ſiſter 


8:8 happily 


* 
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happily ſettled. Captain Wilſon is now | 
with us, having accepted an invitation 


to paſs a few days here, Adieu, my 


dear friend, and forget me not to your 
beloved. 


Your's ſincerely, 


ENS K. HUET, 


LETTER | 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


ARS. MITFORD, 


n+ 
MRS. AR ON. 


| DEAREST. SISTER, 


FTER 2 pleaſant; journey; in which 
we had nothing to regret, but the 
| ſeparation which has taken place among 
us, we arrived in our dear village, and 
were received, with great joy by all its in- 
habitants, who expreſſed a ſatisfaction 0 
little ſhort of adoration at the ſight of their | 
noble and generous patrons and benefac- 
tors. What heart-felt ſenſations of joy 
muſt thoſe exalted Perſonages feel, in be- 
iog able to render ſo many . induſtrious 
people happy ; and not only thoſe, but 
others are likely to ſhare the bleſſings they 

1 8 bave 
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have diffuſed. Bleſſings I muſt call them 3 


for did my Selina know what I now feel, 


and what I have hitherto felt, on account 

of the induſtrious poor, among whom E 
have ſojourned till this period of life, 1 
ſhould deeply awaken her ſenſibility, in a 


degree the extreme oppoſite to that joy I 


taſte in my preſent incomparable ſtate of 


happineſs, I allude to thoſe unhappy 
people of a diſtant region, who, merely 
becauſe they differ from us in colour, are 


doomed to groan beneath the yoke of 


perpetual ſlavery, Can the tincture of the 


ſkin juſtify ſo cruel an exerciſe of au- 
thority ?—Qr, are the heavenly portals 


ſhut to all who are not of our own com- 
plexion ?—Humanity ſhudders at the idea, 
and Religion forbids ſuch a ſuppoſition. — 


But the feelings of the one, and the prin- 
ciples of the other, are facrificed to a 


percentile thirſt for gain. 


1 brother, from his humane temper, 
Wes an excellent maſter; and often has 


-M affected him to have ander him as val- 
ſals, Chiefs, and even Princes, whom he 


5 has purchaſed like beaſts, and almoſt to 


perform 
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perform the ſame duties —Many has he 
reſtored to liberty, and all he endeavour- 

ed to make comfortable under his care. 
But even this could not ſatisfy a heart 
capable of feeling for another's woes. 
Often has he lamented his ſituation, and 
wiſhed himſelf a labourer in his native 
country, the benignity of whoſe laws 
aFord equal protection to the ermined 
Lord and the humble peaſant. 


The thought; however, of being able 
ſome time to do good, encouraged him to 
continue in the iſland, till he found one 
in whoſe integrity he could confide for 


the ſecurity of his property. In the young 


man who married our ſiſter, he accom. 


pliſhed his wiſhes, and brought us to this 
land of freedom and un- looked for hap- 


Peg 


With this I ſend Sally Snowden, who 

I hope you will find worthy your choice; 
Nanny Needful for Maria, and Betſy 
Harris for myſelf. Mr. Mitford takes for 
his aſiſtahts, Thomas Appleby and his 
wife; they are to have an apartment with 
| G 6 us? 
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us, and ſeem a happy couple, but I hope 
they are all ſo. Mr. Mitford would wiſh 
Mr. Warton to take William Conyers as 
a kind of bailiff, he being a tolerable 
ſcholar; by ſo doing, he thinks it will 
enable them to lay by for old age the 
little they gained by their marriage. In- 

deed, we ought to look upon them as 
brother and ſiſter, ſince one and the ſame _ 
occaſion rendered us what we are, My 
love to my brother, Mrs. Herbert, Maria, 
and Mr, Dean, and am dear Selina ever 


Yout's, 
our's, 
3.0 Rt K*. 11 
 GEORGIANA WARTON. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


SIR HENRY EVELYN 
© of Op 
THE DUKE OF —. 


N conformity to. your requeſt, I now 
give you my advice as brief as poſ- 


| fible; and am forry you ſhould even hint 
at my ridiculing your preſent turn of 


mind: It is commendable and praiſe 
worthy; and were I even the moſt 


| thoughtleſs libertine, I ſhould always, 


thank Heaven, revere vittue wherever I 


found it. I am more than charmed with 
your friends, and would have thought 


myſelf infinitely happy to have been of 


the party. Your account, indeed, was 


5 en bot 1 bave ſeen T. owaly, 
[5010-116 ] who 
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who has given me verbally a particular 
account of every circumſtance ; and I can 
_ aſſure you he is in the ſame predicament 
with yourſelf, only he has not the ſame 
_ doubts reſpecting his future happinetls , 
he ſeems confident of it, and I wiſh him 
ſucceſs. My advice to you, my dear 
friend is, to found the lady's mind, and 
ſee that her attachment be not of an in- 
tereſted nature, then try her principles, 
and if you are therefrom fatisfied of her 
having had a religious and virtuous edu- 


cation, you need no longer helitate in 


making your propoſa's, candidly telling 
her what you expect in the martied ſtate. 
If your courage be inſufficient for this, 


tranſmit your thoughts by letter: this 


way you will find to fave much trouble, 
and obtain a more ready and explicit 
anſwer. 1 do not wiſh you to have a 
prude for your wife No, I only adviſe 
you to take care and have one whoſe mo- 
rals have not been too much debaſed by 
a familiar intercourſe-with the faſhionable 
world. You will beſt learn this from the 
paſt conduct of the Lady's parents. This 

is the only advice I can offer, and I wiſh 

nt ws 7s 
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ir you ou ſpeedily to adopt it. A Miſs Foſter i is 

. Townly's hope. I wiſh you both a happy 
celebration, and ſhall be proud of being 

"preſent, and having the happineſs of giv- 
ing you a bride Vo A to your wiſhes. _ 


Further I. requeſt, that the celebration 
may be at your own feat, and that your 
tenants ſhare your bounty, But I write 
as if all your expectations were anſwered 
Tol this, however, I have but little doubt 

they will be; and beg leave to | ſubſcribe 


myſelf, 
7 Your's ſincer ely, 


HENRY EVELYN. 
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loved ſiſter in at eminent degree as ſhe 
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LETTER XXXV. 


MR. WARTON 
© ae WO. 


: MR. MIT FORD. 


bin FRIEND, 


cckpr my PERO thanks for the 
k moſt compleat happineſs mortal 
ever enjoyed in poſſeſſion of the moſt ami- 
able of ſiſters. Accept my thanks alſo for 
contributing to the happineſs of my be- 


| herſelf expreſſes it. Mr. Dean, that wor: 
thy man, muſt alſo be remembered by me 


with gratitude, for the affection he bears my 
dear Maria. - Believe me, my happineſs 


would have been incomplete, if my fiſters' 

had not been perfectly ſo, I rejoice with be 

Selina and * in the bappy union of op 
the 1 
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the captain and Matilda; though, 1 con- 
feſs I rather repented our experiment. 


They are a pair rich in every virtue, 
and may nothing but remote old age 
ever diſſolye their union. I thank you 
for your care of my domeſtic concerns, 


and with pleaſure accept the perſon you 
recommend for my bailiff. I thought of 


doing the buſmeſs myſelf; but the con- 
finement would deprive me of the op- 
por tunity of enquiring after thoſe victims 
of penury and want, whoſe neceſſities hu- 


manity inſtructs me to relieve; The Al- 


mighty Diſpenſer of all good things did 
not give me the talent I poſſeſs to hide it 
in the earth, and we only fulfil the pur- 


poſe of our creation in 9 aſliſting 


each other. 


I now requeſt the correſpondence I 
expected to commence on my firſt arrival, 


reſpe ing our mutual hiſtory. - That was, 


however, prevented by a combination of 


circumſtances, which makes me leſs re- 
gret the ſuſpenſion.— Every impediment 


being now removed, let us fairly and 
openly enter on the buſineſs, and be 
altogether 
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altogether domeſticated. I claim the 
prior engagement; and, for myſelf, I 
| ſhall moſt unreſervedly unfold every par- 
ticular of my progreſs through life, which 
has been marked in the beginning with 
good fortune, and crowned in the end 
with ſupreme happineſs, In your life I do 
not expect a recapitulation of great ex. 
ploits or adventures, but I long for an 
account of that godlike man, Lord C—, 
as it would be my greateſt ambition to 
copy after fo perfect a model, 


Vour's ever, 


r. WARTON, | 
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Ky 


MR, MITFORD 
MR. WARTOV. 


ESTE 1b FRIEND, 


| pon your 's, and fo far us my 
ſmall adventures run, chearfully com- 
| ply with your requiſition. You may re- 
member I was ſent for from ſchool to at- 
tend my father's funeral, who died of an 
epidemic diſtemper; and from the attenti- 
on of my mother during his illneſs, toge- 
ther with the effect his death had on her 
more than common tenderueſs, ſhe ſur- 
vived him but a few days, leaving three 
Na children unprotected ; myſelf only 

e 


tix years of a 


enjoyed from his poſt enabled him to live 
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him my 
eſſion. 2 85 
t term 
Lord C- 
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about Gutven Matilda eight, and Selin 
| ge. J was a young guardian 
indeed you will ſay, but though ſo young, 
found a ſecret ſomething whiſper me 10 
protect theſe infants. From that moment 
I confidered myſelf. as their only parent, 
What my father left us was trifling, com. 
pared with the ftile in which we lived, 
| we had a ſervant who lived with my mo. 
ther from her infancy, and, with the con. 
ſent of Mr. Wiſeman, who was left an 
Executor, I retained her with us. Out 

whole portion left by my father was about 
two thouſand pounds; but the ſalary he 


very genteel. As had received a claſical | 
education, I was urged by my. friends to Mert hin 
fix on ſome profeſlion. Sometimes 1 was Me do 
for the Church, ſometimes for the bar, the C11 
ever varying in my mind, as my wiſhes Propo 
were not to leave my ſiſters, as in either balſar 


caſe I muſt have done, had | choſe one of i Fa - 
| thoſe. | i oye 


for m 


-Doring this interval of thinking M. 
5 Spicer, an intimate friend of my father's, 
happening to call, the diſcourſe turned on 
my 
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my future proſpects; I candidly informed 
clin; Him my reaſons for not chuſing any pio- 
fon. He commended me in the warm- 
ſt terms; and kindly informed me my 
Lord s ſtewardſhip was vacant; 


dian 
ung, 


e tn : 

nent Min. which with frugality I might inſure a 
rent, Mcomfortable living for my little family; 
om. Nat the ſame time obſerved my youth and 


nexperience ; but notwithſtanding, aſſured 
me, if I approved it, my Lord would 
-0n. have no ſcruples, ſince his only wiſh was 
- an Mito do good. I had ſcarce preſence of 
Our mind to thank him for ſo unexpected a 
out mark of friendſhip, but with ſome heſita- 
he ion told him it would be the height of 
ive My ambition to devote my future life to 
ical Nhis ſervice. Heleft me, promiling to ex- 
to ert himſelf in my bebalf, and ſaid, he had 
vas Ino doubt but if his Lordſhip had known 
ar, the circumſtances he would himſelf [have 
hes propoſed it; this you may be ſure was a 
her balſam for my ſpirits; for young as I was, 
of the loſs of my parents bad given me a ſtea- 
aineſs uncommon for my years. I Was 
not long in ſuſpence ; Mr. Spicer wrote 
Ar, {for me to attend my Lord two days after 
aaa od — 
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he left me. I immediately ſet off with joy; 


but a timid modeſty kept me within 
bounds. I waited on my friend, who. im- 
mediately introduced me to his Lordſhip 


and his amiable Lady; they received me 
with the greateſt affability, which remoy- 


ed the fears that had before depreſſed me; 


thewcondoled me on the loſs of my pa- 
rents; enquired minutely into my circum- 


ſtances ; of all which 1 informed them 


1rul y. 


My Lord then ſpoke of his Stewardſhip, 
told me, if I approved of it, he would 


make me comfortable; and if I looked 


upon him and his Lady as parents, they 


would make themſelves ſuch to-me and 
ſiſters. Oh, my friend, what benignity 
ſhone forth in the countenances of theſe 


exalted Perſonages; my grateful heart 


repreſſed the utterance of my tongue, and 


I vainly eſſayed to return my due ac- 
knowledgments. I bent on my knee, 


but they deſired me to riſe, ſaying that 


was a humiliation only due to the Deity, 


and could by n no means be admitted by 
h them. 
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them. My ſilence they conſtrued into the 
moſt effectual thanks I could give, for 
doing what they only looked upon as their 
duty, and begged of me to retire with 
Mr. Spicer till dinner, when he would in- 
form me what they ſhould require of me. 
| bowed and retired, and was glad of the 
opportunity to find vent for my tears, 
which my friend pereverted for ſome mo- 
ments. 


When I began to collect myſelf, and 

conſider the immenſe obligation, 1 begged 
him to inform me of my duty, as I now 
longed for nothing ſo much as to approve 
mylelf worthy the confidence thoſe noble 
Perſonages had been pleaſed to honour 
me with. He left me about a quarter 
of an hour, when returning, he took 
me to the apartments allotted for my 
uſe, which was a genteel houſe adjoining 
his Lordſhip's, and the ſawe you ſaw me 
in. 


I was rather ſurpriſed to find ſuch ac- 
commodations, and only lamented my 
want of abilities to ſerve ſo good a Patron. 

;) . 
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We found the houſe furniſhed in a ſtyle 


of elegance; but my friend aſſured me it 
always was the ſame for the Steward, 


We were now ft to dinner, 
for which I had but little appetite ; but 
the obliging Lady C— compelled me 
to take what I little wanted. After the 
cloth was removed, my Lord renewed 
the buſineſs, and told me that I ſhould 
take my choice, either to keep a ſeparate 
houſe till I was of age, or board with 
them till my ſiſters were capable of taking 
the domeſtic concerns of my houſe on 
themſelves; if I choſe he would allow me 
two hundred pounds a year, and keep my 
own houſe, or one hundred and be in his 
family. Your ſiſters will be brought up 
in induſtry and œconomy, as my Lady, 
ſaid the good man, has always ſufficient 


for young people to employ themſelves 


in; and they will, as children, J hope, 
be a comfort to her, ſince it has pleaſed 
Heaven to with-hold, for wiſe purpoſes, 
that bleſſing from us. He bid me con- 


ſider well before ] anſwered, I told him 


there was no conſideration neceſry. The 
kat 


JJ] ] ] 
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laft propoſal ſeemed to beam from Heaven 
on us orphans in a moſt extraordinary de- 


gree; and with their permiſſion, 1 would 


gladly accept of the ſingular honor of be- 


coming boarders with them; as to terms 
1 ſhould be fully gratified with the pro- 


poſals of reſidence which they had made, 
and only withed that I might be found 
worthy of them; and as our patrimony 


would and us Aber neceſſaries, chought 


my addition would be an impoſition on 
their unparalleled goodneſs. His Lord- 
ſnip ſeemed pleaſed, ard her Ladyſhip 
embiaced me with all the affection of a 
mother, and requeſted to know when I 
would bring her little daughter, who ſhe. 


\ ſaid reſembled their brother, and would 


ſoon ſhare her warmeſt affection. I re- 
plied, that her Ladyſhip muſt determine 
upon that point. She laid, then as ſoon 
as poſſibſe; we will go together in the 
carriage, and immediately bring them. 
We accordingly ſet off for the purpoſe, 
Matilda, who was the eldeſt, by her La- 


_ dyſhip's order, I firſt introduced to her 


new mother; ſhe expreſſed her joy in 
once more having a mamma. Selina, who , 
„„ + was 
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was two yeats younger, I then brought; 
her Ladyſhip embraced them in the ten- 
dereſt manner. And will you,” ſaid 
ſhe, © 
me? What ſays Selina?“ “ Dear 
% mamma, ſhall we ride in that coach? Is 
it your's?“—“ Yes, my loves, you ſhall 
* ride with me every day, if you are good, 


* and dutiful to your papa and mamma.” 
„What,“ ſays Selina, © ſhall we have a 


papa too ?”—* Yes,” rejoined her Lady- 
* ſhip, “ you ſhall have both, and you 
4 muſt love us as you uſed to do your papa 
* and mamma.” —* Oh,” exclaimed they 


both, “that we ſhall, for we always loved 
them; and, ſurely, we ſhall always love 


* another papa and mamma as well, or 
„ eſe God will not love us, if we do 
not honour our parents,” 


This innocent freedom of ſpeech, . | 


| hope you will pardon the repetition of; 


had a wonderful effect on me at the 6.5 Bj 
and not leſs ſo on the tender and benevo- It 
lent feelings of her Ladyſhip; their fim- Þ 


plicity perfectly charmed her, and ſhe 
enquired for their attendant, the worthy 
woman 


my little dears, go and live with 


; on * | Th 
or FELICITY. TR... li 


©] want no wages, only the ſatisfaction 


1 

fot being with them.” „What I 
- © * require then is, that you no more call 
| 7 e theſe children orphans; from this mo- 
ment I am their mother, and my huſband 
- = *« their father; teach them their duty to 
' 15 «ys, and | will be your friend through 


a woman I mentioned before; who, when "i 
6 ſhe appeared, was bathed in tears, expect- Ml 
| ing to be ſeparated from her little orphans. . 
' —* Are you willing,” faid the good La- b 
, dy, „to go with them ?”'—*®© Oh, Madam,” 6 
cried ſhe, © it is the only wiſh J have in 1 
15 "the world.”—* Well, you ſhall go with W 

; but I muſt enjoin you ſtrictly to * 

ö 3 re to one thing.” —“ Any thing,” i 
\ © faid the poor woman,” that will not part [1 f 
BB * us; lam willing to do what Jam able; | 5 

Wo 

; 
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885 x The poor woman was almoſt frantic 
t with joy. After ſome refreſhment we 
= prepared to quit the domain long poſſeſſed 


by our parents. But her Ladyſhip, 758 
fectly conſidering every circumſtance, 

formed me, that as ſhe muſt. have an i 
ditional ſervant, if 1 choſe to retain the 
+ . one 


FL 
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one we had, the children being uſed to 
her, ſhe would give her the preference. 


This being ſettled, orders were given for 


packing up our clygths, oY on the fol- 
lowing day. 


Thus you ſee my dear friend, how 


wonderfully Providence interpoſed in our 


behalf. When we returned to my Lord's, 


he was waiting to receive us, and as ſoon 
as my Lady introduced the children to 
him, they clung about him, and with the 


moſt endearing prattle of youthful inno- 


cence melted into tears this yenerable No- 


bleman, Theſe good friends were jo 


| highly delighted with the talk of theſe 
little folks, that they would not ſuffer me 
to check them ; having each one on their 
knee, and declaring themſelves perfeAly 
happy with infants fo peculiarly placed by 


Providence under their care. Oh, my 
friend, how can I deſcribe my feelings on 


this occaſion !—only a heart like you 's 
can Conceive hem. 


1 Kor 45 Mr. Wiſeman, who I ac- 


nen with my happy ſituation, and 
. ___ adviſed 
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adviſed with him about the diſpoſition of 

my affairs. We agreed to ſell the furni- 
ture of the houſe, faving: only a few va- 
luables and family pictures. This being 
done, my. whole. family became tenants 
under the roof. of theſe beſt of people 
and under the joint [tuition of his Lord- 
ſhip and Mr, Spicer, I ſoon became as 
they were pleaſed to call me a dutiful fon 
and faithful ſervant.— Certain it is, JI made 
every effort to obtain their good opinion, 
and their partiality. overlooked. my imper- 
fections.—I found my Lord univerſally 

benevolent: all his and her Ladyſhip's 
ſtudy was to promote the benefit of the 
indigent and afflifted ; none who deſerved 


relief were proſcribed from receiving of 
their munificence, 


About this time my Lord was proje &- 
ing a plan for a ſchool for the general uſe 
of the children of poor parents refident on 
his manor, which is very extenſive. His 
object was to cloath, board and educate 
ſuch as were . and, young as 1 
Was, he did me the honour to conſult me 


N 3 Lo 
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on the ſubject. My Lord, Mr. Spicer, 


and my ſelf, were each to produce a plan 


at a given period. I have not the vanity 


to ſuppoſe mine was ſuperior to theirs; 
but ſuch was ther goodneſs, that they 
adopted my plan, and immediately put it 
in execution ; and I] am fully perſuaded 
their aim was only to excite emulation in 
me; for, inſpired as it were by their ap- 
probation, | exerted myſelf with unremit- 
ting aſſiduity, that neither my labour nor 


their goodneſs ſhould be in vain. Happily 
it was accompliſhed before I reached my 
_ eighteenth year, to the great ſatisfaction 
ol his Lordſhip. But though I had all the 
merit, yet no afliſtance of his, or Mr. 


Spicer's, which they could give, without 
ſeeming to interrupt my plan, was ever 
wanting. You have ſeen my juvenile tri- 


al; yet as you wiſh me to be particular, 


I will give you the Plan, 


"The euer is the Chapel, for morning 


and evening prayers, which are read by 
the maſter; it is up one ſtory; underneath 
is 2 ſpacious ſchool room, divided by rail- 


ing 


— 


"4 
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ing into equal parts; the one ſide for 
boys, the other for girls; the wing to the 
right of the building is appropriated for 
the maſter's uſe, that to the left for the 
miſtreſs ; they are allowed a falary of forty 
pounds each, with coal and candle. On 
each ſide there are ten tenernents, for the 
accommodation of twenty infirm people of 
both ſexes, who are attended by the elder 
children of the ſchools, The front is an 
extenſive play ground, railed like the 
ſchool- room, which as they are open, does 
not prevent the communication, though it 
ſeparates them from each other. Behind 
there is a large kitchen-garden, and a 
manufactory, in which ſeveral buſineſſes 
are carried on, wherein the children ac- 
cording to their capacities, are employed; 
the girls about three hours in the morn- 
ing, the boys four in the afternoon. Here 
they manufacture their own cloaths and 
linen, and almoſt every article which is 
worn by the poor of the village; this 
enables his Lordſhip. to extend his bene- 
volence much farther, than if he was to 
W 4 them without that induſtry. —The 


girls . 
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girls are taken by turns to afliſt | in the 
houſehold work, which renders more than 


the matron, who is appointed, at thirty 
pounds a year, to manage the domeſtic 


concerns, unneceſſary, —On Sundays they 


dine in public. 


Their garden 8 'therd plenty of 
vegetables; their cows ſupply them with 


milk; and, in ſhort, they have in their 


little community, a ſmall farm, in which 


the boys are occaſionally employed, in 
_ digging the ground, and every other re- 
quiſite of huſbandry ; fo that when of age 
to leave the ſchool, they 3 are capable of 


earning their living. 


such are the particulars of the ſchool. 
I now proceed to inform you of the man- 
ner of living of my Lord and Lady,— 
Poſſeſſed of about ten thouſand pounds a 


year fortune, they live in an hoſpitable 


manner at about half that ſum ; but hav- 


ing a compleat farm, his revenue derives 
great benefit from it. Thoſe people who 
are unable to work are placed in the apart- 


| ments 
ants no 5 
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ments I mentioned, where they are pro- 
vided with every comfortable neceſſary 
from his Lordſhip's table, and even luxu- 
ries when needful. On a Sunday he dines 
early, and that in the ſervants' hall, where 
a ſurprifing profuſion of roaſt beef, boiled 
mutton,. and puddings, is provided; to 
which all the family fit down, with the 
Steward, Houſekeeper, Butler, Lady's 
maid, and, in ſhort, all the upper ſer- 
vants, to partake of this weekly meal, 
- which they often declare to be the beſt 
they make. They fit a very ſhort time; 
and on their retiring, the doors of an 
anti-chamber are thrown open, when the 
other ſervants, with as many of the villa- 
gers as chuſe to come, fit down to dinner, 
at which the cook preſides. When they 
have done the remainder is divided among 
their families, and a horn of ale given to 
each. Thanks is then returned by his 
Lordſhip's ſecond Chaplain, who attends 
for the purpoſe. The greateſt order and 
decorum is preſerved throughout, leſt a 
breach of it ſhould forfeit them this va- 
luable privilege, It is needlets to men- 


Hs W 


154 THE VALE 


tion our private exerciſes on that day, you 


having already expreſſed your approbation 
of them. 


' Thus, my friend, did I proſper, and, 
together with my ſiſters, daily grow in 
Favour; quitting their infantine ſimpli— 
city, they ſoon learnt to venerate theſe 
beſt of benefactors. My Lady had a 


principal hand in their education, and 
Mr. Spicer taught them the languages, in 
which, I am proud to fay, they are nota 
little proficient. Our ſchool was ſoon 
filled, and children were taken in at 


four years old, which afforded great re- 


lief to their poor parents. His Lordſhip, 
in order to excite emulation among theſe 
young ſcholars, cauſed ſome trifle to be 
given every Monday to the one who beſt 
went through the week's exerciſes, This 


produced the defired effect, for they, in 
ern did credit to their teachers. | 


His Lordihip 1 7 are both great 
advocates for matrimony z ard, for a 


number of "Jens have given a marriage 
| Portion 


— a, „ {07 PE ar 4 1 Mos my - . — 1 " 22 
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portion to four couple of good character 


WhO e apply for it; and at the Eaſter 


receſs, if more than that number offer, 


they are voted for, though ſeldom any 
are rejected. They never receive leſs 
than fifty pounds, and if there be but 
four couple, more. 


The cuſtom is thus: At Faſter, my 


Tord gives a ball at his own room to as 


many as chooſe to ſend for tickets, for 
which no one pays leſs than half a guinea; 


and as every one pays, he gives no par- 
_ ticular invitations; but there ate few of 
the gentry within forty or fifty miles who 
do not attend. The names ſent are en- 
tered in a book, and the whole ſubicrip- 


tion equally divided among thoſe for 
whom it is raiſed, If it amounts to leſs 
than fifty pounds each his Lordſhip makes 


up the ſum, This, indeed, ſeldom hap- 
pens, as they often ſhare near one hun- 
dred pounds each. Supper, and every 


refreſhment is given at his Lordſhip's ſole 


expence, and beds are provided for as 
Or as wiſh to ſtay the night, 


Hs Such 


185 THE VALE. | 


Such is the annual marriage feſtival, 
which has for its end domeſtic happineſs 
and conjugal love; for by means of this 
little dowry, they are enabled to begin 
the world with decency and induſtry, 
When an increaſe of family takes place, 
on notice being given to her Ladyſhip, 
my ſiſters are employed in providing every 
kind of neceſſary for the young ſtrang ers, 
as alſo for the mother during her confine- 
ment. One or other of them viſits every 


day, and the Doctor of the village is paid 


y:arly for his attendance. Every one 
within its boundary is happy and fatisficd 
with their condition, and hence has it 


juſtly acquired its preſent name — T he 
Vale of Feli licity. 1 


My ſiſters were introduced to this kind 


of viſitation as ſoon as her Ladyſhip 


thought it decent to take children with 
her, and they ſoon became adepts in the 
arts of nurſing. Thus glides on our 
time, year after year, in acts of benevo- 
lence to our fellow-creatures—W hen 1 
came of age the event was celebrated 


with 
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with as much feſtivity as on a recent oc- 
caſion, though not ſo much joy to me, in 
receiving Heaven's pureſt gift in the per- 
ſon of your amiable ſiſter, 


My tefattore at this time wiſhed me 
to begin houſekeeping, but which I, 
however declined till Matilda attained her 
eighteenth year, when I commenced maſ- 
ter of a family, and continued fo two 
years, till you, my friend came and in- 


terrupted our regularly, by perfecting 
our blils, 


I need repeat no more; and hope your 
pardon, if J have been too prodigal of 
my own or fiſter's merit. 1 am certain I 
have not done juſtice to thoſe exalted cha- 
racters, under whoſe patronage and pro- 
_ tection both me and my fiſters have been 
fo honourably reared, Words would 
weakly expreſs the ſenſe I have of the ob- 
ligation—of their merits, and of my own 
unworthineſs. Ever ſhall a grateful 
recollection of their unnumbered kind- 
neſſes dwell in my heart when we were 
Poor 


A 
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poor and unf:iended, they cheriſhed and 
ſupported us—they ſhielded us young and 
tender ſhrubs from the blights of misfor- 
tune and adverſity, and happily tranſplant- 
ed us into a real Vale of Felicity. 


— 


 Your's ſincerely, 


T. MITFORD. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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FALE OF FELICITY. 
Vor. I. 


LETTER XXXVII. 
— — 

DUKE OF — 
„„ 
SIR HARRY EVELYN. 


HAVE exactly followed the advice 
of my dear frierd, and fiud my fa- 


voured fair one in every reſpect equal to 


my wiſhes ; nothing but the formality of 


law now keeps us from the bliſsful ſtate 
I fo ardently long for. Make haite, my 


friend, come and teach me how to make 
a jovial, rational, and happy throng. All 
my friends, who, by their example have 

8 8 taught 
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taught me what true happineſs is, "muſt 
| ſhare my felicity. As ſoon as you come, 

all things will be ſettled, and your friend 
ſoon be made the happieſt of mortals. = 


Let the dull ſluggard, Time, then ſhake his zlaſs, 
And make the flow-pac'd moments quicker paſs. 


Tour's ſincerely. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 


MR. W ARTON To MR. MITFORD. 
HANKS to you, my ever dear friend, 
for your agreeable epiſtle, which 
proved doubly welcome, my Selina having 
| borne a part in it. I commilerated the 
firſt part where you told me of the loſs of 
out valuable parents; but what words can 
| Paint, or pen deſcribe thoſe paragons of 
human nature. I revere both my Lord 
and Lady as if they were my own parents. 
Sure never mortals acted ſo nobly, fo be- 
nevolently, not only to you or your's, but 
to the world at large. How worthy of 
imitation.— Oh! did but the wealthy 
know the heart. felt ſatisfaction of ſuch 
god-like virtue, how would their hearts 
recoil to ſee their fortunes ſquandered, 
their conſtitutions ruined, their families 
diſhonoured, and not one bare memento 
left to tranſmit their names with honour 
to poſterity; and whoſe vices only live 
in 
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in remembrance, when their bodies are 
mouldering into duſt. 

Thoſe worthy people will be imorta- 


lized, and their virtues live in memory 
till time ſhall be no more, What favou- 


rites of Heaven muſt you my friends have 
been, to become ſo happily poſſeſſed of 
perfection, bliſs without alloy. Pardon 
what you may, perhaps, call envious; but, 
be aſſured, my ſoul beats high with be 
nevolent emulation, and J long for nothing 
fo much as finding proper objects to be- 
ſtow my bounty upon. Heaven be praiſ- 
ed, my amiable wife will not only b2 a 
helper, but a teacher in this arduous, 
this delightful buſineſs. I have alſo an 
able aſſiſtant in my brother Dean, and as 
promiſing a deputy in Mr, Williams, my 
young Chaplain, who ſeems to retain the 
moſt refined notions of duty to our fel- 


low mortals: His hiſtory may not be un- = 


entertaining to you. 


I met with him at early prayers one 
morning, during our viſit to the metro- 
polis, and after ſervice made my obedi- 
ence to him; which he returned in a 
manner chat greatly prejudiced me La 

0 is 
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| his favour, His devotion ſeemed unaf- 


fected, which is not often ſeen in our | 
Churches ; but when he was diveſted 


| of his robes, his dreſs for a Clergyman 
| was mean in the extreme; this more 
| particularly excited my curioſity, I aſked 
| him how long he had been engaged at 


that Church ; for, as | was but lately from 
the country, | was unacquainted with the 
circumſtance. He anſwered with a tear 
gliſtening in his eyes, that he only offici- 
ated occaſionally for the Curate, at a ſti- 
pulated price, which for the credit of the 
facred function, I will not mention; I ſaw 
his diſtreſs too evident not to feel a wiſh to 
relieve him; I therefore entreated his com- 
pany the following day to dinner, giving 
him my addreſs, with my purſe, which 


was but ill ſupplied, requeſting his name 


at the ſame time, which he gave me; 
and bowed with a ſilent modeſty, which 


much affected me. You may remember 


I introduced him at di aner, on the day 


appointed; and I endeavoured to behave 


to him as a familiar acquaintance, in order 
to relieve him of his embatiaſſment as 
much as poſſible. After dinner, as you 
„ . muft 
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muſt recollect, we ſeparated into parties 
and Williams and | took a turn in Hyde. 
Park; when after ſome common diſcourſe, 
I begged to know his circumſtances ; he 
aſſured me as far as poverty could reduce 
him; he ſaid he was unworthy to keep 


the company of a gentleman 


derogatory to the ſacred function he 
profeſſed ; but he once had been inſtituted 
Chaplain to a Nobleman, 


a apecurator in ordinary to his Lordſhip,Þ? 


of his character and principles to be 1 
vith me, whom | could look upon as « 


friend! a 
the wal 
| red me, 
wanting 
whatev 


but if an ; 
honeſt and untainted heart could. recom: L 
mend he was not unworthy the honour 1 Wrneithe: 
did him. I aſked him if he would accept Wen uf 
a Chaplainſhip? He replied, he was] Capta 
willing to take any thing which was not] the In 
) Jof ab 
irmi 
who wiſhed to Kamil. 
make him ſacrifice his peace and charac-· & hici 


which, he thanked Heaven he was proof F 
againſt, though golden bates were naÞ 
wanting with promiſes of preferment.Þ? 
Theſe however, he rejected with horror 
which was the principal occaſion of his pre 
ſent poverty; 1 commended this reſolution - 
in him, and told him I wanted a perſon 


friend | 
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friend and brother. He thanked me in 

ties, the warmeſt terms of gratitude, and aſſu- 

vde- red me, that nothing on his part ſhould be 

Ire, Moanting to further my beſt wiſhes in 

he Nvbatever was proper or lawſul for him 

luce io engage 11, U then begged to know 

deep Ibis family and place of nativity, of which 
an e gave me the ſollow ing account. 


om. My father and mother 1 know not, 
ur! aber the place of my birth: I was ta- 


cept en up from the wreck of a veſſel by the 
we 1 (Captain and crew of a meichant ſhip in 
not 


the India Company's ſervice, at the age 
1 Jof about one year, as near as they could 
9 umiſe: This, Sir, is all I know of ' my 
| N or birth; but Captain Williams, 
I» hich was the name of my preſerver, be- 
paved with uncommon humanity; he 
urſed and fed me himſelf, and I 
ept in his boſom ; we were two months 
es he has often informed me, before we 
Faached the Indies; as ſoon as he got to 
ore he provided me a nurſe, had me 
Paptized after his name, which was 
'R Williams, and fo great was his 
fleckion for me, that he could not leave 


me 


= 
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me behind, though much importuned by 
his friends to that purpoſe. 

My nurſe and | embarked with him 
for England, after a ſtay of about three 
months. My adopted father took the 
utmoſt care of me, and we reached England 
in ſafety, after a proſperous voyage of 
three months more, and he carried me 
home to his wife with bim; but, unfor- 
tunately for him, it broke the harmony 
of their future life; the Lady poſitively 
ſaid | was his fon , ſhe could trace all hi; 
features in my face, and doubtleſs, my 


which his pretended fondneſs would not 


with the moſt ardent affection, he rathe: 
choſe to forego the ſweets of domeſtic 


e 


ſelf, x 
ſee m 
clarec 
ſepars 
with | 


his af 


| appre 
; often 
| parte! 
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mother had been the voyage with him vas 
and 
let her tage. In vain did he proteſt, ir F neſs | 
vain did the ſhip's crew ſwear, ſhe was þ * wife 
implacable, that unleſs he took from me 15 a Pal 
his protection, ſhe would never forgive . 
him; uns was too ſevere a trial of hi: Z ſever 
| humaoity, and though he loved his wit wite' 
illneſ 
ence 
| happineſs, than deſert the orphan whom 1 tion 
Provide ce had ſo peculiarly given him! 
from the womb of the ocean. She, indeed || 


pronuſed to take the care of me upon her 3 


She 


grati 
thou 
plead 
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ſelf, with a proviſo, that he ſhould never 
ſee me more; to which he peremptorily de- 
clared he never would conſent, a mutual 
ſeparation took place, and I was taken 
with him a ſecond voyage. So firm was 
bis affeQtion towards me, and ſo great his 
| apprehenſjons for my ſafety, that he has 
often declared, he would ſooner have 
| parted with his life than have left me 
behind, or even had me out of his ſight. 


= Our voyage was long and tedious, as 
we went to Pengal, Madras, and China. 
vas three years old when we returned; 

and had ſtill the ſame nurſe, whoſe fond- 
bveſs for me, together with the loſs of his 
7 wife's affection, induced him to make her 
ga partner ef his bed and board in the ſhip, 
She was amiable and tender; but the 
ſevere ſtruggle he had to conquer his 
2 wife's former unkindneſs, brought on an 
7 illneſs, which nearly terminated his exiſt- 
2 ence; during which, her care and atten- 
tion were unremitted ; and triendſhip and 
& gratitude ſoon formed itſelf into love, 
though of an unlawful nature. But] muſt 
. plead an excuſe for him, ſince nothing 
but 
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but the wife's implacability could have 
induced him to form ſuch an idea. When 
we arrived in England, he propoſed leav:- 
ing the ſea for ſome time, and paid the 
utmoſt attention to my education; he in- 
ftrufted me in the firſt part of my learn- 
ing, which though t:ivial in itſelf, was 
extremely pleaſing to him. We lived in 
this manner, my careful nurſe ſtill attend- 
ing me, till I reached my ſixth year, du- 
ring which time, he employed his utmoſt 
endeavours to regain his wife's affection, 
but ſhe was ſtill obdurate ; he determined 
to riſque another voyage, therefore it was 
thought neceſſary to put me to a board- 
ing ſchool, ard my nurſe, and him both 
parted from me with the deepeſt concern, 
I ſoon made myſelf very happy in my new 
ſituation, and my benefactor I ſaw no 
more, till I had reached my tenth year; 
but a friend of his paid all my neceſſuries 
He was quite charmed with the pro- 
greſs I had made in my learning, and de- 
clared his wiſhes were that I ſhould take 
to the Church, if my inclination was not 
averſe to it. He ſtaid in England till ! 
was of an age to go to College, and left a 
ſuitable 


ſuite 
coul 
once 


ceaſt 


coul 


he k 
nior 
that 
was 
that 
frie 


terr 


mar 
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ſuitable ſum for my maintenance till [ 
could take orders, when he embarked 
once more on a perilous voyage to the 


_ eaſt; his mind was fo unſettled, that he 


could take no pleaſure in his native land; 
he had loſt my dear nurſe and his compa- 
nion on his return the time before, ard 
that I ſhould take orders at a proper time 
was all the comfort he poſſeſſed. Since 
that time I have had no tidings of my 
friend and father, Tears for a while in- 5 


terrupted the ſpeech of this amiable young 


man, when he regained his ſpirits, he then 
"proceeded, After J left College, I was 
at a loſs for a maintenance, as my pro- 
tector had left no more than kept me du 
ring my probationary ſtate. 


| applied to his friend, who received. 


me with coolneſs, ſaid he had heard no- 


thing of the Captain, and knew not how 
he could have been fo infatuated as to give 


me the education he had; but ſince I had 


got it, he wiſhed me ſucceſs, and told 
me [ mak make the beſt uſe I could of 
it. Moreover, ſaid he, I will do one 
thing for you, and as you behave in that, 
| may, or may not continue my "ns 


Vor. 1 Here 


next day to officiate 
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Here is a letter, take it to the Nobleman 
J will direQ you to; he wants a Chap. 


lain; if you pleaſe him, you may be pre- 
ferred} if not, I have done with you. 

[ thankfully accepted the kind offer, 
and waited on his Lordſhip, who received 
me with ſmiles, apparently pleaſed with 
my perſon, and defired me to attend the 
but gueſs my ſur— 
priſe when his Loidſhip led me to an anti. 
chamber which was filled with painted 
beauties of the moſt debauched and de- 
5 praved kind. On introducing me to them, 

he told them I was appointed to teach 
them their duty to him; and turning to 
me. © And you, Sir, according to their 
behaviour, are to appoint them their 
times to fulfill my pleaſures; if two are 

very good | can put up with two each 

night.“ | | 

I was ſtruck ſpeechleſs. with horror, my 
teeth chattered, and | trembled with in- 
dignation at the wretch, He perceived 

my contuſion, and haughtily ſaid, © Sir, 
do not mean to prohibit you the ule 
of any of theſe Ladies whom you can 
S lune to anſwer your wiſhes, and 
there's 


JJ 


« there's none of them very coy, for 1 am 
« not fond of ſuch kind, I aſſure you.“ 


At length I recovered my ſpeech, and 
with a contemptuous and vehement look, 
] replied, © What, Sir, do you take me 
for! I came here as Chaplain, and in 

« what kind of manner do you treat the 
6 meſſenger from Heaven, as a Pimp ?— 


« No, Sir, I deſpiſe you and your de- 
„ teſtable houſe.” (Here they all burſt 
into a horſe laugh) his Lordſhip how- 
ever continued his diſcourſe, and in a 
1 tone of irony aſked, © What uſe think 


you is a Parſon of, but what I expected 
* of you? Perhaps 1 may in time make 
* you a Biſhop; you would not be the 
« firſt, and then you might keep a Pimp 


1 6 yourſelf.” I could ſcarce contain my 
i keſentment, and replied, © He might be 


* aſhamed of himſelf to treat a TETRA 
& and a miniſter, in fo vile a manner. 

„Oh l' ſaid he, we will ſoon ſhew you 
* the way you came: here girls turn this 


fellow out your own way,” with that 
they ſet on me like fo many furics, except 
a perfect beauty, in whoſe countenance 


melancholy was ſtrongly depicted, and 
Wo who 


— 
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who begged them to let the gentleman out, 


ws 'they were puſhing me out, pe fair 
ne took hold of my coat, crying, © for 


we were both without the threſhold. She 


vn manſion!” 9885 
Scarcely had we attained the ſtreet, ere 
we heard a diſmal ſhriek from the unhappy 


courſe wich ſpeed till we ſhould arrive at a 


« ] conduct you?“ Oh! my God!” 
faid the unhappy fair, © wherever you 
„will; I have no | home, no friend unleſs 
* you prove one.” 


Imagining it would alſſt us to ls 


clears from, ſhould he be inclined to 
pur ſue us, as well as to afford the fair 


the fortuitous events of the morning; we 
{ entered 


\ 


without uſing bim ill; they then took me 
to a door which opened into a Jane, and 


9 heaven) s ſake take me from this bell of 
* hells, or I periſh!” and giving a ſpring, 


Cried 1 my preſerver! fly, or we ſhall 
* again be entrapped in that infernal 


wretches we had left, and we bent our 


place of ſaſety. W hither, ſaid I, ſhall 


the vigilance of the monſter, we had juſt 


fugitive time to recover from the diſtrac- 
tion of fpirits, ſhe had been hurried into by 


ente! 
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OUr | 
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into 
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entered the firſt houſe that pre ented itſelf 
as inviting us to partake of that hoſpitality 
our money entitled us to, and bei 1 wn 
into a private room, the ſair ſtranger burſt 
into a flood of tears, which I did not at- 
tempt 10 reſtrain, concluding the agi ta- 
tion of her mind would be relieved, and 


| ſhe thereby enabled to fatisfy that curio— 


ſity with which I felt myſelf already filled. 
The diforder and - violent emotion of her 
ſpirits having a little ſubſided, 1 enquired 
tenderly into the cauſe of her forrow, en- 

couraging her with the moſt lively exprel- 
ſions friendſhip could dictate to reveal to 
me her ſituation, declaring in expreſſive 


terms my readineſs to engage in any mea- 


ſares ſhe ſhould deem moſt adviſeable to 
relieve her from her preſent diftreſs, She 
expreſſed her thanks with the moſt amiable 
gratitude, ** * and though,” faid ſhe, “ you 
* may deſpiſe me from the place you 


found me in, you will, l am certain, 


„give me your pity, at leaſt when you 
„know my unbappy ſtory,” 1 begged her 


to repeat it, if the thought ſhe ſhould 


be able to ſupport the affecting recital. 
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“J am,” ſaid ſhe, © the daughter of a 
7; wealthy merchant in the north of Eng- 
« land, of the nams of Herbert, who in 
ci the former part of his life had been un- 
* fortunate, loſing moſt of his property, 
together with his wife and an infant ſon, 
in a ſtorm at ſea, he was providenti ally 
picked up by a fithirg ſmack, and carii- 
ed ſaſe to ſhore, from whence, aſter in. 
„ numerable hardſhips, he reached his 
native place, ard ſoon after, travelling 
„further into the north, he married my 
„mother, which in ſome degree retrieved 
* his fortune. | 


vas the only fruit of FER marriage, 

© and am now ſeventeen, Unbappily for 
me, the wretch at whoſe houſe you 
* found me has a ſeat near my father's; 2 
* monſter cloathed in the inſignia of your 
© ſacred order, paid his addreſſes to me. 
e received them with pleaſure, but hs 
6 artfully perſuaded me not to acquaint 
* my father with the circumſtance, to 
7: bien blinded by love, | conſented, till. By 
in an unfortunate hour, | was decoy<d | 
l by him o viſit the houſe of ys infernal 

| s maſter, 
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maſter, imagining myſelf the ſole object 


% of his affeclions, as he was of mine. 


Oh! Sir, think what were my ſenſ. 

« tions on being led into an apartment, 
„ where my Lord lay reclining on a couch, 
* when preſented to him by my infamous 
* ſeducer,” who ſaid, Here, my Lord, 
„ js the angel | informed you of, I row 


| * deliver her, in all her blooming charms, 


* to the paradiſe of your arms.“ My 
*Lord quickly approaching, the wretch 


8 © inftantly withdrew, while | fainted into 


* the arms of the deſpciler of my youth, 


my innocence, my fame, and virtue. 
„On recovering, I found him very aſ- 
ſiduous in his endeavours to revive me; 


he knelt at my feet, he implored my love, 
and pleaded his paſſion in ſuch terms, 


which I could not have thought any one 


but a man of honour impreſſed with the 


lincerity of love, was capable of uttering. 
© In vain I begged to go home to my 
father; in vain did my tears plead ſor 


me, till the horrid approach of night filled 


me with the moſt dreadful apprehenſions, 


"+ A ſplendid ſupper was provided in an ad- | 
Joining room, into which 1 was forced; 
1 but 
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eint 


but ! ſaw no | domeſtics, nor any other 


man, except the villain who was to be my 
deftruction, ſeated with fave or fix of thoG 


+ w 


baer proſtitutes, who long trained in 
the ways of fm © are hardened ging 
the feelirgs of humanity. 118 uſe 

their utmoſt perſuaſion to induce me to 
eat, but in vain; and in their 4 mpated 
libations, wine was frequently preſſed up- 
22 me with like eſfect. They all aſſumed 


the utmoſt . and cheerfulneſs, in 


compliment to me; beſtowed the moſt 
diſguſtipg ee on my beauty, and 
congratulated his Lordſhip on his new ac- 
quiſition. Wine they fo frequently endea- 


voured to force upon me, that I ſhudder- 


ed at the idea of their ſolicitation; and, 
J believe, nothing but the horror with 


uhich my mind was inſpired ae ä 


my ſenſes, or my. life. 
> Atte ſome time had been . 


in ſuch ſnameleſs ſcenes of riot, theſe har- 


pics of women forced me into a bed, 
where by violence they undreſſed me. 


Eut here terminated not their brutality 
towards me; for even then, weak and 


exhauſted as 1 Was, without ſtrength to 
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make the leaſt reſiſtance, they brought in 
the deteſtable monſter; nor cou the 


diſtreſs of my ſituation plead within the 
boſom of - the wretch, to prevent him 


from accompliſhing his purpuie, 


The fright, fatigue, and horror, 1 


| endured during this interval, threw me 
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into a violent fever; and at midniglit, 

on the night after | had been fo barba- 
rouſly FiſhoSou red, I was put ito a poſt- 
chaiſe, along with two of the wamen I 
have before mentioned, and brouglit to 


this houſe of inkamy, where Hawn in 


mercy, has direded you to find and free 
mel Let me row, Sir, conjure you to 
afford me your protection, till I can learn 


my father's diſpoſition towards me; and 
who, [ truſt, will joyfully and gratefully 
repay all the trouble you may have on my 


account.” : | 

„ readily. acquieſced, and ook her 
with me to my lodgings, begging of ny 
land! ady, who, was a good tort of a wo- 


man, to ſee thai this young lady might be 


ſupplied with every reciilary for a few. 
days, and 1 wouid ſatisfy her trouble, 9d 


185 5 3 every 
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every attendant expence. This ſhe punc- 


tually complied with. 

„It is now a fortnight ſince I wrote ig 
her behalf to her father; and though eve. 
ry circumſtance was fully explained, have 
as yet received no anſwer. In the mean 
time, I have been quite in diſtreſs for all 
neceſſaries, except victuals, for us both, 
which my landlady provides; but if ker 


father ſnould fail us, I know not how | 
ſhall be enabled to diſcharge the debts we 


have already contracted. 


« | have officiated a few mornings at the 
church where you found me; but the pit. 


tance I receive would ſcarce pay the ex- 


penes of a breakſalt. Through your ge- 
neroſity yeſterday, I have recovered the 


ſuit in which you now ſee me; and there- 
fore, with the deepeſt gratitude, accept 
your offered Chaplaincy; but, at the ſame 
time, intreat your ſecrecy reſpecting what 
I have informed you of, till circumſtan- 


ces ſhall make a repetition neceſſary ; ; and 


hope you will with me commiſerate the 
unhappy fair of whom I have been ſpeak- 
ing. I ſhall, with your permiſſion, devote 


Mor intended ſalary to her uſe, but beg 
you 
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you will free me ſrom any ſuſpicion un- 
worthy the ſacred character I bear: While 
ſhe remains under my protection, my 


morſel muſt be her's, as I am convinced 


her conduct is irreproachable, and know 
myſelf only to be actuated by the pureſt 
motives of humanity.“ 


Here he pauſed, and I replied 


“Think not my dear friend, for ſo I 
ſhall henceforth call you, that my eſteem 
will be leſſened by the ingenuous confi- 


dence you. have repoſed in me; believe 


me it has rivetted my intereſt with your's;, 


know not which moſt to admire or abhor 
in your relation—your providential pre- 
ſervation, or the implacability of the Cap- 
tain's wife; your behaviour, or my Lord's 


infamy nor leſs your generous interpoſi- 


tion and humanity 1n effeCtirg an eſcape 
with the unhappy Miſs Herbert. 


* You ought not by any means to re- 


pine; ſince it is plain you were ſent by 


Heaven to reſcue innocence from the 1 in- 


gulphing vortex of vice and all its con- 


comitants of penury, diſeaſe, and wretch- 
edneſs. 1 will relieve you from your 
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embarraſſment, and become my ſelf the 
protector of the much injured lady. 
You, nevertheleſs, ſhall have the credit, 
fince I would rot offerd her de FNTACY by 
intrudirg myſelf i into her preſence. 


He reſpectſully bowed ; and we by this 


ume bad reached home to tea. dn 
tinned with us; and you, doubtleſs, 


remember the reſt of th evening. I de- 


fired him to call the next morning at nine 


e 


when I preſented him with a draft to ſa- 
t. 1509 his pecusiary demands. He retired 


e moſt expreſs e looks of gratitude 
and ke tels. You have ſince behel. 


lis exemplary piety; and, though he may 
be ſaid to Keep this excellent girl, Iam 


confident his mind 1s Iraught with the pur- 
eſt principles of religion, nd unaffected 
virtue and Socdneſs. 25 
have run my letter to an amazing 
ength, but truſt dhe lubject wil! plead my 


c3 bh . 


| My. ſchool eus well; and 1. have ap- 
15 pointed Mr. Williams Governor or it, as; 


it may be the means of keeping the others 
more attentiy e and strick to their duty. 
Another 
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Another pe erſon 1 have alf provided, for 
g in na- 
vigation, and other neceſlary branches of 
maritime education, ſuch Poor children, 
whoſe parents are not averſe, and 0 
inelinations lead them to ſollow the ſea, 
Friendly as I am to the true intereſts of 
my country, and that grand bulwark, our 
Navy, which firſt acquired, and ſtill pro- 
tects them, I have long lamented that in- 


ſtitutions of this rature have not been 


! 


more generally adopted. tl. Kk, my Gear 
friend, were cur ne bility and wealthy 


gentry to adopt this mode of having the 


children of their poor tenants brought up, 
it would ſuperſede the necellity of the cruel 
cuſtom of impreiiing men from their 
ſamilies a:d home—a violent exertion 


of power, under the ſpecious pretext of 


State ncceſſity, that fills my mind with 
horror end d<teſtation. If the half of my 
fortune would avail to Prevent it, I would 
freely give it. I ſhould eſteem any hints 


you can give on this ſubject a ſavour, as 
1 may hereatter find them ſerviceable. 


| Begging my ſincere and heart. felt te ſpect 
15 my Lord and Lady, with unfeigned 
love 
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love and friendſhip to yourſelf, I am, my 
dear ſiſter, 


Your's in the firmeſt bond, 
T. WARTON. 


8 I ſhall continue Williams i Mit 
Herbert! in my next. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


— 


MRS. AR 7 ON 7 TO MRS. MET ORD. 


DEAR SISTER, 


E have juſt received a circular 
letter from the Duke, containing 


an invitation to celebrate. his marriage 
with the accompliſhed Miſs L—. Oh, 
what a happineſs muſt we all fee] in con- 
tributing to the happineſs of any one — 
and that, in this inſtance, we may be 
proud to ſay we are; for this amiable 
couple date the commencement of their 
happineſs from the era in which they 
witneſſed the felicity we enjoyed. I have 
ſome hope this will alſo prove a treble 


wedding, as Townly and Captain ——, 


actuated by ſimilar principles, have made 


a formal renunciation of their whole train 


of vices, and declared their intentions of 
entering the matrimonial liſt. Heaven 
grant they may be no leſs ſucceſsful than 


we have been !—and, according to their 
5 | fortunes, 
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fortunes; may they imitate our example 


—00 ſhall their endeavours be rewarded 


wich permanent happiaels, and the com- 


forts of ſocial intercourſe expel the wan- 


derings of roving fancy and contagious 


foll y. 


I beg leave to offer my ſincere duty to 


thoſe beſt of people, who are the foun. 


tain of all this ſubſtantial good, And love 


to . and brothe er. 


I ſhall defer 3 pleaſing intelligence 


to out me eting at the Duke's — the Sole 


aſſemblage that were preſent on the for- 


mer occafion are iavited— Once ore 


adieu. 


Your 8, 


SELINA WARTON. 


LETTER 
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LETTER 


MK, IV ARTON. TO MR. MITFORD. 


N continuance, as I promiſed, I now 
fg rclume my pen. By Mr, Williams's 
conſent, 1 acquainted Selina with the flory 
of Miſs Herbert, who no ſooner heard it, 
_ ihe exclaimed, © Good Heavens! 

* what analogy between her ftory and 
« Mrs. Herbert's? But,” ſaid ſhe; with 


her uſual ſagacity, „ ſhouid it be even fo, 


„would it not be cruelty in the extreme 
to acquaint Mrs. Herbert with it ?— 
„That good woman acknowleoges herſelf 
*as happy as ſhe can poſlibly be; and 
* ſhould we even ſuffer her to ſurmiſe her 


| © huſband was alive, and attached to 


ce another, it might, perhaps, drive her to 
© diſtraction,” “ What a juſt argument 
my love,” ſaid I, embracing her, and 
how happy am I in having obtained 
* Mr. Williams's permiſſion to acquaint 
vou with it — Had J, perhaps, Hs 
the 
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ce the hiſtory as I heard it, unawed by 


&« thy ſuperior ſenſe and diſcre: ion. 05 
* have gone and informed that valuab! 


* friend and, by the raſhneſs of my con- 
duct, been produQtive of thoſe fatal con- 


tt lequences you ſo wiſely ſoreſaw, and 
% providentially prevented“ 


While we were in this converſation, a 


ſervant acquainted me, that Mr, Williams 
wiſhed to ſpeak with me, if diſengaged, 


1 immediately ordered him to be intro. , 
duced, when he preſented me with a let- 


ter from Miſs Herbert's father, of which 
I ſend you an exact py. 


LETTER 


Ce ee re ee cans 
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LETTER XII. 


TO 
THE REP, MR. WILLIAMS. 
SIR, | 


F a diſtracted father and a diftreſſed 
| buſband can plead an excuſe for not 
anſwering your letter before, I claim it as 


a benevolent act; and had you not fo 


lately wrote to me, I might never have 
been ſenſible of your goodnels. 
You informed me of the name of the 


wretch who diſhonoured my daughter ; 


and | inſtantly ſought revenge; but my 
rage was baffled on finding the villain was 
gone abroad, In my frantic diftreſs, I 
loſt your direction, which augmented my 
diſtreſs, In addition to this affliction, I 
received another wound by the death of 
my wife ; who overcome by the horror of 
my ſituation, together with the loſs of 
her only daughter and child, ſhe fell a 
martyr 
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martyr to a broken heart, and I, by theſe 
concurrent circumſtances of adverſe fur. 
tune, an unhappy wido wer. 

I, therefore, my dear Sir, earneſtly 
beg you will again favour me with your 
addreſs, that I may breath my ſorrows on 
my child's faithful boſom, and conſole her 


wounded mind with the knowledge that 
ſhe has ſtill a father to ſympathize with 
her ſorrow. If you can inform me where 
to meet the villain who has rubbed her of 
her innocence, | am determined to avenge 
her wiongs—I madden with the idea, 
and am utterly incapable of writing | 
nibre. . 


I am, dear Sir, 


Vout's, 


LETTER 


IJ. HERBERT. 
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LETTER XLII. ; 


IN CONTINUATION. 


R. WILLIAMS begged my advice 


on this occaſion; which having 


received, as well as that of my Selina, he 


immediately penned an anſwer, and dil- 
patched it by, expreſs, —He then, accom- 
panied by Selina, who was now intereſted 
in her behalf, went to viſit the unhappy _ 
fair, and by degrees acquainted her with 
the death of her mother. She was fixed 
and motionleſs, and ſeemed without the 
power of venting her grief. After an in- 
terval of ſome minutes, recovering her 
ſuſpended ſenſes, ſhe exclaimed, * Ch, 

* wretch that I am!—yet fear not to tell 

* me—have I yet a father? or, am | alſo 
* his murderer ?”—They aſſured her ſhe 
had yet a kind and tender father, who 
would ſoon be with her..—* Oh,” cried 
ſhe, © boy dare 1 look my injured parent 

| - 40 in 
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in the face!-—— Yet, Heaven knows, in 


bone thing, one thing only was I ever un- 
„ dutiful to him, concealing my affection 
« for that deteſtable villain, through 


„ whole contrivance I am what I am, a de- 


< ſtroyer of my much-loved mother.“ 


They, at length, calmed her perturbed 
mind, and prevailed on her to ſee her fa- 
ther when he came. Selina invited her to 
accompany them home, which ſhe politely 
refuſed, on account of the recent news 


— Ws had received of her mother's death. 
They then parted, giving ſtrict orders to 


the landlady cloſely to obſerve her. 
When we had retired, Selina again in- 


timated her ſuſpicions, that this Mr. Her- 


bert muſt be the huſband of our dear 


friend; and ſuggeſted, as the caſe now 
| ſtood, whether it would not be expedient. 
to break the affair to her. by way of pre- 


| paration , that had Miſs Herbert's mother 
lived, ſuch an expedient would have been 
improper, but under the preſent circum- 
ſtances, it might facilitate the happineſs of 
all parties, The more ſhe conſidered the 
matter, the mo'e plain ſhe ſaw it muſt 
be ſo; and for the purpole of ſatisfying 

her 


ler 
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her doubts, paid Miss Herbert an early 
viſit, who received- her much better than 
ſhe expected; and during her ſtay, which 
laſted ſome hours, ſhe was perfectly con- 
vinced of the truth of her ſuſpicion. Mrs. 
Herbert as yet had not been acquainted 


with any part of Mr. Williams or Miſs 


Herbert's hiſtory,—Selina took an oppor- 


tunity of introducing a converſation re- 
ſpecting her former misfortunes, which 


when mentioned, always occaſioned her 
pathetically to lament the loſs of her huſ- 
band. In this converſation, Selina ſaid, 


perhaps he might have been preſerved as 
well as her—Providence is all- ſufficient. 
Oh, were it but ſo,” cried ſhe, © what 


. comfort would my old age enjoy 
«eyen in the idea 1 ſeem to feel new + 


* life. * 


Selina then recounted many ſingular 


inſtances of a ſimilar nature, till ſhe was in 
a ſtate of mind to receive the information, 
ſhould it be neceſſary, as was expected. 


In three days Mr. Herbert arrived; and 


x never was there a more affecting or happy 
meeting, clouded by the melancholy loſs 


of the wife and mother of theſe two ami- 
| * 


192 | THE VALE 

able people. After the mingled effuſions 
of grief and joy had ſubſided, and Miſg 
Herbert, on her knees, received her fa- 
ther's forgiveneſs, Mr, Williams was ſent 


for, who received, in all the tenderneſs 


of melting tears, the grateful acknow- 
ledgments of them both, 
having been her propitious deliverer from 
the hateful ſtew of her vile ſeducer, but 


allo as having afterwards become the ge- 


nerous friend and ee of her dif- 
treſs. 


Mr. Williams had 3 prepared by us 
to expect the probability of the connection 
between Mr. and Mrs. Herbert, he there- 
fore, though he wiſhed to introduce Mr. 
Herbert. to me, judged it unadviſeable to 
bring him to the houſe, and accordingly 
ſent word he would be glad to ſpeak with 
me and my wife at Miſs Herbert's apart- 
ments. We immediately obeyed the ſum- 
mons; and after congratulating Mr. Her- 


bent on th- recovery of his daughter, I 


| begged to ſpeak with him and Mr. Wil- 
liams. We retired : 


concerning the loſs of his firſt lady.— 
Alas! Sir, laid he, “ ſhe periſhed, ith 


.66 my 


not only as 


| enquired of him 
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* my | infant ſon, before my face, and [ 
« was preſerved—to be of all men the 
«moſt miſerable !” | then informed 
him I had great reaſon to believe his 
lady was flill living, who had been pre- 
ſerved in a moſt wmixzcdlons manner, and 
had no id-a of his being ſaved, alſo 
ſuppoſing him to have periſhed before her 
face. — The poor man ſtood motionleſs , 

at length, in a faultering voice, he id 
« It cannot be pollible, that the idol of 
* my fond affection, my adored, ſhould 
* be ſtill alive, and J have given myſelf 
“to another !”—* It may be pollible, 


« Sir,” ſaid I, © without any blame og 


ys imputable to you on that account,” 
„Ob, Sir, pa don me, but I could never 
« forgive myſelt —W here is the? that 1 
* may pour out ray ſoul before her.” 


| found it neceſſary to ſoothe his dif- 
tracted mind, and obſerved how cautious 
we ought to be, leſt a too ſudden inter- 
view ſhould FER fatal to a woman of her 
refined underſtanding, who had dedicated 
the ſucceeding part of her life to his me- 
mory, — l, Sir, faid he, tough 
* wedded to another, always held her 

Vol. H. | „dear 
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dear in remembrance—ſhe was often 
the theme of my dear deceaſed wife's 
« diſcourſe—and many a tear have I ſhed 


« to the memory of her and my poor ſon. 


41 always wore her picture next my 


heart; and now have got minia- 


„ tures of the two beſt women that ever 
« bleſſed the arms of man. I was always 


fo d of a conjugal life, and deteſted the 
idea of a libertine, which was the rea- 


„ ſon I fo ſoon changed my widowed 

„ ftate.”—1 begged permiſſion to look at 
Mrs. Herbert's picture, from which I 
might diſcover if our conjecture was 
He immediately complied, and 
_ preſenting me with the caſe, ſaid, © Shew 
me my firſt beloved and I ſhall be 
happy if ſhe can forgive an apoſtate 
&% huſband,” I immediately recog- 
nized Mrs. Herbert's face, and gave him 
joy on the occaſion. He fervently em- 
braced me, and begged me to be expedi- 


right. 


ous in letting bim ſee his firſt adorable 
wife. He now praiſed the goodneſs of 
Heaven, in removing from a ſcene of diſ- 
treſs his late beloved ſpouſe.—“ For,” 


ſaid 4 * 66 had the full lived, we had all 


66 been 
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| 1 been moſt wretched, without the means 

« of affording each other comfort,” He 
begged me again to pardon his impati- 

ence, but he longed once more to beho!dd 

and embrace the deareſt of women. —__ 
We returned to the ladies; and Selina, | | 

in the mean time, had prepared Miſs 

Herbert to expect a mother in law. She 

alſo expreſſed ſatisfaction that her mother 

Vas removed, ſince Mrs. Herbert certainly 


; had an antecedent right. We took our 

| leave, and deſired them to be ready to 

5 attend Mr. Williams when he ſhould 

5 call on them, which would de as ſoon as 

F poſſible. 

. When we returned, we deſired Mrs. 

; Herbert's company a few moments.— Ki 
4 Selina aſked her if ſhe remembered the MY 
J _ converſation they lately held on the ſub p 
2 ject of Mr. Herbert. She replied, it was 6 
: too deeply engraven on her heart ever to | 
. | be forgotten; but ſhe looked on the idea 

f $f as too viſionary ever to be realized. We 

a ſſured her it was not, for we had the moſt 

„ poſitive proof of his being ftill alive, and 

i; | that ſhewasas dear to him as ever, This 

. : laſt ſpeech cauſed an emotion which had 


K 2 nearly 


her empire ; 


muſt have felt. 
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nearly deprived her of her faculties; but 


Selina's ready care prevented it, and ſhe ex- 
preſſed an anxious deſire to know where ſhe 
could (ee him, that ſhe might breathe her laſt 


in his arms. We begged her calm atten— 


tion, while we repeated with caution every 
circumſtance we were in poſſeſſion of, and 
aſſured her we had juſt left him and his 
lovely daughter. 
ger to delay their interview, 


She entreated us no lon- 


. Williams ran to welcome them to 
our manſion.— But, oh, my dear friend, 
what pen or words can deſcribe ſo tender, 


ſo unexpected a meeting! They immedi- 


ately recognized each other, and ruſhed 
with rapture toembrace—a dead calm ſuc- 
ceeded - and we were forced to ſeparate 
them, leſt one grave ſhould unite their 
At length reaſon reſumed 
and we retired, leaving them. | 
to enjoy their private converſe, and alſo 

to recover from the violent agitation they 
| alſure you we were not 


hapleſs bodies. 


dry ſpeciators of this affecting ſcene. 


In about half an hour we rejoined a 


Miſs Herbert ſeemed 
to rejoice in her father's happineſs, and 


Mr. 


moſt happy party. 
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Mr. Williams partook of their felicity. 
We made them continue with us; and 


the more we know, the more we eſteem 
each other, 


Mr. Herbert has commenced a lawſuit 
apainſt the Lordly villain, and laid his 
damages at ten thouſand pounds, for the 
injury he has ſuſtained by the diſhanour 
of his daughter. He has received the 
moſt perfect atſurance from his Council, 
uv ho are eminent in the profeſſion, that be 
will recover ſuch damages. 


| have omitted Mr. Herbert” S perſonal 


qualificati ons, which no doubt you, and 
more eſpecially Georgiana, will wiſh 10 
know. He is above the middle ze, 
dark complexion, fine ſparkling eyes, 
and a ſhape and air quite majeſtie, about 
45 years of age; intelligent and eloquent; 

a voice fo agrecable as to make every 
hearer love him; am not jealous; but this 
is your ſiſter's delcription of him. I Will 
add Mrs, Herbert's, though you have ſeen 
her; but they muſt no more be parted. 
-Her ſtature, when I firſt knew her, 
was gracefully genteel, it now rather in- 
clines to corpulency, but only ſo much as 
adds 
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adds dignity to her deportment ; her arms 
are well turned, and her eyes, which were 
ever beautiful, ſtill retain their luſtre; 

her face and neck rival alabaſter, and | 
confeſs, when ! firſt ſaw her, I loved, I 
made her propoſals; but ſhe rejected 
them in ſo reaſonable, ſenſible, and be- 
coming a manner, on the ſcore of perpe- 
tual widowhood, that, on promiſe of be- 
coming, my friend, and bringing up my 


ſiſters, I would for ever drop all thoug'ts 
on that head. This promiſe J have moſt 


religiouſly kept. 


] nope.” we ſhall ſoon meet at the Duke 
s, to celebrate his nuptials, 


"0 © 
ſince be TY ſome of his friends have 
caught the ſoft contagion from us. 
prayer is, that, 
continue to burn. 
little Fete on the reunion of Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbert, but not juſt yet; for having ſo 


recently loſt his ſecond wife, it would be 


indecent to rejoice, though, on the other 
hand, he has ſo much reaſon. 


ſame. 


Our 
like our flame, it may 
— mean to give a 


Our friend 
inſiſts on his wearing his mourning weeds 
the uſual time; and in compliment to him 
and Miſs Herbert, ſhe purpoſes doing the 
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fame, We mean to confine our entertain- 
ment to our own family; and | am ſure 


Georgiana will have particular plealure | in 
being of the party. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert ſeem particularly 
attached to Mr. Williams; to whom they 


all ſay they are 1ndebted for the peculiar 
happineſs they now enjoy; and Mils Her- 


bert Eupen mote than friendſhip to 
him; but believe his etteem reaches no 


further than ſincere frieadſhip ; perhaps 


his heart has ſome prior attachment; or, 


perhaps, his delicacy may be too refined, 
after what has happened. Be it as it 
may, he is a valuable and a worthy young 


man, and a great acquiſition to me. 
To morrow we propoſe to take the di- 


verſion of hunting, and the ladies are 10 


attend in a chaiſe, as cloſe as they can. 


1 with my friend could be of the party, as 


my happineſs would be more complete 

were we never ſeparated ; but ſince it is 

for the public good, we muſt ſubmit. 
Every thing goes on with me in a proſ- 


perous manner ; we have received above 


thirty children into the common ſchool, 
and ſeven 1 into the naval one, which ] hope 
1 ” will 
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will be productive of national advantage 
Sa with that ought ever to be dear in the 
mind of every loyal ſubject. 

Mrs. Herbert requeſts her ſincereſt love 
to Georgiana, and to you for her ſake. 
My Selina likewiſe, and the worthy Dean, 
who took fo active a part in all our con- 
cerns; to his conſummate wiſdom and 
abilities we are much indebted. Adieu, 
my much loved friend, and preſent my 
| beſt reſpects and grateful eſteem to your 
very worthy Patrons, whom we hope to 
meet with you at the Duke's next week. 


Your's, 


T. WARTON. 
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LETTER XILIII. 


MISS HUET ro MR. AEON. 


G © my dear friend, public weddings 


ſeem now to be getting ground very 


faſt; and, according to your example, 
Miſs L — , Mils Foſter, and myſelf, 
are to be made public ſpectacles of. Pur, 
| however, as you have run the gauntlet 
before us, I think the beſt way will be to 


behave patiently, more eſpecially, as [ 


remember | was rather taunting to Ma- 


ulda on the occaſion of your's, ard ob- 


ſerved, that, had we been in ycur place, 


we ſhould have behaved better. But, to 


be ſerious, the Duke has ſent to Townly 


and my Captain, and has got the conſent 


of all parties to celebrate their nuptials 
with his own, Certainly he does us great 


honour by the requeſt ; and has promiſed, 


in return, to ſpend a month with Townhy 


and us al our reſpective (eats ſo, acco:d- | 
KS «Ph 
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ing to that account, the honey- moon muſt 


laſt at leaſt three months, which is ſorne- 
thing very novel, I am informed, in the 


faſhionable world. But ſhould our ſwains 


continue in their preſent mood, I know 
not when this fame moon will change. 
Pardon my levity, dear Warton; but 


Heaven grant our unions, like your's, may 


be propitious to our happineſs. I rejoice 


that you are all to be of the party; and 
my dear mamma intends if poſlible to be 


| preſent; the Captain is exceedingly ob- 


liging to her, and ſhe is no leſs fond of 
him. We talk in rapture of your felicity, 
and intend to make your virtues the — 


of our imitation. 


You will be pleaſed to neben my ſin- 
eereſt reſpeCts to MrF Warton, and beſt 


thanks to him for coming to England, and 
ſetting out in a career which has excited 
ſuch univerſal emulation in the Great 
World. I ſincerely wiſh the example may 
extend its influence, as it muſt in its ef- 
fect be not only conducive of individual 


felicity, but of national proſperity; as 


tending to the relief of diſtreſs, and the 
| ncourageryent of virtue and induſtry ; it 
| would 


"I 9 . * ” 
«YT 1 _ * AC 9 7 7 * > nnn 
ONS, Ia Sree r PEE II IR * „* 
r P A 0 ccc * 3 W 


mp — 2 


OF FELICITY. 1 
ſt would reſcue the poor from their rude 
e. ſtate of ignorance and impiety, and dif— 
je fuſe among them the ineſtimable bleſſings 
1s of religion, N 


W Adieu, my ever dear friend till we meet, 
OY as it probably will be the laſt epiſtle 
at from, 


 Your's ſincerely, 
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LETTER XLIV. 


MRS. WARTON To MISS HUET. 


ECEIVE my warmeſt congratulati- 


ons, my ever dear friend, on your 


approaching felicity, waich I truſt will 


prove as firm and happy in its conſequences 
as that of your friends bids fair for. If 


our happineſs can receive any augmenta- 
tion, it is from the arrival of my dear Ma- 
tilda and her- Captain, who ſincerely re- 


joices at her friend's union with Lord 
_ Townly.—Matilda's felicity beams on her 


lovely countenance, and can only be equal- 


led by the joy and ſatisfaction which on. 


every occaſion actuates her beloved hu(- 


band; indeed one. would be led to ima- 
gine, that he had formerly pined in ſecret, 


as ſhe is now all ſprightlineſs and viva- 
city: May ſuch ever be the reward of 
virtuous conſtancy the fruit of the edu- 


the 


cation we received under the auſpices of 
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the good Lord and Lady C——, My be- 
loved Wartoa imitates the bright exam- 
ple of this worthy nobleman in almoſt 
every action of his life. 

An aſtoniſhing occurrence has lately 
| happened reſpecting the amiable Mrs. 
Herbert, which | ſhall reſerve till I have 
the pleaſure of a perſonal interview. It 
gives.me pleaſure to learn that your mam- 
ma will grace your nuptials; beg my beſt 
reſpects to her, and love to your ſiſter, 
who will doubtleſs accompany her 
mamma. i TED 
I beg to be remembered to your gallant 
_ Captain, whom I think deſerving of the 
prize he is about to receive, 1 pardon 
your levity at preſent, but when you be- 
come a wife | expect you will leave it, 
and remain with the utmoſt ſincerity, 


Miſs Huet J friend, 
SELINA WARTON, 


| LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 


MRS. WARTON ro MISS HUET. 


ECEIVE my warmeſt congratulati- 


ons, my ever dear friend, on your 
approaching felicity, waich I truſt will 


proveas firm and happy in its conlequences 


as that of your friends bids fair for. If 


our bappineſs can receive any augmenta- 


tion, it is from the arrival of my * Ma- 
tilda and her- Captain, who ſincerely re- 


joices at her friend's union with Lord 


Townly.—Matilda's felicity beams on her 
lovely countenance, and can only be equal- 
led by the joy and ſatisfaction which on 


every occaſion actuates her beloved huſ- 
band ; indeed one would be led to ima- 


gine, chat ſhe had formerly pined in ſecret, 


as ſhe is now all ſprightlineſs and viva- 


city: May ſuch ever be the reward of 

virtuqus conſtancy the fruit of the edu- 

85 cat. on WE received under the auſpices of - 
the 
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the good Lord and Lady C—. My be- 

loved Wartoa imitates the bright exam- 
ple of this worthy nobleman in almoſt 
every action of his life. 

An aſtoniſhing occurrence has lately 
happened reſpecting the amiable Mrs. 
Herbert, which 1 ſhall reſerve till I have 
the pleaſure of a perſonal interview, It 
gives. me pleaſure to learn that your mam- 
ma will grace your nuptials; beg my beſt 
reſpects to her, and love to your ſiſter, 
_ who will doubtſeſs accompany | he: | 
mamma. 1 

beg to be remembered to your g gallant 
Captain, whom I think deſerving of the 
prize he is about to receive, 1 pardon 


pour levity at preſent, but when you be- 


come a wife | expect you will leave it, 
a and remain with the utmoſt ſincerity, 


Miſs Hoer 8 friend, 
SELINA WARTON. 
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LETTER XLV. 


| MR. W ARTON To MR. MH FORD, 


* was my intention not to have writ- 

ten to you till after the nuptial feaſt, but 
the very extraordinary circumſtance which 
has lately occurred, has made me impati- 
ent to communicate it to you and my ſiſ- 
ter. I hinted in my laſt our deſign of 
forming a hunting party, but in the height 


ok our diverſion poor Williams was unfor- 


tunately thrown from his horſe, and had 
very much bruiſed one leg; the ladies 
made room in the carriage, and haſtened 
to Sir George Montague's houſe, which 
was neareſt, but how ſhall I deſcribe 


what enſued ? —It requires the pencil of 


Hogarth, or the pen of Fielding to paint 


the (ſcene, Mr. Williams was in exceſſive 


pain, and we were all buſy in getting off 


his boot; Mrs. Herbert inſiſted on the 


privilege of bathing his leg with ſome- 
| thing ſhe got from Lady Montague for the 


Fe ; 
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purpoſe ; Sir George and his fon, a youth 
about eighteen, had been with us, ard 
we were all in a great parlour; but no 
ſooner had Mrs Herbert pulled down his 

ſtocking, than, with a violent ſcream, 
). me fell ſenſeleſs on the floor, Mr. Herbert 
ſuppoſed the ſight of the bruiſe had occa- 
ſioned this emotion, and every hand was 
employed in adminiſtering to her without 
effect; poor Williams was in little better 
condition, and ſhe was taken into an ad- 
Joining room, where only Mr, Herbert 
| _ the ladies attended her. We pro- 
ceeded in our endeavours to eaſe the pains 
of Williams; but the pain he now felt 
| was that of his heart, on account of poor 
Mrs. Herbert. At length a ſurgeon was 
brought, who opened a vein, and ſhe be- 
gan to breathe, but ſo incoherent was her 
returning ſpeech, that, though ſhe wiſhed 
to be underſtood, it was for a long time 
impoſſible ; at length ſhe ſeized on Mr. 
Herbert with violence, and cried, © Take 
me to him, 'tis he! *tis he!“ Who, my 
dear, do you wiſh to ſee ? 1 will conduct you 
any where. Speak, my dear, where ſhall 
I take you ?—* Oh! to him! to him!“ 
| e — 
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| ſhe—* don't you N that particu— 
lar maik he had on his legs both alike; 
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was all ſhe could articulate, and ſhe faint- 


ed in his arms, We were now ſtill more 


alarmed, as we could not poſſibly deviſe 
what could occaſion it, ſince the bruiſe 
was neither frightful or dangerous. With 


proper applications at length ſhe began to 
_ reſume her ſenſes and ſpeech; and N'r. 
Herbert ſtill holding her in his arms, ſhe | 


exclaimed, © Where is my fon, my dear 
ſon? let me ſee him, to embrace him this 
moment -e all began to ftare at each 
other; but Mr. Herbert calmly faid, 


« My Wear love compoſe yourſelf, and be 


more explicit, that we may underſtai.d 
“ Oh, his leg,” ſaid 


do, my dear,” faid ſhe, © be fo good as 


let me look at it again, and I ſhall be ſa- 


tisfied.” She needed to ſay no more, Mr. 


Herbert perfectly underſtood her, and 


quitting her immediately, like a man 
wild, flew to the room where he left Wil- 


liams, who was gone to lay down in an 
upper room; his diſtraction made him al- 


moſt as incoherent as his wife had been, 


und n he deſired 10 be ſhewn where 


Williams 


Will 


panic 
fallir 


warr 
{on ' 
able 


will 


inn 
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Williams was; Sir George and I accom- 


panied him, He no footer ſaw him, but 
falling on the bed, he claſped him in a 
{© My ton, my dear 


warm embrace 
ſon!” was all be could utter. 


We explained, as well as we were 
able, to Williams, who now was half dead 
with fear, this uncommon incident; he 

immediately pulled down both his ſtock- 
_ ings, which exhibited a rema. kable ap- 
pearance on both legs, ſimilar to what 


Mrs. Herbert had expreſſed, Mr. Her- 
bert, by the help of the DoQor and ſome 


cordials, was recovered; and the ladies 
made their appearance, leading in Mrs. 


Herbert, who embraced her ſon with the 
moſt maternal mai ks of affection; and Mr. 


Herbert and all preſent mutually em- 
| braced, It was now dinner time, and 
Sir George and his lady inſiſted on our 


ſlaying, which we could not well refuſe, 
The lovely Miſs Herbert bore no ſmall 


ſhare on this occaſion ; but I do not know. 
that it is an event agreeable to her ſenti- 
ment; for, I believe, her affection was 


of the ſofter kind—his as a brother For 


Selina I was under much apprehenſion, 
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as ſuch agitations are too much for a 
delicate frame like her's, more eſpecially 
in her preſent ſituation, 1 did not intend 
this intelligence till we met, when I hoped 
to congratulate you on the ſame account; 
but as it is over, I will not recall it. We 
were not much in a mind for eating; but 
Sir George, with great ſagacity and good 
nature, inſiſted on there being no queſti- 
ons aſked till after dinner, when we would 
gladly hear them. Accordingly after the 
cloth was removed, and the ſervants with. 
dran, Mr. Herbert requeſted Sir George's 
_ permiſſion to hear his ſon's ſingular hiſtory ; 
this being granted, Mr. Williams re- 
counted his ſtory with much modeſty, 
and particularly regretted his want of 
knowledge of his patron, and of the un. 


happy ſeparation betwixt him and his wife, 


occaſioned by a falſe jealouſy on his ac- 


count, which during this repetition often 
brought tears into his eyes. 


The ſtory was a ſympathetic one, with 
which none but S-lina and myſelf were 
acquainted, to whom I had diſcloſed it 
but very lately. After Mr. Williams had 
finiſhed, Sir George begged a hearing; 


ay, | he 
* a; 
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he ſaid, he ſtill hoped the Captain and 


his wife were happy; as he had received 


a letter from him about a month ago, 
which contained an account of his having 
been taken by pirates, fold for a ſlave on 
the Coaſt of Guinea, and mentioning his 


uneaſineſs about this young man he had 


patronized ; deſiring Sir George to enquire 
of his friend concerning him, to whom he 
had wrote, but received no anſwer, and 
was therefore uneaſy on the account. 


Sir George ſaid, he was ſorry to obſerve, 


he had found, this falſe f. iend whols eva- 
five anſwers were very unſatisfactory; and 


what Mr. Wilkams had related confirmed 


his ſuſpicions, that the wretch not hearing 
of the Captain, ſuppoſed him dead, and 


therefore refuſed to advance the neceſlary 
ſupplies, meanly purpoling to convert 
them to his own emolument. He ſaid he 


was a friend of both the Captain and 


his lady, and it was with grief he heard 
of their ſeparation; and confeſſed 'he was | 
rather inclined to the lady's ſide of the 


queſtion, He was happy, however to 
find the Captain a man of ſo much ho- 
nour, rectitude, reſolution and bumanity. 


„„ He 
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He would immediately ſend for Mrs, 
Williams to be a witneſs of her own in- 
credulity, and ſpeedily let the Captain 
know where his adopted ſon was, with the 
revolution in his affairs: and doubted not 
but, through ſuch a mediation as we could 


form, we ſhould unite in mature age what 


was impracticable in the bloom of youth, 
We were compelled by this worthy neigh- 
bour ard his lady to ſpend the day and 
evening, and went home about eleven, 


Oh, my friend, what an affecting nar- 


rative! and what emotions of Joy mutt 
| thoſe worthy people feel at recovering 


their loſt hope, and being thus by the 
goodneſs of Providence. preſerved for each 


other? — And, laſtly, what a ſtrange acci- 
dent developed the concealed fon ?— Had 
his hiftory been known, Mrs, Herbert 


might have conjectured the circumſtance, 


and diſcovery been early made; but it 
was not to be ſo; ard I am happy i in the 
reflection that Mr. Williams now Herbert, 


had not ſet his affections on his beautiful 
ſiſter. I wiſh her's may not be ſo either, 


leſt it ſhould imbitter the peace ot their 


parents, 
Sir 
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Sir George's s ſon paid more than com- 


mon attention to Miſs Herbert, and ſeemed 
viſibly affected with the part that related 


power; which though abhorrent in the 


extreme, is now the leſs to be regretted, 


as from that circumſtance flows the ſource 
of their preſent joy; and he who values 
ſuch intrinſic worth the leſs for that cir- 


cumſtance is not worthy of her, It is 


clear beyond a doubt, that Heaven per- 
mitted theſe circumſtances to further its 
own wiſe ends; to ſhow the inſtability of 


human affairs, and to bri:.g about a imncet- 


irg between thoſe whom adverſe fortune 


had rent aſunder. I ſhall tire you with 
my tedious comments; but hope for an 
excuſe, ] thirk I ſhall not trouble you | 
again *till after the nuptial Jubilee. As I. 


hope for no more tales like thoſe to re- 


count, The young Mr Herbert, 1 ſhou'd 


have told you, has declared his intention 


of continuing with me, though his father 
has offered to buy him a living wherever 


| he can hear of one to his mind; but he 


will not liſten to it. T hey both wait with 
anxious s impatience to acknowledge their 
gratitude 
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gratitude to the worthy and humane Cap. 
tain; after which Mr. Herbert, ſen. will 
return to ſettle his affairs in the North, 
and then come and ſettle near us, Thus, 


I think, in a ſhort time, we ſhall have A 
new Colony in this place. 


Mrs. Herbert will remain with Mis 
Herbert and her long loſt ſon, and ſeems 
to ſhow an equal fondneſs for both. In- 
| cloſed is a letter to Georgiana from Mrs, 
Auſtin, who, I am happy to find, means 
to conduct her children to England her- | 
ſelf. Mr, and Mrs. Dean, Mrs He: bert d 
and (on, with myſelf and better half, de- Pate 
fire you will accept our ſincere love and 
friendſhip. po | on 4 


Your's in the firmeſt bonds, | viſt 


T. WARTON. Þ my 


LETTER 


ER 
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LETTER XLV. 


MRS. DEAN To MRS. AUSTIN. 
EVER DEAR SISTER, 


E received your's, and with the 


in England, and. that of my dear nephew 


and neice. We ſhould have been happy 


had it ſuited Mr. Auſtin to have accom- 


panied you, but ſince it did not we muſt 
be content. As I was Secretary to you 
on the occaſion of our nuptial ceremony, I 


muſt now give you a ſhort account of our 


viſit on a ſimilar happy occalion, to the 


Duke of — , Whom 1 mentioned in 
my laſt, and who took fo agreeable and 


active part in our rejoicings, The Miſs 
L——, of whom 1 took notice, is the 
accompliſhed fair one to whom his Grace 
is united ;———-—a more elegant and 
lovely couple never attended the ſacred 
altar. Mr, Dean had the peculiar honour 


of } Joining their hands, as alſo thoſe of 
Lord 


_ greateſt joy anticipated our arrival 


C 
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Lord Townly and the gay and ſprighily 
Miſs Foſter, a particular friend of Mr. 
Mitford's; likewiſe Matilda and Captain 
Wilſon, and Miſe Huet, the friend of 
Selina, my brother's amiable ſpouſe. The 


marriage ceremony was performed 1n the 
ſame manner as ours; ard, by deſire of 


the parties, the god Lord and Lady 
conducted the fiſt day's cere- 


mony, at which none but he moſt inti- 
mate friends were preſent, us excepted, 
and ſuch as were of a ſteady behaviour 


| becoming tle ſolembity of the day and 
© occaſion, as it wis on a Sunday. 


Monday was uſhered in by bells ring- 
ing, mulic playing, ſhepherds dancing; 
and every diverſion ruſtic innocence could 
deviſe was exhibited on this day. The 
gentlemen ſeem to have taken ſuch a reliſh 
for conjugal life and domeſtic felicity 


from our example, that I know my dear 
ſiſter will heartily join with us in joy that 


we have been ſo uſeful; we continued 
three days with this noble and hoſpitable 


family, and when we retired, leſt num- 


bers ſtill to join the feſtive board; all 


was gaiety, that is, innocent gaiety and 


mirth; 
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mirth; and every thing which was prac- | 
tiſed with us, was here reſumed; and 


the Duke told my Lord C —-- he 
intended to become his rival in bene- 


volence, at which his Lordihip ſeemed 


greatly pleaſed, and ſincerely wiſhed fo 
many might be impelled by the ſame 
motives as to form an hoſt of rivals. 
He dared them all to the conflict, and 
wiſhed only to live to ſee humanity and 
benevolence extend. their balmy influ- 


ence. 


I ſhall ſay no more on this head; you 
may conceive the reſt; but ſhall incloſe 
the hiſtory of our dear friend and gover- 
nels, Mrs, Herbert, for your peruſal, 
which lam perſuaded both yourſelf and 
huſband will be happy to ſee, the revolu- 
tion which has taken place is aſtoniſhing, 
but not the leſs true, as you will fee on 
your arrival. 

My brother's ſchool W daily; 
and though the expence ſeems heavy, 
yet it is not half ſo much as an uninte- 
reſted ſpeCtator would imagine ; for the 


. greater part of the children earn their liv- 


Vo. Il, 6 ing, 
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ing, which makes the burden eaſy. You 
will pleaſe to take all our remembrance 
to yourſelf, huſband, and children of the 
happy band, and remain, dear ſiſter, ever 
your's, in the name of all, as before, 


MARIA DEAN, 


LETTER | 
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LETTER XLVI. 
MR. WARTON To MR. MITFORD. 


ELL now my dear friend, I hope 
we are again quietly ſeated at 


home, How long this peace with each 


other may laſt, | know not, but muſt con- 
gratulate you on the proſpect of the in- 


_ creale of your family, which I underſtand 
is nearer than that of my own; but it 
ſignifies nothing, you will be entitled to 
bis Grace's honour and bounty the firſt, 

unleſs ſome of the villagers ſhould ſtep in 
and claim a prior right ; however | hope 
to attend no other Jubilee till that takes 
place, and I care not if all claim, they 


ſhall not go empty away. I ſhall now 
conclude Williams's, alias Herbert's 90055 
and then enter on my own. 


The law-ſuit came on laſt week in the 
King's Bench, and both the Mr. Herberts 
and Miſs were obliged to attend, His 

L * | Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip was caſt in the full damage and 


coſts, likewiſe to remain in the King's 


| Fench Priſon till he can find ſureties for 


his good behaviour for ſeven years, him- 
ſelf in a thouſand pound, and two ſureties 
in five hundred each, which it ſeems he is 
unable to obtain, as his houſe, horſes, 
and furniture, muſt be ſold to make good 
his damages. He would have eſcaped 
impriſonment had he not threatened ven- 
geance on his proſecutors, which made his 
apprehenſion neceſſary. He has led this 
abandoned and diſſolute courſe of life a 


number of years, and has run out an im- 


menſe fortune, but no more of him. 


Mr. Montague has declared his paſſion 


for Miſs Herbert to his father, who ap- 


proves it, provided he goes on his travels 


till he is of age, till which time he would 
have no young man enter on that holy ſtate, 
as in his opinion he cannot before be a 
judge of his own paſſions, much leſs how 


to chooſe a partner for life, congenial with 


his own feelings and affections, without 
which the marriage ſtate muſt be taſteleſs 
and inſipid, if not miſerable. Sir George 
has ppeyed the affair to Mr, Herbert, who 
wr" 
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ſays he will leave his daughter entirely to 


her own diſpoſal ; ſenſible ſhe will not 


make an improper choice, and that ſhe 
ſnall have his conſent whenever ſhe choſe 


to permit her lover to aſk it, He has a 


high opinion of Mr. Montague, but Miſs 


has not declared her final intention, It 


has certainly been a hard taſk to drive the 


lover from her mind; though ſhe pays 
young Montague great reſpect, and he 
undoubtedly adores her, ſhe has given 
him faint hopes that ſhe will wait his re- 


turn, but that does not altogether ſatisfy 
the fervent lover, they are but ſeldom. 
apart, and Sir George declares his wiſh 
for the union, 


Captain Williams ſet off expreſs, * 
receiving an account of his adopted ſon, 


and a moſt affecting meeting took place 
between all the parties. Mrs. Herbert 
was in perfect raptures; and we thought 


would have devoured the good man with 
careſſes for the ſingular preſervation of her 


beloved ſon; Mr. Herbert was no leſs 
girateful; and it was altogether a happy 


company. Sir George had rece ved an 
anſwer from the Captain's lady, Full of 


L 3 ſorrow 
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ſorrow for her unbelief, and wiſhing ſhe 
knew how to make any poflible atonement 
for her offence, which ſhe feared was now 


out of her power, ſince ſhe had heard her 
unhappy huſhand was no more; that the 
reſt of her life ſhould be devoted to ſorrow 
and penitence for the miſery ſhe had occa- 


fioned the beſt of men to ſuffer ſo many 
years; but ſhe was determined, that the 
young man who had been the innocent oc- 


caſion of all, ſhould now ſhare her tender- 
eſt regard, and be her ſole heir, as the 
only reparation ſhe could now make. Such 
were the contents of her letter, for Sir 
George had not let her know any thing 
about the Captain being alive. It is im- 
poſſible to deſcribe the Captain's joy on 
this occaſion ; he wiſhed her preſence, that 
he might again be reſtored to her arms, 


and embrace her with the ſame fervent 
ardor that he received her on their nuptial 


day, when no paſſion but the pureſt love 


exiſted betwixt them. He wrote a moſt 
pathetic letter, deſiring her immediately 


to haſten his happineſs, as he would wiſh 
it to be celebrated among his friends; or, 
if otherwiſe, he would immediately attend 


her 


o WS. SY CF 
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her wherever ſhe thought proper. He 


ſent it by expreſs, and foon as ſh« ſaw the 
purport of the letter, without making any 
difficulty, ſhe ſet off at a very late hour, 
and hardly ſtopped char ge of horſes till 
ſhe arrived at Sir George's feat, juſt when 
the family were retiring to reſt, The 
meeting was joyful. Ard ſhe on her 
knees implored his pardo';, which was al- 
ready granted, and retired alter a (mall 


refreſhment to recruit her ſpiriis, almoſt 
overcome by the fatigue of travelling two 


whole nights and days to the dear TI 
of her former reſentment. 


We had an early me ſage deſiring RY 
company to dinner, and as ſoon as poſlible 
to join the once more happy couple. 


We attended early, and the Captain? * 


lady, who is really ſtill a fine woman, 


received us with tears of j Joy, and a com- 


- punQtion for paſt errors recommended her 
to the pity and compaſſion even of young 


Herbert, who with the reſt of the com- 


| pany exerted his beſt endeavours to calm 


the perturbation of her mind, and by 


dinner time we had ſo far ſucceeded, that 


1. 4 the 
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ſhe appeared tolerably compoſed, and we 


hope ſpeedily to reſtore her to perfect 
_ tranquility, 


After dinner we 3 the worthy 
Captain to recount his late adventures, 
which he with great complacency com- 
plied with. He began by obſerving, 
That when he had ſent the youth to 
college, time hung heavy on his hands, 
and having through the inedium of a 
friend frequently, but in vain, applied to 
his now undeceived wife, life became bur- 


thenſome to him, and he once more de- 


termined to plough the ocean, to divert 
his mind from thoſe objects which perpe- 


tually preyed upon it while on ſnore. He 


therefore lodged a large ſum of money in 
the hands of him he cheriſhed as a friend, 
for the purpoſe of providing for Mr. Her- 

bert, in caſe any accident ſhould befall 
him—during the firſt part of his abſence 
he received a very indifferent account of 
things, from this friend, but he now ſup- 
poſed him dead, as he could get no an- 


ſwer from him ſince his arrival 1n Eng- 
land, 10 


Mrs. 


r . 
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Mrs, Williams aſſured her huſband he 
was not dead, but for ſome time paſt had 
made her believe that the Captain was 


dead, and rendered her miſerable by the N 
moſt preſſing importunities to become his 


wife, promiſing a large ſettlement, but 
diſguiſing that he had any property of 
Me. Williams's in his hands. Indeed he 


ſeldom mentioned his name, but with 


a view to prejudice Mrs. Williams 


againſt him; and hence proceeded her 


ſubſequent condudt with regard to her 


| huſhand, and his adopted ſon. Nay, this 


afidious wretch even pretended that he 
knew the mother of the child, who he 
ſaid always accompanied the Captain on 
his ſea voyages. 


Mrs. Williams now begged the Captain 


to proceed, and he reſumed his hiſtory. 


„After we had been about ſix weeks at 
ſea, we proceeded for Barbadoes, but were 
ſuddenly attacked by a pirate, who board- 


ed us, after a ſtout reſiſtance, and put us 


all 1 in irons ; they proved to be Algerines, 
and failed for that inhoſpitable coaſt, 
where on landing we were permitted 


0 clean ourſelves from our filthy condi- 


E tion, 
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tion, previous to our being expoſed for 
ſale.— We were about fifty men, and four 


women paſſengers, and were well refreſhed 


te (et us off to advantage in the market, 


where there were plenty of purchaſers, 


my lot was to fall to a mercileſs planter, 
at Barbadoes, by whom I was driven na- 
ked among his negroes, and my life was 


nearly exhauſted by heat and fatigue, 
when Providence in its good pleaſure ſoſt- 
ened the heart of my maſter's wife, who _ 
was an Engliſh woman, and ſhe contrived 


a method to work my deliverance. 


„A neighbouring Planter told my 
maſter he had taken a great fancy to me, 
and wiſhed much to make a purchaſe of 
me. My maſter aſked him for what qua- 
lification he wanted me? He told him he 


thought I might make a good tutor to his 
children. Ob, ſaid the brute, if he is fit 
for that I can employ him ſome time 


myſelf, for I have a large quantity of 


writing to do, and it will anſwer my pur- 
poſe well to keep him, The wretch, how- 
ever, made me do my daily taſk, and 
then, inſtead of reft, employed me in writ- 
ing, or if not that a ſevere chaſtiſement ; 


the. 
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the latter I often received, and was grown 
ſo emaciated by the ſeverity of my daily 
taſk, and the intenſe heat of the climate, 
that | was unable to hold my pen: This 
continued for about ten months, my poor 
miſtreſs all this while plotting the means 
of my eſcape, but in vain—At length the 
young planter applied to his avarice, for that 
was his ruling paſſion, and by offering him 
three times my value, | was at laſt de- 
livered up, and the wretch, though I 
could hold out but a ſhort time longer, 
parted with me with all the pleaſure ima- 
ginable; my worthy deliverer took me 
home, cloathed me and nouriſhed me with 
the tenderneſs of a fon, renovating my 
battered conſtitution, his amiable wiſe 
being my conſtant nurſe, Till that was 
accompliſhed, their lovely children, a ſon 
and daughter, ſhewed an attachment for 
me, and | was now in daily expectation 
of being appointed their tutor. I would 
moſt willingly have performed th's duty as 
far as my abilities, as I had no attach- 
ment but my adopted ſon, of whom, tho” 
I got permiſſion to write, I could hear no 
ang; which greatly diſtreſſed me. Put 

L 6 | gracious 
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gracious Heaven can teſtiſy my reite 
when my friend, my deliverer, preſented 


me with my freedom, and told me | was 


perfectly at liberty to go wherever 1 
thought proper. 


This event was undoubtedly joyful to 


me, but not ſo much fo as if I had any 
dear connections lamenting my abſence. 
My only care was for this young man, 
ſaid he, becauſe I had left-no effort un- 
tricd to regain her affection,” 


Mrs, Williams then again accuſed his 


ſuppoſed friend as the author of all, de- 
Claring, had it not been for him vroteſting 


to her in the moſt ſolemn manner, that he 


was acquainted with the child's mother, 


and her being concealed in the ſhip; that 
nothing could ever have induced her to 


re ject his generous offers, though ſhe knew 


not the half of them. We all joined in 
condemning this villain, but as Mrs, 


Williams had his addrels, ſhe thought it 


would be prudent to entrap him in a 
ſnare to his confuſion, her ſcheme we ap- 
proved, and ſhe accordipgly wrote him, 


that as he had made her ſuch generous 
propoſals, ſhe thought ſhe could not in 


honour 


_ poſitive proof of her huſband's death; if 
be could bring her that, ſhe ſhould be 


| ceived him, and deſired him to walk into 
an anti-chamber, while he acquainted Mrs. 


liams, while her huſband was placed in a 
ſituation to diſcover the villamy of this 
pretended friend. Mr, —— expreſſed 
the moſt rapturous joy at whe ſight of the 
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honour or decency give her hand without 


glad to ſee him as ſoon as poſſible. This 
had the deſired effect, and about ten or 
twelve hours brought him to the door of 
Sir George Montague, who politely re- 


Williams with his arrival, 
Sir George thep introduced Mrs Wil. 


lady, and Sir George made an offer to re— 
tire, but ſhe begged he would not.“ 
* have acquainted you with this gentle- 
« tleman's propoſals,” ſaid ſhe, © ard 
© ſhould be glad of your aſſiſtance and ad- 
„vice.“ This he readily promiſed her. 
„Mr. ——— has made me generous of- 
* fers, on condition of my becoming his 
« wife; he aſſures me Capt. Williams is 

“dead, and as I ſent him word of the terms 

on which J would conſent, I ſuppoſe, 

„Sir, you have come . with 

them.“ 
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ys. Undoubtedly, Madam; the 
«© moſt unequivocal. "> 228. Bits and. 
he, © the Captain was my friend but to 
my knowledge a moſt wretched huſband 
% he made; he cohabited with a woman, 


* who conſtantly went to ſea with him, 


* and by whom he had a ſon whom he 
« idolized,. To my ſorrow I ſpeak it, for 
e (he was a diſtant relation of mine, and 


« the boy turned out a moſt vile profligate, 


« worthy the fon of ſuch a father and mo- 


ei ther.“ Sir George ſaid, © 1: think in 


charity, Sir, you ought to ſpare the 
dead; perhaps the lady was in fault, 


« and aid pot return his affection as a 
„ good wiſe ought to do; ſhe beſt knows 
„how that might be, but I think a man 
of that kind undeſerving ſuch a wife, 


Was it you, Sir,” ſaid Sir George,“ that 
the Captain appointed truſtee to this 
* fon.” © Me, Sir! believe me, if he 
had, I would have ſpurned at it, though 
my own relation.” —* And pray, Sir, do 
| © you know if this man's mother is alive 
„Oh no, Sir, I held her in 


« ſtill 2” —— 
4 ſuch contempt, that I never enquired 


7M after her ; but Provnnny ſhe PR be with 
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« her ſon, and it is unlikely either of them 
« (ſhould come to a good end.“ —* Well,” 


ſaid Sir George, “ we'll drop theſe un- 


« worthy people, and procee | to buſineſs. 
„Jou will be ſo obliging as to let me ſee 
the account of the Captain's death.” 

He pulled out a letter from his pocket, 
containing news of a battle in which the 
Captain was inhumanly murdered ; they 
appeared ſatisfied, and Sir George enquir- 
ed concerning the ſettlements he pro- 
poſed ; which Mr. veiy copiouſly 
enlarged upon, and produced copies cf 
notes to a Jarge amount, all of which he of- 
fered freely at the ſhrine of Hy men, defiring 
nothing ſo much as, by his tenderneſs and 
afliduity, to recompe:ſe the moſt amiable 


of women for the want of conjugal felicity 


in the early part of life. She thanked him 


for his zeal ; but was afraid ſhe ſhould 
never be able to repay thoſe unbounded 


marks of ſuperior attachment, 


He now ventured to lay hold of her 


hand and preſſed it to his lips; he then 


begged Sir George to uſe his influence in 


his favour, who aſſenting thereto, the 


worthy Baronet withdrew, Mr, Monta- 
| due, 
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gue, who, with Captain, had witneſſeq 


the diſcour'c of this {pecious villain, wiſheꝗ 


the deception to. be carried on till next 
day; as he hoped they might be enabled 
either to dive him from the houſe, or 
ſtrike a terror through his conſcience dur. 
ing the night. — The lady and her inamo- 
rata were ſummoned to. ſupper, which 
ſurpriſed her much, ſhe not being in the 
ſecret. — Lady Montague, her fon, and the 
Captain, were highly diverted with the 
idea of the young gentleman's projec}, 
which was put in execution ſoon after Mr. 
"NEE was ſhewn to his bed-chamber, 


This gentleman being thoroughly tired 
0 the fatigue of his journey, beſtowed 
little time in reflection, and haſtily un- 
dreſſing himſelf, got into bed, fond y an- 
ticipating he ſhould the next night be in 
poſſeſſion of what he had ſo long coveted; 


5 55 ſcarcely had he began to doſe, hot 


a form appeared with a lighted taper in 
each hand, dreſſed in long white flowing 
robes. The- ſpectre was perſonated by the 

Captain himſelf; who addreſſed the ſtart- 
ing, trembling wretch in the following 
pointed terms: © Falſe and perjured 

That Pe . 


* 
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« friend, I call on thee to anſwer with thy 
« blood the loſs of my dear adopted ſon, 
« and of his mother alſo, whom, by thy 
« yile practices thou haſt brought to ſuch 
“ ſhameful ends, wretch that thou art; 
* and now wanteſt to make my wife add 
« adultery to her other crimes, —Speak, 
% wretch ; and if thou canſt Juſtify thyſelf, 
«lam permitted to hear thee,” 


Half dead with fright, his terrors de- 
prived bim of utterance, till the Captain, 


in a voice of thunder, commanded him to 


ſpeak, or prepare for inſtant death; an 


electric ſhock. ſucceeded, which had been 
previouſly planned; this rouſed bim from 
his reverie, and on his Knees, he entreated 
the ſpirit of his departed friend to pro- 
nounce his pardon, and he would confeſs. 
all. The ſpectre nodding aſſent, he thus 
ws, oi * ] have been guilty of the great- 


* eſt duplicity to both you, your wife, 


and ſuppoſed fon. I confeſs I have 
„ wronged you 995 on that ſubject; 


& ſince 1 believe he is not Four fon, though 


« 1 took great pains to inſtill it into your 


wife that he was, and allo that ! knew 


© his mother, It is all falſe, and was 
5 d ofly 
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e only intended to anſwer my own abomin- 


« able purpoſes, I have long loved your 


« wife, and to that unlawful paſſion have 
«* ſacrificed my veracity and honour, but 


* never obtained her compliance with my 
* wiſhes till now that ſhe hae given her 


* conſent to marry me, to facilite which 


I by a forged letter, I impoſed your death 
« upon her; and your thus appearing, 
© convinces me of the truth of it, though 
«I knew nothing of it before but from 


e ſuppoſition in not hearing of you, Your | 


« fon I know nothing of, having never re- 
_ © mitted him the money you lefr, but was 


„ going to ſettle it on your wife as my 


4 own, thinking ſhe had a greater right to 
« it than any one elſe, This is the truth; 


© therefore pardon me if thou canſt, and 
« leave me ſome hope and time for repen- 


( tance, and drive not an unhappy man to 
© deſpair, I will reſtore your ſon if I can 
find him, and inform him of your pro- 


« perty, and make a confeſſion of my crimes 


to your much-injured wife,” 
«Be it fo,” ſaid the Captain, © but at 


thy peril, ſee my wife no more.—Send 
her the property, and leave your con: 


" feſlion i in writing but let it be full and 
__ ® explicit, 
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* explicit, that ſhe may not wonder at 
„your departure; and let the remainder 
* of your days be ſpent with probity and 
« juſtice, If you are ſincere in your re- 
„% pentance, let the widow and fatherleſs 


have your protection, for that will be 


* well-plealing in the ſight of God, and 
* coyer a multitude of your fins. Pre- 
„ {ume not to ſtay another right under 
« this roof; and if you fulfil not every 
* tittle of your promiſe, wherever you are, 


e there will I meet you. Farewel,”—— 


He then made a flouriſh with his light, 
while Mr. Montague gave him another 
electric ſhock, and he lay ſenſeleſs on the 


bed. The Captain then gave the lights 


another flouriſh, then extinguiſhed them, 
and diſappeared, 


Never was a more ludicrous Gang, Or 


perfidy more juſtly puniſhed. As ſoon as 
he heard the ſervants ſtirring. he rang the 


bell for pen, ink, and paper, and pleaded 
indiſpoſition for not attending breakfaſt , 
ard when the ladies were gone out for an 
air, the poor wretch ſent for a poſt chaiſe, 


and ſet off, no one appearing to be ſur- 
prifed, or wiſhing to hinder him. He 


leſt 
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left behind bim a full and and confeſ- 
ſion of all his baſe duplicity from the be- 
ginning, but concealed the cauſe of his 
ſudden change of ſentiments, 


I have made a long epiſtle of this, in 
hope of entertaining you, and ſhall ſend 
the ſequel in my next. My ſiſter Auſtin 
is juſt arrived; and I ſtrongly ſuſpect it 
was Auſtin that behaved ſo well to our 
Captain; but I will not anticipate the 
pleaſure it muſt give us. We are all well 
and beg to de remembered. 


. | Your's, | 


R. W. 


LETTER 
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N LETTER XLVll. 
in 9 5 
id 


in | DUKE or — To SIR HARRY EVELYN.) 


- —— | 


„ Trades, my dear friend, for your 
7 obliging attention and aſliſtance at 
wo. 


the late joy ful celebration of our nuptials. 

Ican aſſure you, from the little I have 
vet {cen of conjugal happineſs, I do not 
ſeem to require any time for repentance 
of the raſh act; nor do the reſt of the hap- 
py trio. We have ſpent a charming month 
at Townly's, and are now preparing for 
Captain ſeat to finiſh our celebri- 
ty. Our worthy friends were preſent at 
Townly's ball; and 1 make no doubt, if 
poſſible, will meet us here, for a week at 
leaſt ; in that caſe we ſhall have nothing 
to regret, but your abſence, which we 
have all lamented, more eſpecially as it 
was occaſioned by your father's illneſs; 
if he is better you muſt abſolutely give 
us a peep, or we ſhall think your friend- 


ag 


—wo# ., Yo oe 
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ſlip leſſened, though you lent your help- 
ing hand to my, I may fay our happineſs, 
My wife ſends her moſt reſpectful com- 
pliments to you, as do our friends, with 
whom we have juſt parted. I remain + 


LA 


Kom! 
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LETTER XLII. 


LADY TOIWNLY To MS. IILSON, 


DEAR MATILDA, 


WRITE to acquaint you that we are 

juſt returned from the Duke's fete, 
and ours, according to agreement, com- 
mences on Monday next, which we ſhall 
eſteem as parnicularly favoured to have 
graced by your's and the Captain's com. 
pany during the month, or longer, if poſſi- 
ble: hope no excuſe will prevent me from 


enjoying that happineſs with the freind of 


my heart. Preſent my unfeigned love to 
all the happy party who are now enlivened 
by your preſence. and perſuade, if poſſi- 
ble, every one to join the feſtive band in 
honour of hymen and felicity. The invi- 
tation, you know, is general, and there- 


fore I need not be particular; but if * 
| will 
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will not, or cannot tarry ſome part of the 
time, we mult fee you all. 

I hear Mr. Warton s Giter is arrived, 
and as what paſſes in your preſent party 
can only give her a faint idea of our do- 
meſtic happineſs, I cannot diſpe ſe with 
her preſence at the approaching feſtival, 
The concert, provided you all perform 
your parts, muſt indeed be a trcat to 
her, and | ſhould hope the ball alſo would 
be pleaſing ; but | am running to a tedious 
length, ſo accept my 1 8 reſpects, 
and believe ne ever -.. 


Lour's, 


TOWNLY. 
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' LETTER XLX. 


MR. MITFORD vo MR. IVARTON, 


I KNOW not how to expreſs my thanks 


for your very entertaining letters, 
which awake every ſenſation of the feeling 
breaſt. Lord and Lady C——— have 


read them with pleaſure, and my Georgi- 


ana is grateful as myſelf. In my Lord's 
name we beg you to bring Mrs. Auſtin to 
ſpend a few days previous to her going 
indeed my Georgiana 

is ſo eager to ſee her ſiſter, that | was 


half inclined ſhe ſhould be the bearer of 


this. I wonder not at her impatience, 
ſince fraternal affection ſhines ſo conſpicu- 
Before you read this 
thereſore you will probably ſee her — 1 
beg you will give us the concluſion of the 
good Captain's hiſtory, We all applaud 


Mr, Montague's ſcheme, as much prefer- 


able to an appeal to the ſword, We hope 
it will have its effect on the wretch who 


beg my love 


 Your's, 
R, MITFORD, 


LETTER 
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LETTER: L. 


NR. W ARTON ro MR. MITFORD. 


N compaſlion to your forlorn ſituation, 
and in compliance with your requeſt, 


1 now proceed with my narrative. l muſt, 


however, previouſly thank you for the 
opportune manner in which you have fa- 
voured us with the company of your wife; 


it has been gratifying to her wiſhes as well 
as to thoſe of Mrs. Auſtin; the children 


of the latter lady are two ſweet little che- 


rubs, who were exceedingly pleaſed at 


leeing their aunt. Preſent our reſpects to 


the good Lord and Lady C——, and we 


will do ourſelves the pleaſure of waiting 


on them when Lord Townly's ball is over, 
which we are pledged to attend, as alſo at 


the concert. —l will now reſurne the mee 
of my ſtory. 


Ihe Ladies, on their tun home, 
were informed of Mr ——'s ſudden de- 


kartute, and the ſealed paper he had left 
| behind 
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behind him, was preſented to Mrs. Willi— 
ams, in which he minutely recapitulated 
the whole of his villainous practices, and 
adding that his conſcience would ſuffer 


him no longer to carry on the deception. — 
May he live and mend. 


Sir George deſiring our company at 
dinner, you may be ſure we readily obey- 
ed the ſummons, But before dinner, Mr. 
Herbert being walking with Mrs. Auſtin's 
children, they accidentally met Mr. Wil- 
liams, whom the children inſtantly knew, 

and both at once exclaimed, © Our dear 
„ Mr. Williams!“ He ſtood motionleſs 
with ſurpriſe, before he had power to em- 
| brace them, and when recovered from his 
| attooiſhment. ſaid, * Good Heavens, Mr. 
„Herbert, from whence have you brought 
« theſe little angels!” He replied, * From 
« gur common friend, Mr. Warton, who 
« js their mother's brother; they are 
„brought over here for their education 
ee under Mr. Dean, whoſe wife, you know, 
eis another ſiſter.” + My God!” ex- 
claimed he, © is it poſſible that ſo near a 
« relation of his, who ſaved from ruin my 
15 adopted ſon, ſhould have preſerved my 
M 2 a ex- 
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« exiſtence, to bleſs the happy day when 


« firſt | knew a Warton.” 

« Well, my friend,“ faid Mr. Herbert, 
« jf you have caule to rejoice, what have 
* 1], who owe to him both the preſervation 
« of my long-loſt wife, and the recovery 


* of my only ſon, at leaſt next to you; 
* for to you I am indebted beyond mea- 


« ſure, for your unexampled humanity, in 


& ſacrificing the peace of domeſtic quiet 


and happineſs, to afford ſuccour and 
, ſupport to unprotected innocence.” 


Enough,“ ſaid Williams, © the father 


© of theſe ſweet children reſcued me from 
« ſlavery, freed me from the extreme of 


„ miſery to enjoy happineſs before un- 
« known, 4gain reſtored to the arms of 
my wife, as dear to me as when [I firſt 
« led her to the altar, rich in all the 
*« charms of youthful innocence and beau- 


ty, guarded from the perfidy of man, 


and now connected by the bonds of 


„ amity with thoſe diſintereſted friends, 
ho only prize their own happineſs in 


+: proportion as they are conducive to it 
ein others. Where, my dears,” added he, 


* 38 your papa and mama? 1 long to throw 


— myſelf 
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5 « myſelf at their feet. Are they at 
Mr. Warton's now?” „Oh, ”faid Richard, 
. you want to do that, you muſt go to 
« Barbadoes, for my papa is there, but 
% my mamma is at uncle Warton's ; and 1 
« am ſure ſhe will be glad to fee you, for 
„they very often talked about you when 

we were at home.“ 
They then returned to my houſe ; and 
I 1 ep my brother will not ſuppoſe I write 
theſe ſelf-encomiums through vanity, but 
only to ſhew the powerful operations of gra- 
titude in theſe worthy men, The Captain 
came flying in with a child in each arm, 
crying out, Where is ſhe? Where is 
„ the?”—You may remember, I anticipated 
this meeting, and wiſhed to ſee the firſt 
Interview, fortunately I was in the way, 
and immediately conducted him to my ſiſ- 
ters, who were ſitting together. On our 
entering the room, they got up; but the 
poor Captain was almoſt overcome with joy, 
and, dropping on his knee, ſeized with fer- 
vor the hand of my ſiſter Auſtin, and bath- 
ed it with tears of joy.—She railed him 
with tenderneſs, expreſſing her happineſs at 
leciog him, and her hopes that he had 
Mg. "ar 
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met with more happineſs fince his return 
to his native land than he had done when 
ſhe firſt had the pleaſure of ſeeing him. He 


aſſured her he had, and that principally | 


through the means of her brother. 
After the mutual enquiries and congra- 


tulations had taken place, we returned to 
Sir George's to dinner, where a numerous 


and happy party were aſſembled, conſiſt- 


ing of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert, Mr. and *© 


Mrs. Dean, young Herbert and Miſs, Cap- 


tain Williams and wife, your better half 


and mine, Mrs. Auſtin and children, Cap- 


tain Wilſon and Matilda, Sir George, his 


lady, and fon, We were all mirth and 


gaiety, and the laſt evening's affair was tho- 


roughly canvaſſed. Mr. Montague received 
the general thanks for his ingenious contriv- 
ance; the electrical apparatus was exhibit- 
ed, and the manner ſhewn by which its 


operations were directed to affect this 
guilty wretch. His confeſſion was read, 


and contributed in no ſmall degree to the 
ſatisfaction of the Captain and his Lady 


who found each other ſo different from — 


what they before thought. 


ladeed, 
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Indeed, a moſt chearful and agreeable 
day it was altogether; and we have ſome 
reaſon to think, Mr. Montague's pleaſant 
contrivance did not leſſen him in the ei- 
teem of Miſs Herbert; he had many 
warm advocates in his behalf; but his 
own — merit is his beſt recom- 
mendation. 
N have almoſt perſuaded Sir George 
to conſent to his ſon's marrying before he 
ſet off on his travels, if he can get the 
\ conſent of the fair one; who, if the has 
any objection to ſurmount, it is the par- 
tiality that ſtill exiſts in her breaſt towards 
her brothes; for ſhe declares no atiach- 
ment on earth is preferable to Mr, Mon- 
tague s, whoſe mind and perſon ſhe much 
eſteems, though not with the paſſionate 
ardour of a lover. Sir George, however, 
reminds me of a ſtory, I heard before i 
left England; for he ſays he would not 
have the marriage conſummated till he 
returns. 
The ſtory I allude to runs . 
thus A contract was entered into by the 
Noble Parents of a young couple, and the 
nuptial benediction given; both parties 
were very young, but remained together 
M4 5 in 
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in the houſe while preparations were mak · 
ing for the young gentleman's journey; 


when, lo! one morning his father, having 
tifen earlier than uſual, and wanting his 


ſon, who was not flirring, went to his 


chamber, and found he had not ſlept there 
that night, as the bed cloaths were in per- 


fect order; he then ran to an elderly lady, 


the mother, aunt, or grandmother, I for- 


get which, to inform her of the affair,— 
„What,“ ſays the lady, “ cannot you ſup- 


_ © poſe where he is?“ —“ No, really,” ſays. 
| his Lordſhip, © 1 am frightened and have 
no idea.” She laughing, ſaid, ſhe would 


venture a wager ſhe ſoon fand him, and 
led him to the door of the young lady's 
chamber, which having opened, diſcover- 


ed the young married couple faſt locked 


in each other's arms, in a dead ſleep. 


The old gentleman ſtood aftoniſhed with 


| ſurpriſe; and ſhe aſked him what he could 


have expected otherwiſe ?—The conſe- 


quence was her young Ladyſhip was ſent 


to travel with her ſpouſe; and perhaps, 
the beſt thing that could have happened, 
as it kept the youth | from various diſſipa- 

tions 
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tions into which he might otherwiſe have 
fallen. At the end of four years, the hap- 
py travellers returned, with three lovely 


children, and a fourth very near. 


This tory I related to Sir George, who 
laughed very heartily at it ; and the young 
ones were not without a bluſh on the occa- 


ſion. We ſubjoined our wiſhes, that if 


Sir George would perſiſt in having his ſon 


thus accompliſhed, Miſs Herbert might 
accompany him as tutor, in character of 


Mrs. Montague. 


We did not part early; and wented 
nothing but the company of you and your 
Noble Patrons to have made the party 
compleat. The noble Captain, for ſo 1 


muſt call him, behaved with the greateſt ; 


kindneſs to my ſiſter Auſtin, who longs in 
perſon to greet you brother, 


I think I have ſufficiently lengthened out 


Williams's ſtory ; therefore ſhall once more 
cConclude, till after our meeting at Town- 
_Iy's; and am, as all with us ever are, 


;Your' 's, 


T. WARTON. 
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LETTER LI. 
MRS. AUSTIN, IN ENGLAND, 
bs 2 
MR. AUSTIN, IN BARADOES. 


1 ARRIVED ſafe with my dear chil- 
1 dren on England's happy and my. own 


native ſhore, but amidſt the ſucceſſion of 


happineſs and pleaſure which hourly ſur- _ 
rounds me, I feel there is ſomething want 
ing to complete that felicity I cannot 


enjoy ſo perfectly as I ought without ſhar- 


19g it with my beſt beloved, whoſe pre- 


| ſence alone is wanting to render this place 


a perfect elyſium; its inhabitants my dear 


relations, who have added others equally 


dear to me, by the uncommon love and 


kindneis they ſhow for me and mine. 

I have been preſent at a Fete gp ren by 
Lord Tow nly to the Duke of x 
mentioned in my ſiſter Dean's letter, and 
Captain . who was married to Miſs 


Ruet, of whom alſo mention was made at 
| that 
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that time, which three charming couple 
were united at once, Lord Townly to 
Miſs Foſter, a friend of Mr. Mitford's fa- 
mily; the Duke of to a Miſs L——, 
a moſt accompliſhed lady; we were pre- 
ſent at a concert, exactly ſimilar to the 
deſcription Maria gave us of theirs, and 
was really divine, Every one bore a part 
either with the inſtrument or voice : The 
ball was elegant in the extreme, and very 
numerous, but did not afford me ſo much 
real pleaſure as the concert, which was 
carried on in a manner as near as poſſible 
to my Lord G—— - and my brother's, 
which theſe noble gentry imitate in every 
thing, hoping to obtain and keep pace 
with them in domeſtic felicity. I think it 
would be tedious to repeat it, as Maria 
gave us fo full a deſcription before, 

I have not yet mentioned what has 
much more ſurpriſed and delighted me, 
than all theſe fine things, the fight of 
Mr. Williams, who is one of us, and who 
in the perſon of my brother's chaplain, 
has found that adopted fon he uſed to talk 
ok with ſo much tenderneſs; but above 

all, what will aſtoniſh you, that this ſaid 
S Chaplain | is ſon to our ever dear mother, 


M 6 7 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Herbert, who has alſo found her 
long loſt huſband, and are all of our hap- 
py party. 

Ü beg and entreat my 40580 huſband, 
if poſſible to ſettle his affairs in a manner 


that will leave him at liberty to come to 


prove the happineſs I inform him of, The 
much loved Herbert, whom I know you 


eſteem as much as we do, what pleaſure 


will it be to you to ſee that dear woman, 


who has been ſo tender, ſo good to us all, 


when without a mother; to ſee her, I ſay, 
happy in her much lamented huſband and 


moſt amiable ſon, both in thought dead, 


but by the wonderful interpoſition of Pro- 


vidence preſerved, all of them preſerved, 


to render each other happy. 


Incloſed I ſend you a full account of the 
manner in which theſe ſurpriſing incidents 
were diſcovered, as my ſiſter Dean has 
wrote it down, for = is principal ſecre- 

ary, being fond of her pen. As to 
Selina, my brother's wife, ſhe is a para- 


gon of perfection, and indeed he was a 


happy man to reſerve himſelf till he came 


where fuch excellence only can he found; 


{r, Mitford's elder lifter is alſo a match- 
- leſs and incomparable woman, and the 


Captain 
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Captain to whom ſhe is united, is an ami- 
able and STOOLS man. Lord and 
Lady C—— are too great for me to 
attempt to deſcribe—So much elegance, 
order, ſobriety, benevolence and humanity, 
marks the whole of their conduct, that 
they may be truly ſaid to be more than 
human. 

We left theſe three ds couple to 
finiſh their month's mutual agreement, 
that they ſhould be married at the Duke's, 
and ſtop the firſt month, repair to Lord 
Townly's at the expiration of that, and 
ſtay another, when they ſhould complete 
the feſtivity at Captain Conway" s by ano- 
ther month. 


Heaven grant them all a likeneſs to that 
happineſs they fo fervently imitate and fo 

richly deſerve; and that they may never 

know leſs than you and your ever loving, 
faithful, affectionate wife, 


AUSTIN. | 
All our dear friends ſalute you, and 


the children, and pray for your coming 
among a—Hadieu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER III. 


MR. WW ARTON vo MR. MITFORD.. 


MY DEAR BROTHER, 


1 SIT down to relate that new hiſtory - 


< which in the beginning of our correſpon- 


_ dence I thought might been agreeable 
to you, little imagining all thoſe pleaſ- 
ing occurrences would have protracted 
what I now feel quite indifferent to, from 
the preſent taſte and reliſh I have of ſu- 


perior bliſs; ſuch as it is, however, you, 


and no one fo much as you, are welcome 


to. My father, you know, whoſe inex- 
perience rendered him an eaſy prey to 
deſigning villainy, ſoon became what the 


|. world calls a bankrupt, but without diſ- 


treſſing his creditors ; his perſonal eſtate 


Was about one thouſand per annum, and 
my mother brought him a neat twenty 


thouſand, ſterling. Some few years he 
went on very comfortably during which 


time 
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time my mother brought me and my three 
ſiſters into the world; but imbibing a no- 
tion of ſpeculation, and dabbling in the 
Alley, without being ſufficiently verſed in 
the art, ſoon became a prey to the black 
legged gentry, who not content with ſtrip- 
ping him in this way, found means by 
ſuffering him to win a little at firſt at the 
game of hazard, to engage him to lay a 
larger ſum, till his imprudence got the 
better of his reaſon, and he completely 
ruined himſelf, before his eyes were open 
to the danger he had precipitately plunged 
himſelf into, Being naturally of a tender 
diſpoſition, and a fond father and huſband, 
his mind became a prey to deſpair, and 
the thought of having brought to diſtreſs 
a wife he tenderly loved, ſoon brought on 
a fever, which terminated his exiſtence, 
and left a diſconſolate widow and four 
children, to deplore his loſs. 
My father having no relations that ſhe 
could apply to for aſſiſtance, my dear 
mother ſoon became the victim of diſor- 
dered reaſon ; ſhe had a brother a rich 
Planter at Parbadoes, who was unmar- 
Tried, and who commiſſioned a friend to 
_ Ciſpole 
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diſpoſe of us as he thought proper. My 


unhappy mother was put under the care 
of the faculty, and after about four years 


recovered her reaſon in a tolerable degree. 
My uncle then ſent word that he ſhould be 


glad if we were all to come and ſettle 
with him, which my mother gladly con- 


ſented to. I was about ten years old, 
when my father died, and was now near 


fifteen, when I left ſchool, my ſiſter Auſ. 
tin about twelve, Georgiana ten, and 


Maria eight; we arrived ſafely there, 


and were treated by the good man in 
the tendereſt manner. Our education was 
continued as if our father had ſtill lived in 


his former proſperity, Two years hay- 


ing thus elapſed, my mother paid the 


great debt of Nature, from a melancholy 


which had preyed on her ſpirits ſince the 
time of my father's death. Another year 


and a half deprived me of my uncle, who 
had in every reſpect acted a father's part. I 
was then near twenty ; and as my uncle 


had early initiated me in buſineſs, was 
perfectly capable of managing every ee 


belonging to it. I found myſelf maſter 
of TY thouſand pounds in caſh, with every 
proſpect of e * 


About 
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About this time a cargo of ſlaves happen- 


d ed to arrive; and, as | had always been 
L accuſtomed in my uncle's time, went to 
= examine them, leſt they ſhould have been 
8 | balfely betrayed or filled a ſtation too high 
. to be degraded by ſuch unworthy employ- 
= ment, in ſuch caſe to become their purcha- 
ſer, and reſtore them to their friends and 
: wonted liberty, deſpiſing every intereſt- 


ed maxim, he thought ads like theſe were 
acts of humanity, that made him proſper 
beyond many of his neighbours, who were 
governed by other principles, Be it as it 
might, I was determined to follow his 
| ſteps in every good work; conſcious that it 
would always bear ſelf. examination. Pro- 
vidence particularly favoured me at this 
period, by directing me to a place where [ 
found a ſhip's crew, paſſengers and all, who 
had been taken by an Algerine pirate, and 
carried into their port, which were fortu— 
nately purchaſed by merchants trading in 
that inhuman traffic, and brought to that 
place for the plantation work, I ſurveyed 
them, and found a beautiful woman among 
them, a Captain of an Engliſh veſſel, and 
an African Chief, all of which in a parti- 
cular 
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cular manner claimed my pity. I found 
their price high, but I purchaſed them, 
with ſeveral others of leſs note, who were 

not for our ſultry climate. I brought them 
home, and gave them their liberty, with 
choice to remain with me, or go where ever 
they thought proper ; the African proved a 
Prince who had been ſeized while on a 
hunting party; his tribe were powerful, 
and he rich, and had left behind him a large 
family. Impreſſed with gratitude, which 
his tears beſpoke, he then ſet off for his 
native country, where he arrived in ſafety, 
and ſoon after ſent me a moſt magnificent 

preſent I by no means defired. The Captain 
tarried with me for tome time, with whoſe 
company I was very much delighted and edi- 


fied ;, but what attached me moſt to him was, 
that he had preſerved the female I menti- 


oned from pe:iſhing in a watery grave; 


this female was no other than our dear 
I wasparticularly charm- 


Mrs. Herbert. 
ed with her appearance, and really felt a 
ſomething more than bare eſteem for her 
he ſeemed overwhelmed in melancho- 
ly; and when I entreated her permiſſion 
to let me contribute to her future tranqui- 

Es N 


lity, 
ſituat 
me 9 
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lity, by acquainting her friends with her 


ſituation, in a feeling manner, ſhe addreſſed 
me as follows: 9 8 e 

* Alas, Sir, I have no friends, no one 
« but Captain Manſel and yourſelf; he 
e preſerved me from the impetuous ocean, 
and you from | know not what ſcenes 
« of diſtreſs and miſery. My beloved 


« huſband and fon periſhed in the ſtorm, in 


which the generous Captain, at the ut- 


„ moſt hazard of his life, ſeeing our 


« diſtreſs from his own ſhip, boldly ven- 

„ tured in a ſmall boat, and happily reſ- 
e cned me from the jaws of impending. 
* death. But, oh! what a ſcene of wretch- 


e edneſs was I reſerved for !—\\ hat com- 
_ < plicated miſery and woe -A widow and 


1* 


« childleſs in one fatal moment! Here 
grief overpowered her tender frame, and 
ſne ſunk motionleſs on her ſeat. The 


Captain and myſelf only were at this time 


with her, but we found the aid of females 


neceſſary, and my ſiſters, by procuring 
what was neceſſary, brought this amiable 


woman to herſelf, We forbore any more 


enquiries then; but endeavoured, as much 


as 
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s poſlible to alleviate ; but ſhe ſeemed 
kantig However, 1 made an effort, 
as far as was in my power, by offering her 
myſelf. and fortune, which ſhe moſt grate- 
fully and modeſtly rejected, aſſuring me 
her affections were ſo inalienably fixed 
on. her late huſband and fon, that ſhe was 
fully and reſolutely determined to, remain 


a widow through life; for it would be a 


violation of her feelings, as abhorent to 
her principles, to yield her hand, where 


ſhe could not beftow her heart; therefore, 


| however flattering the proſpect might be, 
ſhe would never deceive any one in ſo 


momentous an affair —Notwithſtanding, 
ſhe aid, if I could employ her in any 


ſervice of which ſhe was capable, ſhe 
would eſteem it a favour e of her 
laſting gratitule. 


Il then aſked her, as a matter of form, if ſhe 
was acquainted with any language beſide 


her native one; and to my infinite ſurpriſe, 


found ſhe was perfect Miſtreſs of French, 
Italian, and German, and was likewiſe a 
Judge of my ſenſa- 


proficient in muſic. 
tions, oh, my friend, at this diſcovery 
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—1 immediately made her an offer of being 
Governeſs to my ſiſters, with every comfort 
in my power to procure, She readily aſ- 
ſented to my propoſal, with only one proviſo, 


which was, that i ſhould never more men- 


tion the other ſubject; this I faithfully 
promiſed, and as religiouſly obſerved, 
which plainly ſhews the wile interpoſition 
of Providence in the moſt dark and myſte- 
rious matters. Had ſhe yielded to my 


entreaties, what a train of unforeſeen evils 


would have enſued — Whereas by her 
virtuous refuſal, and laudable perſeverance, 
bow much happineſs have we both expe- 


rienced ? 


l vas in need of a perſon thus qualified, 
to undertake the care of my ſiſters : They 
were happy with my choice, and made great 
progreſs under her; and you, my friend, 
have been a witneſs of their accompliſh- 
ments. We lived in the greateſt harmony 
imaginable, till finding my fortune increaſe 


ſo rapidly, that I began to wiſh myſelf 


in my native land, and accordingly 
concerted ihe meaſures moſt likely to | 
facillitate my purpoſe ; but this buſineſs 
Ws, coeoſt 
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coſt me more pains than I expected for J 
wanted to part with my effects only to one 
who would ſtill preſerve the cuſtom 


1 had been taught by my uncle to re- 


vere. 

1 waited long in vain, well knowing 
that planters are too hardened by their 
barbarous traffic to poſſeſs much huma- 
nity. | at length made choice of a young 


man, whom | had purchaſed in my uncle's 


time, whoſe humane diſpoſition recommend- 
ed him to my notice. He had ſome time 
been my principle aſſiſtant; and evinced 
great partiality for my eldeſt ſiſter, who 


at times, I diſcovered, ſeemed to regard |} 
him with favour, I immediately ſet 
about knowing the real inclination of 


both parties. My ſiſter ingenuouſly con- 
feſſed her attachment; for, I am proud to 
ſay, all my ſiſters are of an open and candid 
diſpoſition, I told her I had no objections to 


her choice and that though my intentions 


were to reviſit England, however much 


I might regret leaving her behind, if it 


contributed to her happineſs, and the 
young man anſwered my expectations, ſhe 
Mould have my hearty conſent, 


I then 
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1 then repaired to him, determined he 
ſhould not know the converſation that had 
paſſed between us. I aſked him if he 
had any thoughts - of ſettling, provided 
he was accommodated with the means; 
that | thought of returning with my 
ſiſters to England; and that if I could 
be of any ſervice to him, I would gladly 
aſſiſt him. —He ſtood filent, and looked 
confuſed ; at length he replied, © oh, Sir, 
« labour under ſuch an infinitude of 
obligations to you already that more 1 
dare not aſk.”— I aſſured him I dit- 


fered with him much on that head, as 
it would be pleaſing to me to be ſerviceable 
to him, as his fidelity and integrity had 


rendered him worthy any favour I could 
beſtow. He looked at me with aſtoniſh- 
ment, and burſting into tears faid, © I dare 


not, | cannot aſk—the only favour on 


earth I could wiſh or defire—the pre- 


« ſumption is too great - my tongue will 
_ © notutter it —I begged him to diſſipate 


his fears, obſerving there had never been 


any thing ſo rigid in my behaviour towards 


him as to Jan o timid an apprehenſion 


—He _ 
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Ile ſtopped me ſhort “Sir, no man 
„ever infringed the laws of hoſpitality 
« as I have done.” — I enquired in what 
manner, and gave him my word of honour 
as a man to pardon any breach he could 


poſſibly have committed againſt me; there- 
fore deſired him to look on me as a friend, 


ready to aid and alliſt him under any difficul- 
ty,—l pauſed o give him time to conſider 
ol his anſwer.— He then replied, © Oh, Sir, 
know I muſt become the victim of your 
« diſpleaſure.” I rather rebuked him for 
having ſo little confidence in my word, and 
keeping me in unneceſſary ſuſpence. He 


then made an effort to fall on his knees, 
vhich I prevented. Diſappointed in this, he 


cried, © Sir, your goodneſs is too great; but 


if you will permit me the uſe of pen and pa- 
« ver, | will inform you of the truth.“ 


| Readily aſſenting to his requeſt, I deſir- 


ed him to retire, that he might do it 


wich more compoſure and recollection. 
Town I was pleaſed with his modeſty as it 
indicated an honeſt he irt; but though I ap- 
proved of him for a brother.in: law, I could 
not make him a tender of my filters perſon. 
In this dilemma I was undetermined what 
to 
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to do, or what offer to make him when 
he diſcloſed his mind. At length his, bell 


rung, and a ſervant preſented the jetter, 
- which his timidity would not allow him to 


do himſelf, The beſt idea I can give you of 
it is a copy, which is as follows: 


LETTER LI. 9 2M 


MR. AUSTIN. To MR. WARTON. 
SIR, 


WA TH the keeneſt ſents bl. my RY 
rits, I ſcarcely dare hope your 


pardon, when] inform you that, by an un- 
bappy paſſion, which my nature was inca- 
pable of reſiſting, I have robbed your ſiſter 


of a heart, of which I am in every reſpect 
unworthy. Believe me, Sir, was the world in 
my poſſeſſion, I would freely ſacrifice it at the 


ſhrineof my divinity ; but, after this decla- 


ration, in obedience to your requeſt, my 
moſt ſanguine expectations can hardly pre- 
ſame on your forgiveneſs: I have, 'how- 


ever, one favour to beg, heir flatter 


myſelf you will grant, that your amiable 


faſter may enjoy your pity and fraternal 


Vor. II. IF e 


— 
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ſympathetic regard, for permitting ſo un- 
fortunate an irgrate as myſelf to obtrude 
on her affections. 

In whatever part of the terraqueous 


globe my doom may be fixed, my prayers 
ſhall be offered up to the Lord of the Uni- 


verſe for your welfare; whilſt, with the 
moſt profound humility, ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your moſt faithful ſervant, 
WILLIAM AUS * IN. 


1 was aſtoniſhed at the humility expreſſ: 
ed by this young gentleman, and charmed 


with his exalted notions of gratitude; yet [ 
was diſpleaſed with his appearance of ter- 


ror on the diſcloſure of this circumſtance, 


therefore wrote as follows : 


LETTER LIV. 


— 


MR. IV ARTON TO MR. AUSTIN. 


8 
MUST need confeſs myſelf aſtoniſhed 


no abſolute need of baniſhing you from my 
"ws: 1 ought to lay molt blame on my ſiſ- 
ter 


at the contents of your letter; but ſee 


' 2 — — guy + 


a 


embroidering. 
their, work, as I had ſomething particular 


oF FPELICLTY, 267 
ter for not conſylting me on her choice, but 


I ſhall take no mean revenge on either; ſince 


heaven be praiſed l am taught to forgive an 
injury, as I hope to be forgiven. 
We muſt part, indeed, but not in that 


angry manner you ſeem to intimate. Firſt, 


] wiſh to give you a little advice; for 
which purpoſe I requeſt your attendance in 
my ſtudy two hours hence at fartheſt, 
which timel give you to recolle& yourſelf, 
and hope you will never give me cauſe to 


call you any other than fiiend, Which l 
ſtill profeſs myſelf to be. 


Wo WARTON. 
S Yamediately wrote a note to a cler- 


gyman of the pariſh, and a particular 
friend of mine, to favour me with their 
company in an hour or two, and to bring 


with him a licence and ring, as | thought 
I ſhould: have occaſſon for his afliſtance in 


that time, but which at preſent required 
ſecrecy. .I then repaired to my ſiſters, who 
with their amiable tutoreſs, were employed 

I defired them to lay aſide 


to communicate, —* My dears,” faid I, 


_ « Mr. Auſtin and myſelf have had ſome © 
talk about an affair which this letter will 


N 2 beſt 


— —— 9 —³ð «”—¹!n ͤ 4 ²· iV 15 
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* beſt N Pray,“ ſaid l, after hey had 
peruſed: 1 it, * has any other lady knowled ge 
of this affair 2” MY ſiſter anſwered he 


had mentioned it to no perſon living. Mrs. 
Herbert aſſured me it was the firſt moment 
ſhe had. heard of it; but © hoped I would 


conſider the youth ad: inexperience. of the 


parties. Mr. Auſtin, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had ever 
conſidered as a deſerving young man, and 


wiſhed his ſituation in life had entitled 


him to the hand of the young lady; but 
love, like death, levels all- diſtinctions, and 
makes reaſon merely the hand- maid of 
paſſion.” Certain, however, it is, that young 
people ſbould endeavour to extinguiſh the 
firſt ſpark, leſt Its: raging violence ſhould 
increaſe beyond the controul of prodenc 


pr diſcretion; 
I then defired they would prepare to 


take leave of hich as he would attend 
preſently for that purpoſe!” © And particu. 


* larly you,“ ſaid I, to my now 'trembling 


ſiſter, who faintly articulated, “ Oh, brother, 
is the unfortunate youth: going?“ 1 


anſwered had not aſked him, nor would 
it be, very. prudent for her. She b: ifkly 
Teplied, would willingly Kdo, for 


1 would, 80 adly RECs aver the world with 
8 * TN him. 
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im. beef, young man,“ ſaid 
We. to 225 have. reduced you Oh, 

* gracious eaven! what will become of 

* him, when baniſhed from me, who am 
ſenſible how dear am to him! My own 

* miſery will he ipſupportable from a re- 

by collection, of his ſafferings, Yet I cannot 
brother, WES as ) you « are, upbraid you, 
* h. baye been to me a ather, brother, 

% And every thing but pat this dear 
# man Mae have Spee had fortune been 
« propitious to-my Wiſhes, or | enabled to 
«procure for tim only the comtnon peceſ⸗ | 


eee . 
lo I felt the force of ber expreſſions; ; 
I abd was happy in the time approaching, 
FF when ! might convince theſe faithful lovers I 
. was not ſo inexorable as they imagined. Poor 


Auſtin ſent a reſpecful ſmeſfage, acquaint ng 


0 me that hie waited'my- pleaſure” My fifter 
1 | Hal fainted away, but Was now recover“ 
8 - ed, and ſeated og a' fopha, drowned in 
SH tears. | was offended that ſhe had not eſkid. 
, my conſent; having ever treated. her wich 
. brotherlhrenderaels; from which he mig nt» 
d conclnde; 1 would dn n account ::6bfti uc 
y ber happmeſs. My uncle iecommended 


{ 7 47908 IN peorection, but left me ſole: 
th bitt maſter 
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maſter of his property but notwithſtanding 


this, Fever meant to be A Juſt and faithful 
ſteward to them. ek ebe 


much ſhocked at ſeein her in that ſitua - 


III. 


100 did, b. 


ling ſacrifice for bon happineſs. . Fe or that 1 
ſaid there was no occaſion, if they had ac- 
ted imprudent, they were both young e- 
nough to make amends for thein fault, ; I 


place to ſettle; in, telling him if he had, I 
' ſhould make a pointof alliſting him. He, 
Z reſpeatully anſwered, and ſaid, he had done 
repaid him, for doing no more than What 


were abſent, all places were alike, ind iffe - 


ed among us, and a ſeparation muſt make 
him miſerable. I told him I had ſome. 


du . * 1 want a Reward, he might 
1 


Poor Auſtin now appeured,: and ſeemed 


tion, [def red him to try i a could alle- 


then aſked him if he hall fixed. upon any 


his utmoſt in my ſervice, and; I, had ten · fold 
Was his duty; and that af me and, mine, | 


rent to him ; that his affections were divid- 


thoughts of quitting the iſland in a year or 
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depend on the preference, if he could con- 
quer this unfortunate attachment. He 


ſaid, he was entirely at my diſpoſal, and 
would do any thing to ſerve me; but would 


rather accept the meaneſt place in my 


houſehold to be with me, than all my poſ- 
ſeſſions to ſtay behind. 5 
I was rather ſtruck at this inſtance of at- 


| tachment; but recollecting myſelf, ſaid, 
* well young man, I wiſh not fo much to 


make you rich as to make you happy; 


therefore I will make one more propoſal, 


which you may accept or not, as you beſt 


like. I have obſerved the mutual affec- 


tion of you and my ſiſter, and if you con- 
ſent to manage for me till you can remit 


me a ſum not under two thouſand pound 
per annum, ſhould my ſiſter, after her ar- 


rival in England, not attach herſelf to any 
one elſe, and you both remain in the ſame 


mind, I will offer no impediment to your 


union. Mr. Auſtin ſhed the tear of grati- 
tude. I told them they ſhould have a 


quarter of an hour to accept or reject my 
J 1 1 (6 2 a F $4 4 4 S4<h : * 
offer. I then withdrew with Mrs. Herbert | 


and m other two ſiſters, and I endeavou- 
0. 4 B&W «$5.44 #: tz a | WE ALES \ eas, © tag TE 
red. to hear if they had any better opinion 


e % 4 
- 


He 


me than they had before this interview. 
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He looked at his watch and ſald, & oh, 


* my much beloved angel, what hopes and 


* fears by turns aſſail us—our moments 
« are few 


© in proportion to his receipts, that it will 
probably be double the given ſum the 
„ firſt year. Shall I, my love, accept this 


3 offer, or will you doom me to deſ 

pair?“ He then took her hand and gent- 
* preſled i it to his breaſt ! why ſpeakeſt 
thou not, my guardian angel, remember 
A qur time is almoſt expired,“ ſhe fell in his 


arms, overwhelmed with grief. I can- 


1 not.“ ſaid ſhe, “ bear one year's ſepara- 
-ſhould I conſent, my frame 
would ſoon decay, and make me the 


tion 


victim of deſpondency ; aſk my brother's 


* conſent ; and if he refuſe it, I will go 


&yith'you to whatever part of the globe 
4 you think proper.” —— A tender em- 


brace cloſed this intereſting ſcene, when 


we fe. entered Well, Sir,” ſaid I,“ what 
now is your determination; Can you 


Wait my time?” —< The taſk, Sir, is 100 | 


hard for this DN and a woman; 


oh, direct me what to ſay, 
for! will be guided by your direction, 
& Your brother has made the ſum fo ſmall 


A | All „ 


"I ACT 7 oo wx, 
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. cannot endute the idea ob a ſepa- 


„„ 


ration; therefore on. our knees we en- 


treat and emplore your conſent to our mu- 


tual withes. e ſaid I, tem y brother; 

riſe my dear ſiſter; Of you at fi bad aſk⸗ 
ed chat one queſtion, it would 'bave pre- 
vented you both much pair—You' have 
my conſent, and Reaven grant you happi- 


_ neſs equa] to your affeQion. Pur have you 
fo confidered the nature of this folemn 
engagement, as 10 preclude the probability 
of after repentance.” 1 0 brother,” faid 


the” dear girl, who was row all vivacity, 


— cannot change, and I am ſure Auſtin 
n never will” ] muſt have-theadvice of 

— the Reverend Mr. Waring,” fad 1, To 

4 this occaſion, leaſt * do wrong; Maria 5 


deſire the good man to walk 00 He 


being introduced, after the nſual- ceremo- | 


nies, acquainted bim with the affection of 
the young couple, and aſked him if he 


tbought ſuch early attachments promiſed 
long uration ? He replied, © Not always; 3 
_ * Kar". hoped... in the preſent inflance it 


« would, for be had long admired the 
« worth and excellence of both parties; 


« therefore if his advice was neceſſary, he 


4 ized give his affirmative in the moſt 
. LY 2 unequivocal 


. 


C 
4 unequivocal r manner, Wh; (Sinha 
„ an inſtant and irrevocable union.“ 


* Say you fo,” ſaid I, * hen I think N 


« myſelf fully | bound to take your advice : 
| 40 What ſay you, Mr. Auſtin, are you 


10 willing to take this ſiſter of mine imme · 


0 diately, for I am like the Doctor here, a 


i lover of diſpatch! ? If you love her, take . 
* her, and nothing ſhall be wanting on my 


« part to render you both happy—What 


«* ſays my fiſter—are you ready to take Mr. 
« Auſtin for. life?” „ "How many days 


brother, ſaid ſhe, « will you allow me 
to make the neceſſary preparations?” © [ 
ſee,” cried the Doctor, we ſhall here have 
* the old adage yerified, that when one is 
« willing the other declines—But what 
lay vou, Mr. Auſtin, to Mr. Warton's | 


44 


« queſtion?” 


9 . the young man, 11 am 


1 ſo loſt in wonder and gratitude, that the 
hole appears ulnfion—l1 cannot however 


U hefitate to declare, that all my hopes of 5 
« earthly felicity are centered in that 


yy « amiable lady, nor will it ever be it my 


* power to repay ſo much unmerited good- 


«nels 
| yh Wen, Miss, 0 ſaid the Dodo 6 Here i is 
La man 
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ay man ready to take you for better for 


% worſe, will you, or will you not? 
* When, Doctor? not ſo ſoon as to-morrow. 
«1 will not be aſhamed to own my love fot 


© Mr. Auſtin; but/I ſee no ſuch imrnediate 


« hutry as that. — Oh, laid he; ® Miſe, 
Ido not mean to mortow; do you, Mf. 
* Warton ?”—® To- morrow No,“ ſaid J, 


« the ſaying is, to-morrow never comes; 
« ] mean to-night, with' your. leave and 


4 aſſiſtance %, Sir, am ready inſtantly 


Ut perform: my office. 'Hete, Mr. Auſtin, 
ista ring, here is 2 licence, and here is 
* a prayer- book. Mr. Auſtin bowed, 
and Miſs, to be ſure, gave a great ſcream 
and a bluſh; But the Doctor ſaid, We 
vill. give you half an hour more to pre- 
* pare yourſelf. Mr. Warton gives you 
« away, your ſiſters are bride's:maids, and 
<« we ſhall make a happy party at ſupper.” 
She again bluſhed, and the Doctor and 
retired to take a glaſs; while the young 
folks were all in a buſtle. The half hour 


being expired, we returned to the hbrary'; 
the dear girl had been weeping, but I ſup- 


poſe they were tears of joy ſhe ſned. With 
à little modeſt reluctince I gave her hand; 
ben heart ſhe. had before diſpoſed of to the 


„ | beſt 


2 
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beſt of men. When the ceremony, was: 


over, 1 embraced; her with rapture, apd 


ſincerely congratulated her on the choice 
{he had made. Happy Auſtin could got 
diſguiſe the exultations of his mind. We 

ſpent the evening in a moſt: agreeable man- 
ner; I poſtponed my intentions with ręſ- 
pect. to them for the preſent; and the riſing 


Sun next day Deberß; the bridegragm 


20 his uſual AVOCAanons. 1:11.11 ; 
At breakfaſt we met he Younly, bday 


: heightened withlevery graceful charm. We 


congratulated the happy pair en their union, 
and there was a general day of reſt among 
our ſlaves and domeſtics. Mrs. Herbert 


Fry contributed no ſmall ſhare to our mirth; 1 
ſhe loved my ſiſteł as her on child; and eſ- 


teemed Auſtin for his exemplary conduct 
and. irreproachable. integrity. I informed 


him of my intention to retùrn to England 
when he was ſettled. The conditions; that 
he ſhould remit me one half of the produce 


of the plantation during my life, the other 


; half he ſhould receive as dowry with my 
ſiſter; but if on my demiſe, I left a ſon, 


the ſame ſum ſhould be continued to him; 


: if only daughters, they ſhould receive one 
1 pound * to the number of 


ten, 
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ten, or that ſum to be divided among as 
many or few as ſhould ſurvive me, but 
that there ſhould be no other incumbrances 

than as before-mentioned, To theſe 
ſtipulations he chearfully agreed, only 
obſerving it was too much to truſt ſo 

young a man with, as it, would ſoon enable 
him to become as rich as myſelf, I told 
him wiſhed no other; ſtrictly, however, en. 
joininghim to keep up my uneles's cuſtom 
of reſtoring unfortunate captives to their 
| liberty, when they appeared deſerving of 
the bleſling ; that I ſhould remain on the 


illand till I was ſatisfied of the manner in 


. * 
* 


| which he meant to conduct himſelf in this 
particular—l ſtaid, and thank Heaven, 
found his actions were regulated by the 
pureſt principles of humanity and univerſal 
begendlenek. i 
Ten months, to our great joy, preſented | 
me with a nephew; and another twelve- 
month brought me forth a niece, After 
ſeeing my ſiſters health perfectly re-eſtab- : 
_ hſhed, 1 began ſeriouſly to think of return- 
ing to England ; I accordingly made Vari 7 
ous remittances of my immenſe treaſure 
and. abend three years after my alters 


nuptials, ; 


„ 
nuptials, left Barbadoes 
well Know. 

I have omitted many Reiking paſſages : 
in my hiſtory, which your alliance with 


Georgiana renders unneceſſary, ſhe being 
minutely acquainted with every circum- 


-A 


ſtance attending our affairs. 
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written will therefore I hope ſuffice. 1 
expect you will ſoon ſee Mr. Auſtin in 
England; his wife being near her time, 


we are all anxious for his being preſent at 
her lying in—Selina begins to complain 
and I think we bid fair to have as tnany 
Chriſtenings as we had weddings. Two of 
the village couples have got the ſtart of us, 


and there is no doubt but the Duke of 
will be as good as his word, in ſtanding 


= ſponſor for the firſt child, as alſo Lord 
to the other. I am happy to ſee fo laudable an 


alteration m theſe noble perſonages, though 


' 


they do us the honour of attributing, Gow 
| Change and happineſs to us. 
The perfidious Mr. 
rious ſums he ha 
liams; and what 
puniſhment ever awaits fuck complicated 
times, the wretch, ung with remorle, oft 
| hearing 


tle ro Mrs. Wil- 
am ſorry to hear, though 


The . you 


What l have 


- ſent the va 
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Hearing Captain Williams was alive, put 
an end to his exiſtence !—Horrid effect 
of inſatiable avarice and treachery ! ei 
Sir George Montague has given his conſent 
to his ſon's marriage, who, at length, by un- 
warried attention, has awoke that tender- 
: neſs in Miſs Hetbert's heart, ſhe had fo 
| unhappily, though jnriocently, placed on 


another. Sir George has left it to his own 
option to travel ot not, as he thinks proper. 
The nuptials are to be celebrated in a fort- 
night's s time e—Youtg Mr. Herbert +0 join 
hands, who ſtill continues io perform 
his facred functions With = 
LfA = the wretch 1 to whom Mrs, Her- 
bert owes her unhappineſs, as I informed 
. you, not being able to find bail, flew to liquor 
to drown reflection, and became a prey io 
excels, Without one tear of pity for his loſs, 
excepting only as he was, ynprepared t to 
meet the Majeſty of Heaven. Captain Wil- 
ſon and Matilda Nays with us another 
month, and will then repair to you ; they b 
ſeem to improve each other; the. Caj Pfain. 
is an ornament to f T ae ; he is ina. 
new raiſed regiment and ſupports the digi 
ty of Colonel without the auſterity, of a diſ- 
ciplindrian, he! is ſtrict but mild ; his orders 
are 


r 
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are peremptory, but; not aden he is, 1 
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ſhort, what every ſoldier ought to be, ng, 
tempers juſtice with meroy; a man of ho- 


nour and a real Chriſtian, like his great 
predeceſſor by his mother 8 fide; the i imMor- 
tal Colonel Gardiner. 
My! ſchools, heayen hs praiſed, Hay 
and. flouriſh z and 
with many of our rich neighbours ate be- 
come voluntary Subſcribers, and with each 
2. child they preſent, they give the annual ſum 


of, ten pounds, which enables us o . 


Sir George Montague, 


8 more children than our own manor affore ed. 


1 have not a doubt but it will ſoon; ; became 


dy a ſhip in forwardneſs for the boys to be 
- bares in the . 5 of ſeawan-, 


off 


an object of. national mai as have alrea- | 


. ww.» 


that may do honour to bis 19 8 felvice.. 


1 


5 Wehavea number of t tractabl e and promil-. \ 


ing young lads, who have been picked 1 WP. as 


LDCS: | 15 5 [ 
poor ice having no Proper em emp n £4 
ment, 0 the age! of fi xteen Pr. ſeventeen, 
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with the inſtuctions they will receive, may 
become an ornament inftead of a diſgrace t to 


7 \'? 
5 1 


their country. 
Captain Willawe ue both the Mr. Her- 


berts, aſſiſt me in all my projects, and as 
there ſeems a ſincere and firm attachment 
among the ladies, there is no fear of any 
wiſhing to ſeparate. Mr. Herbert is build- 
ing a houle very near me, but we ſhall find 
a difficulty to part with them at all. The 
Captain has taken one within a mile, which 
he is fitting up, but at preſent he is with 
his wife at Sir George's. We ſeldom miſs a 
day without being all of a party, and it is 
my peculiar happineſs to ſay, 1 have found 


more ſubſtantial and true happineſs, ſince 


my arrival in Ergland, than I thought this 
world capable of giving ; but am convinced 


that the Great Diſpoſer of all gives a bleſſ⸗ 


ing in a ſuperior degree, both of out ward 
and inward ſatisfaction, where the talent 
given is appropriated to humane purpoſes; 


and what greater pleaſure | is there than in 


making thoſe under us partake the comforts 
: and enjoyments of life, | 


To thoſe noble and worthy Fs Teaſe 
- how. much does the 
world ſtand indebted ? Their example has 


kt a * to the Nobility and Gentry 


around | 


ola + TULYALL 
around them, who are not only mended in 
their own morals, but become promoters of 
virtue, learning and univerſal charity. 
Oh, happy were itfor England did theſe 
noble examples extend their influence 
throughout the Great World, vice and im- 
morality would no more blot the hiſtoric 
page, and religion and virtue would facilitate 
our purſuits after happineſs, How pleaſirg 


muſt be the death bed reflection, to think 


that we have been good and faithful ſtewards 
of our poſſeſſions? That inſtead of diſſipa- 


ting our fortunes in folly and extravagance, 
ve have made them ſubſervient to the purpo- 


ſes of charity and brotherly love: This re- 


flection will alone ſoften the bed of pain, and 


leſſen the terrors of death — Contraſt this 


Vith the ſituation of the dying wretch, who, 
tortured with conſciouſneſs of a KOT oth 


life, wiſhes to recall the precious moments 


he has loſt, that by repentance he may ap- 


peaſe the anger of an offended God - who 
trembling on the threſhold of eternity, 


dreads the moment that muſt ſink him 


No leſs true 
is it that virtue has its own reward, than 5 


down its awful precipice. 


hat vice bears its own puniſnment. 


I have E 


— 
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I have been led into theſe reflections by a 
retroſpect of the fate of the infamous Lord 
3 4 . and that of the no leſs diſhonourable 
I Mr.——. While around this fruitful and 


: happy ſpot, we ſee nothing but an emulation 
1 of virtue among the Gentry—who are 
1 huſbands to the widows and fathers to the 
0 fatherleſs—rearing the infant poor by in- 
e citements to induſtry, and diſcouraging 
g vice and incontinence, by promoting matri- 
K mony, and raiſing a numerous poſterity 
ls to bleſs thoſe through whoſe benevolence 
they have been made uſeful or valuable mem- 
e, || bers of ſociety Pardon me, if I have ſaid 
>- | any thing contrary to your opinion, or my 
_ Lord Os; to him I beg leave to offer 
d | my grateful acknowledgments, for having 
is taught me by his example my duty towards 
„, | God and man, To the Rev, Mr. Spicer ! 
it | alſo return my ſincere thanks for every in- 
8 ſtance of his favour and affection for me 
and mine, and to all who have been inſtru- 
o | mental to the public good. 
All our friends and connections join in 

p love with me to you and Georgiana, Mr., 
> | Dean is exemplary as a man and a miniſter 

{| inhis pariſh; he is made almoſt an idol 


among his flock , his humility and humani- 
"Wm . 5 
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ty go hand i in hand; to the ſick he is a 
_ phyſician , to the healthy a wiſe counſellor, 
aud to the wicked a mild ſcourge, drawing 
by the force of love thoſe over whom reafon 


has no influence. To the good. of what- 
ever rank, he is not only an engaging but 


an edifying companion. Maria s firſt letter, 


after her arrival in England, gaye me an 
impreſſion favourable to his charaQer and 


ber own judgment. I am happy to add, 


ſne is to him ſuch a wife as he deſerves.— 
Wie may rank ourſelves among the pecu- 
liar favourites of Heaven, to have been fo 


blefſed | in our ſeveral partners. 


This is the fervent wiſh of 
Your lncere friend, 


pat 5 8 . WARTON, 
ig ' $ 4 AY 2 
n 2 1 0 V > 


I now expect ſome particular buſineſs, 
which may for ſome time ſuſpend our lite- 
ary communications, You partly know 
the cauſe. Our next public meeting I 
ſuppoſe will be to fulfil our agreement 
a entered i into at my Lord C—'s, relative to 
baptiſm, till when, may bliſs, without al- 
loy, be the portion of you and your's, : 


— X 


